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graft and corruption. If the hon. mem-
ber knows of any such cases, he has a
responsibility, not to criticise here, but to
bring the facts before the authorities and
ensure that those who are culpable are
brought to book.

The hon. member has indicated his in-
tention to Move an amendment that would
really have the same effect as the motion
he moved on the rent Bill last session-
it would ki, the measure. I consider that
the hon. member lacks responsibility to
the people he represents. Although he was
elected to this House by only 10 per cent,
of the people of his constituency, he is
responsible to the other 90 per cent., as
well as to the whole of the electors of the
State. He was elected by only 10 per cent.
because of the action of himself and his
colleagues in denying the franchise for this
House to other sections of the community.

Hon. A. R. Jones: That is not in this
Bill.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
should connect his remarks with the Bill.

lion. R. J,. BOYLEN: I am doing so.
The PRESIDENT: The hon. member

must refrain from making personal reflec-
tions.

Hon. R. J. BOYLEN: I am only referring
to remarks made by the hon. member in
the course of his speech.

The PRESIDENT: I desire the hon.
member to refrain from personal ref er-
ences.

Hon. H. J. BO0YLEN: When the Bill
reaches the Committee stage, I hope that
the first amendment of which Mr. Watson
has given notice will be defeated.'

On motion by the Minister for Trans-
port, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.

Tuesday, 20th November, 1951.
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The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.30.
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

SECOND-HAND BAGS.
As to Needs of Market Gardeners,

Sale and Shortage.

Mr. LAWRENCE asked the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) Is he aware of the cost of top line-
second-hand bags today?

(2) Is he aware of the fact that bags.
as used by market gardeners for tne
marketing of their produce are in ex-
tremely short supply?
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(3) Will he name the firms that pur-
chased the salvaged bags that were auc-
tioned fromn the ses. "Devanha" and the
respective quantities purchased by each
firm?

(4) Does he know where the bags were
sent to, and how they were transported
there, and by whose authority?

(5) Did the Government, knowing the
shortage existed, attempt to obtain the
bags for use in this State?

(6) If not, will he give details as to
what steps the Government is taking to
remedy the shortage and thus keep down
the cost of bags to the market gardener?

(7) Is he aware of the amount of in-
surance paid to the owners of the bags.
and if so, will he nominate the amounts?

(8) Will he nominate what prices the
auctioned bags were bought for by the
various interests, and under what names
the interests appear?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) No knowledge of names.
(4) No.
(5) The Minister for Agriculture as-

sisted in the negotiations between the
superphosphate companies and under-
writers to secure a quantity of bags for
superphosphate.

The Potato Board also secured a quan-
tity of bags. These bags were not auc-
tioned but were sold at a price fixed by
the Prices Commissioner.

(6) Answered by (5).
(7) No.
(8) The Minister has no knowledge of

these transactions.

BUTTER.
As to Prosecutions for' Overcharging.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Attorney

General:
What number of prosecutions have been

launched against traders who overcharged
for butter by 1121d. a pound on the 1st
September last?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
No prosecutions have been recom-

mended in this matter by the Prices Con-
trol Commissioner, but I am informed by
him that in some cases refunds were
ordered to be made.

BILLS 14-FIRST BEADING.

1, Royal Visit, 1952, Special Holiday.
Introduced by the Minister for

Labour.
2, Fruit Growing industry (Trust Fund)

Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

3. Iron and Steel Industry Act Amend-
ment.

Introduced by the Minister for In-
dustrial Development.

4, Coal Mine Workers (Pensions) Act
Amendment.

introduced by the Minister for
Housing.

5, Acts Amendment (Fire Brigades
Board and Fire Hydrants).

6, Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-
ance) Act Amendment.

7, Traffic Act Amendment.
introduced by the Chief Secretary.

8, Workers' Compensation Act Amend-
ment.

9, Electoral Act Amendment (No. 2).
10. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-

ment.
11, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 2).
12. Licensing (Provisional Certificate)

Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Attorney General.

13. Fisheries Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for

Fisheries.
14. Government Railways Act Amend-

ment.
Received from the Council.

BILL-ACTS AMENDMENT (SUPER-
ANNUATION AND PENSIONS).

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read transmitting the Loan Estimates for
the year 1951-52 and recommending ap-
propriation.

In Committee.
The House resolved into Committee to

consider the Loan Estimates, Mr. Perkins
in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £231,000:

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. R. MoLarty-
Murray) ['4.47iJ: Th, Estinsats of the
Loan Expenditure of the State cover a very
important part of the Government's func-
tions. This expenditure is, in eff ect, the
State's investment in the productive agents
which should increase its economic wealth.
On account of the almost total cessation
of loan works during the war, a very large
accumulation of work has been built up,
and to overtake this accumulation imposes
a severe strain on the manpower and
material resources available to us.
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In addition to th3 accumulation which
was attributable directly to the war years.
there is-as members know-a very large
programme of rehabilitation necessary for
our railways. The cost of overtaking the
war-caused arrears of works, plus the re-
habilitation of the railways, has involved
the State in loan expenditure of an amount
far exceeding that of any Year prior to the
war. This huge cost has also been en-
larged by the very rapid and substantial
increase in prices which has developed in
Australia since 1945.

In the years just succeeding the war,
there was no great difficulty in securing
the necessary funds to carry out what, in
the light of what our present commitments
involve, were reasonably small programmes,
but with rising costs and a. greater
tempo in the rate at which the works are
being carried out, the loan programme of
the Commonwealth and all the States com-
bined have now reached such magnitude
that they constitute a very heavy strain
on the financial resources of the country.

Commonwealth Defence Programme.
Another factor which has increased the

difficulty of proceeding smoothly with our
loan works, has been the need of the Com-
monwealth to enlarge its defence pro-
gramme. In a community whose resources
for manpower and materials were already
strained, the imposition of the need to di-
vert manpower to the fighting services and
to the manufacture of all the equipment
necessary to maintain such enlarged forces,
has created grave difficulties in carrying
out what might be deemed to be a normal
peacetime developmental policy.

In June of this year. the Premiers were
called together by the Chairman of the
Loan Council in order that they could be
acquainted with the difficulties which the
Commonwealth Government felt would be
experienced in raising the necessary loan
funds to carry out the loan programme in
1951-52. With the easement in the con-
trol over capital issues, there was a marked
diversion from Government purposes to
private enterprise of funds available for
investment. On account of the higher re-
turn obtained on investments in private
enterprise as compared with the interest
yield from Government bonds, it was
natural that the market value of Govern-
ment securities should fall.

It was quite apparent, therefore, that the
rates of interest which were sufficient to
attract large amounts for investment in
Government securities during and just after
the war would not be attractive now when
investors were able to secure better returns
elsewhere. The last public loan, floated
towards the end of the financial year 1950-
51, though issued at a nominal rate of
36 per cent., was issued at a discount of
£1 per cent. The effective rate of interest
earned on the investment was 3{ per cent.

(27]

Increasing Rates of Interest.

When the Loan Council met in August
of this year. the Chairman intimated that,
having regard to the market value of Gov-
ernment securities, it would be necessary
to increase substantially the rate of in-
terest to be offered if sufficient money
were to be found to enable the States to
raise the funds necessary for their pro-
grammes. He intimated that a rate of
32 per cent. would have to be offered. This
was a very sudden jump from the rate
offered for the previous loan, and naturally
the State Premiers were concerned. It was
obvious, however, that there was no alter-
native other than to issue additional
amounts of bank credit, which, in view of
the strong inflationary trends already ap-
parent, would have had marked economic
disadvantages.

Commonwealth/States Loan Programmes.
'The total of the Commonwealth and

State loan Programmes submitted to the
Loan Council for consideration amounted
to £285,000,000. This compares with an
expenditure of £168,000,000 for the previous
year. These figures do not include the
activities of semi-governmental bodies, and
in the case of the larger States-New
South Wales and Victoria-expenditure by
these bodies is very heavy indeed. The
amount of loan money raised last Year to
meet the expenditure was £164,000,000, and
this amount included £25,000,000 carried
over from previous loans by way of advance
subscriptions. The amount actually raised
in the year was. therefore, E139,000,000.

The conditions for raising funds in 1950-
51 were much more favourable to the Gov-
ernments than the conditions which ex-
isted when the Loan Council met in August.
The chairman intimated that in his
opinion, it would be impossible to raise
£285,000,000 this year, and suggested that a
:ut of one-third be imposed. Such a severe
:ut would, however, have ernbarrasseo
all the States, all of whom had committed
themselves for large items of expenditure.
either by way of contracts for work to be
done or for the purchase of Plant and
machinery from oversea. After much dis-
cussion, it was agreed that the total amount
to be raised should be £:225,000,000, which
is approximately 25 per cent. less than the
total of the programmes submitted.

Since the Loan Council met, the
Federal Treasurer's Budget has been
announced, which indicates that the Com-
monwealth is budgeting for a revenue
surplus of £114,000,000 which surplus will
be available to augment the money raised
in the normal course by borrowings from
the loan market. Even if no more than
£100,000,000 of the anticipated surplus is
used for works purposes, it will be seen
that the amount to be raised, namely
£125,000,000 represents a substantial sum
in the light of the present difficulties.
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Western Australia's Share of Loan Fund.
So far as this State's share of the loan

funds to be raised this year is concerned,
we will have £16,500,090, to which may be
added approximately £800,000 of loan re-
payments, making in all about £17,300,000.
The programme submitted to the Loan
Council was for approximately £20,000,000
so that, to live within the funds that are
available to us. will require a curtailment
if at least some of the works anticipated
in the programme submitted to the Loan
Council.

Last year, we spent £11,404,000, and
though it may appear that the funds
available to us this year represent a sub-
stantial increase on our expenditure last
year, several factors have to be taken into
account. Of the most important of these,
is firstly that contracts entered into last
year are only commencing to be fulfilled
this year, and we are committed for heavy
expenditure in regard to Railway equip-
ment and for plant for the State Electri-
city Commission. The other factor is the
substantial increase in costs this year as
compared with last year. We will have
to bear the full impact of the increase
in the male basic wage granted by the
Federal Arbitration Court, plus substantial
increases in that basic wage, due to the
subsequent rises in the cost of living.

Estimated Expenditure, £17,348,120.
The Estimates now submitted cover an

expenditure of £17,348,120. and I shall
now explain in fairly broad outline how
that money is expected to be spent. At
the same time I shall give particulars of
the main items of loan expenditure last
year.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You had better
too!

The PREMIER: Of the total estimated
expenditure, it is anticipated that be-
tween them the Railways, the Public
Works and Water Supply Departments
and the State Electricity Commission will
absorb nearly 15 per cent. These three
undertakings are carrying out work which
is essential for the State's development.
Therefore, it will be seen how we have
had to concentrate most of the loan
moneys on their activities.

Railways.

Amounting to £2,304,000, the actual ex-
penditure of the Railways oni loan works
in 1950-51 was some £3,800,000 less than
the amount provided in the Estimates.
Expenditure of £3,955,000 had been antici-
pated for rolling stock, but due to delays
in the delivery of orders, actual expendi-
ture was only a fraction of this amount,
totalling £1,083,000. For additions and
alterations to opened railways, however,
there was a relatively smaller disparity
between the actual expenditure of
£1,221,000 and the estimate of £1,985,000.

For the current year, the Estimates
provide for expenditure of £5,066,000, of
which £3,214,000 is for rollingstock and
£2,215,000 for additions and alterations
to opened railways, £112,000 for land re-
sumption and £65,000 for railway exten-
sions to new coal mines near Collie. In
total, the provision varies only slightly
from that of the Estimates of last year,
but the actual rate of spending this year,
however, will obviously bear a much closer
relationship to the Estimates than it did
in 1950-51.

The Railways have made a close exam-
ination of their commitments for the cur-
rent year, as a result of which they con-
sider that the amount required to meet
payments due on contracts and to carry
out top priority works, can only be kept
within the Loan Estimate provision with
difficulty. The contracts placed in the
United Kingdom and in Australia will
necessitate in the current and succeeding
financial years very substantial progress
payments to manufacturers of locomotive
wagons, rail cars, precut houses, ma-
chinery, rails and other equipment. The
programme for the current year does not
contemplate the curtailment or postpone-
ment of any of these deliveries, but it
might become necessary next year to ap-
proach contractors and arrange for de-
ferment of supplies if there has been no
improvement in the availability of money
for loan expenditure.

Mr. Marshall: So we are
cramp everything owing
shortage of money.

starting off to
to a chronic

The PREMIER: We have to be prepared
for eventualities.

Mr. Marshall: Down through the years
that has been told to us.

Rollingstock Contracts.
The PREMIER: During 1950-51, a num-

ber of important rollingstock contracts
were completed. The last of the 35 "PM"
locomotives due under a contract was re-
ceived and placed on traffic in November.
1950, and work was completed early in
the financial year on 12 trailers for diesel
electric rail cars operating in country
areas. In August, 1950, Tomlinsons Ltd.
completed work on a contract for 300
"GE" high side general utility wagons,
and subsequently in August of this year.
another wagon stock contract was finished
for the construction of 100 d'CXA" light
double tier sheep trucks.

For the current year, commitments for
rollingstock comprise in the main, progress
and other payments on various wagon
and locomotive contracts. An amount of
£:750,000 has been allocated in connection
with the purchase of "W" class locomo-
tives, compared with an actual expenditure
of £841,000 last year. We have contracted
for the purchase of 60 of these engines,
which are general purpose steam loco-
motives of 10-ton axle load suitable for
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operation on our light branch lines. To
date, 30 of these locomotives have been
received. By the end of the current year,
all 60 locomotives should be in service,
when they will materially improve the
tractive capacity of the systemi.

Deliveries are also expected to be com-
pleted under a contract for 700 "GE'
wagons being built by Tomlinsons, An
amount of £155,000 was expended on this
contract last year. and the provision for
the current year is £384,000. In addition,
an amount of £20,000 has been provided
for progress payments on a contract with
Tomlinsons, involving construction of a
further 140 "GE" wagons. This year, de-
liveries are expected to commence on con-
tracts let locally, in the Eastern States
and in the United Kingdom for the manu-
facture of some 4,200 wagons at an esti-
mated total cost of £:7,060,000.

These wagons represent requirements to
provide for the replacement of over-age
stock, for the recapture of lost traffic, for
the avoidance of penalty working on Sun-
days. and for normal traffic growth. They
comprise the following types:-

Singles_
"HD"-(covered louvre)
"CXB"-(sheep wagon)
"BE"-(cattle wagon)
'GF"-(high-side open)
"GH"-(mediurn open)
'HC'-(low-side open)
"DC"-(covered general pur-

pose).. ..
tlnderframes for special pur-

Pose wagons
Bogies--

"RO"-(medium side open)
"VD"-(covered louvre)
"QC"-Uflat top)
"TA'-(cattle) -

1,000
300
300
600
616
250

710

50

50
180

72
90

Deliveries are expected to commence in
the new year, and an amount of £1,500,000
has been provided to meet payments on
these contracts during the current year.

Locomotive Construction.
Other major payments for rollingstock

are anticipated to be required in connec-
tion with 48 diesel electric and 18 diesel
shunting locomotives, which are at present
under construction in Great Britain. An
amount of £500,000 is expected to be re-
quired to meet progress payments on these
locomotives during the current year. The
diesel electric locomotives will probably
start to be delivered in 1953. The 48 'IX"
class locomotives are general purpose en-
gines designed for a ton axle load for
operation on a 451b. track, while the less
powerful 18 "Y" class engines, designed
for a similar axle load, are intended to be
operated on branch lines or as shunters.
Other anticipated expenditures on the
mechanical side include £:230,000 for
machinery for modernisation of the work-
shops and £63,000 for various items of plant
and equipment and for workshop improve-
ments.

Railway Housing Projects.
In the civil engineering branch, works

in progress and new works are expected to
absorb £1,597,000 and £563,000, respectively,
during the current year. New works con-
templated include portion of a project for
the erection of 400 precut houses, the total
cost of which has been estimated at
£800,000. Provision for the current year
is £250,000. In order to retain staff, the
department has been obliged to undertake
a substantial housing programme. The
Estimates contain provision for a comn-
mencement on a project involving the
construction of 50 5-roomed and 50
4-roomed houses, in addition to the pre-
cut dwellings I have already mentioned.
Materials are being accumulated in pre-
paration for erection.

Last year the department completed the
erection of 70 houses in various country
centres and purchased a further nine. In
addition, it acquired school buildings at
Lake Biddy and Nanson for conversion into
quarters for permanent-way employees. At.
Red Hill, 18 Nissen units had been com-
pleted to the end of June, and there were
then 23 in course of erection.

Contemplated New Works.

Apart from housing, the principal new
works contemplated by the civil engineer-
ing branch this year comprise land resump-
tion, for which £112,000 has been provided,
mainly for land required for the new mar-
shalling yard at Bassendean and the
Welshpool-Bassendean chord line; a new
tarpaulin shop at Midland Junction to re-
place the structure destroyed by fire; and
renewals of bridges and culverts.

Provision has also been made for the
commencement of construction on a new
barracks for trainmen at Brunswick Junc-
tion. Last year progress was made with
the rehabilitation of track. The re-
ballasting of the main line between Perth
and Bunbury was completed as a first step
towards the improvement of the standard
of track on this section, and a new bridge
of concrete and steel constructed over the
Serpentine River in replacement of the
wooden structure.

Relaying of Track.
Track works in progress include relaying

of the line between Armadale and Bun-
bury, and of the Boyanup-Busselton track.
The last-mmntono'd job. which is for the
replacem?nt of 451b. by 601b. track is now
approximately 70 p'r cent, complete. Be-
tween Armadale and Bunbury the track is
to be relaid with 801b. rails, supplies of
which are now arriving from England.
When the new flash butt welding plant is
established at Midland Junction, these will
be welded to 200ft. lengths, thus reducing
track maintenance. Installation of this
plant, for which Provision is made in the
Estimates, is proceeding, and it is ex-
pected that it will be in operation early
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in 1952. In addition to welding new 801b.
rails for the main south-western railways
track, it will be used to weld 601b. rails
recovered from this section for relaying
on light lines.

Gravel ballasting on the Salmon Gums-
Esperance line is In full swing. This track
improvement will enable "L"' and "W" class
locomotives to be used on the section, with
consequent improvements in operating
efficiency.

Coal Industry Requirement6.
At Collie, work is proceeding on several

important projects necessitated by the ex-
pansion of the coal industry. It Is esti-
mated that £100,000 will be required this
year in connection with the new Collie
marshalling yards, the earthworks of
which are now in course of construction.
When completed, this project will relieve
the severe congestion that occurs in the
present yard.

Work is being pressed on in connection
with the railway to give access to the new
mine being developed by the Griffin Coal
Mining Co. at Muja. At Shotts, work is
advancing on relocation and additions to
sidings for the purpose of serving coal
traffic from the mine established by the
Western Collieries Ltd. Provision of
£25,000 is also made in the Estimates for
the construction of an access line to an-
other new pit which will be opened by
Western Collieries, Ltd.

A related work is the strengthening of
bridges on the Collie-Narrogin section to
carry 14-ton axle-loads, This work is
awaiting steel, and when completed, it will
materially improve the working of this sec-
tion, which carries the coal traffic for the
interior areas.

Centralised Traffic Control.

Materials have been coming to hand for
the installation of centralised traffic con-
trol between Armadale and Brunswick
Junction. Track capacity on this section
-at present at saturation point-will be
greatly increased with the completion of
this work which will Proceed concurrently
with the relaying of the section. An
amount of £100,000 has been provided in
the Estimates for expenditure on the pro-
ject during the current year.

Water Catchments in Lighter Rainfall
Areas.

Work will be continued on the construc-
tion of artificial catchments in the lighter
rainfall areas. Last year, 15 acres and 20
acres of artificial catchment were com-
pleted at Duggan and Badjorning re-
spectively, and a smaller area at Yuna.
Provision is made in the Estimates for
similar works in progress at Tambellup,
Kondinin and Corrigin. These works will
assist in curtailing water haulages and en-
able locomotive power to be diverted to
paying traffic.

Tram and Bus Services.

Last Year the Tramways' estimate anti-
cipated expenditure of £588,000. whereas
actual expenditure amounted to £326,000.
For the current year. the provision is
£237,000. Included in the works completed
last Year were the conversion of the Welsh-
Pool-Victoria Park-Perth tramway service
to omnibus operation, the construction of
a trolley-bus loop around Wellington
Square to enable the through-routing of
buses operating in Wellington-st., and the
purchase of 35 trolley and six motor buses.

During 1951-52, it is anticipated that
delivery will be taken of 10 additional
trolley-buses and 28 motor buses, and that
work will be completed on the conversion
of trolley-bus services of the Newcastle-st.
and flulwer-st.-North Perth tram routes.
Relaying of city sections of tramway tracks
is in progress, and other jobs being under-
taken include provision of additional
machinery for workshops, and of storage
equipment for fueling, as well as improve-
ments to the equipment feeding the electric
traction supply.

State Electricity Commission.
Expenditure during the year ended

the 30th June, 1951, was £3,295,711, in-
cluding £1,463,033 spent on works in con-
nection with the South Fremantle Power
Station. The amount spent on other
capital works in the metropolitan area
totalled £975,758. On the 27th June last,
the first turbo-alternator at the South
Fremantle Power Station was placed in
commission. This has a capacity of
25,000 kilowatts. In August, a further
turbo-alternator with a capacity of
25,000 kilowatts was placed in commercial
operation. The "A" station at South Fre-
mantle, which was designed to have a
capacity of 50,000 kilowatts, is, therefore,
now available to meet additional de-
mands as they arise from industry and
domestic users.

Work has proceeded steadily upon the
second section of the South Fremantle
Power Station. This section is virtually
a duplication of the first section and will
have a capacity of 50,000 kilowatts. The
erection of boilers has commenced, and
the walls of the station are being erected.
Foundations for the No. 3 turbo-alter-
nator are well advanced and some work
has been done on the foundations for
the No. 4 turbo-alternator.

Progress has been made with the in-
stallation of the switehgear for this sec-
tion of the station. Current is generated
at the South Fremantle Power Station at
a frequency of 50-cycles per second and
is transmitted to East Perth Power Sta-
tion where it is passed through a fre-
quency changer, converted to 40-cycles
per second and distributed throughout the
system. A start has now been made to
change over consumers' appliances in one
Portion of the metropolitan area for use
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on 50-cycle current. This work will be
proceeded with as quickly as possible to
make the best use of the South Fre-
mantle Power Station.

Country Electricity Supplies.
When the Collie Power Station was ac-

quired in 1946, the plant consisted of two
turbo- alternators each with a capacity
of 2,500 kilowatts. Tenders were at once
called for the installation of three fur-
ther turbo -alternators each with a capac-
ity of 2,500 kilowatts. These three ma-
chines were commissioned in August,
1951. When the first machine was placed
in operation, current was transmitted over-
a high tension line to Bunbury where
consumers were, for the first time, served
from the Collie Power Station. The
towns of Brunswick and Yarloop are also
serviced from Collie, and work is proceed-
ing on changing over the towns of Har-
vey and Waroona from direct current to
alternating current.

The Commission has completed 167
miles of high tension transmission line.
A further 30 miles have been poled and,
in addition, 53 miles have been surveyed
and cleared for the erection of transmis-
sion lines. Where transmission lines are
carried to a town, the Commission aims
at changing quickly the town system from
direct current to alternating current sup-
plied from Collie. During the year, elec-
tricity undertakings were acquired in
Northam, Pemberton, Busselton, Yarloop.
Manjimup, Donnybrook, Harvey, Waroona
and Mandurah. A number of diesel units
were installed throughout the country, in-
cluding one with a capacity of 400 kilo-
watts at Albany, where an additional ma-
chine of a similar capacity will also be
installed in the near future,

Progress of Work at Metropolitan
Stations.

It is anticipated that loan expendi-
ture for the year ended the 30th June,
1952, will be approximately £2,900,000. Of
this amount, it is expected to spend
£1,779,000 on works in connection with
the South Fremantle Power Station. Dur-
ing the year, the "A" section of the sta-
tion will be completed and substantial
progress will be made with the erection
of the second section.

A high tension line has been erected
between the South Fremantle Power Sta-
tion and the East Perth Power Station.
Another line of this type will be con-
structed between the stations and work
on this will proceed during the year. It
is expected that substantial progress will
be made with the construction of an
additional boiler which was ordered in
October, 1949, for the East Perth Power
Station. A large portion of the equip-
ment for this boiler should arrive in the
State during the year. Expenditure of
E516,000 Is anticipated In connection with

the distribution of electricity in the
metropolitan area, and the manufacture
and distribution of gas.

Country Undertakings Projected.
The Commission expects to spend

£564,000 on country undertakings during
the year. A site has been selected on
the west side of the Lesehenault Estuary
for the establishment of a power station
at Bunbury. Sufficient area has been
acquired to permit of the progressive in-
stallation of additional generating units5
to an extent which should provide for
the requirements of the metropolitan and
south-western areas for many years to
come. Tenders have already been called
for the first section of this station to in-
clude two turbo-alternators of 25,000 to
30,000 kilowatts capacity. This station
will ultimately be linked with the Power
stations at Collie, South Fremantle and
East Perth. The project is proceeding
but there will be no expenditure from
loan funds during this year, except for
certain essential preliminary expenditure.

Fremantle Harbour.

For improvements at Fremantle Harbour.
approximately £636,000 has been provided
on the Estimates, or £352,000 more than
the actual expenditure last year. The work
proposed includes the reconstruction of
North Quay berths Nos. 1, 2 and 3. and
improvements and construction, including
the purchase of equipment set out in Stage
I of the harbour development scheme. Con-
siderable progress has been made in im-
provements to the North Wharf with a
view to the handling of general cargo.
It is proposed early in 1952 to commence
dredging for a new berth on the north
side between the wheat gantries and the
existing railway bridge. While in London.
I completed arrangements for an agree-
ment with Sir Alexander Qibb and Part-
ners, consulting engineers of London, in
connection with the major development
scheme. That firm is undertaking neces-
sary survey and the completion of the
designs and specifications for new railway,
and road bridges, including approaches, at
Point Brown upstream of the existing road
bridge over the river. The survey party
arrived in the State some months ago and
is making good progress. Owing to the
difficulty in the supply of materials, and
particularly steel, which has been accentu-
ated by the international defence position.
it is not possible to make the progress de-
sired, but the carrying ou t of the Fre-
mantle Harbour development works will be
given high priority.

The position regarding the supply of the
new grab hopper dredge, for which a con-
tract was let with Mort's Dock and En-
gineering Company in 1949, is not satis-
factory as no means appear to be avail-
able under which the contractors can be
forced to accelerate construction of the
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dredge. In England, I visited the works
of Stothart & Pitt, who are constructing
cranes for the Trust, and found that the
programme was proceeding satisfactorily.

Bunbury Harbour.

An amount of £200,000 has been included
in the Loan Estimates for this Year's ex-
penditure on the Sunbury Harbour develop-
ment scheme. Satisfactory progress is being
made with this work, expenditure on which
absorbed £181,000 last year. The new cut
connecting Leschenault Estuary to the
ocean in Koombana Bay was completed
some months ago, and at the same time the
southern connection of the Estuary into
the bay near Bunbury was closed.

Immediately after completion of the cut,
a severe storm damaged its northern bank.
but the engineers are of the opinion that
the shape of this cut may vary materially
and that it will be some years before final
stability is reached. The cut will permit
the various south-western rivers, includ-
Ing the Preston, Brunswick, Collie and Fer-
guson, to discharge their silt into the ocean
I, stead of into Sunbury Harbour. By this
moans, the annual dredging which has pre-
viously been found necessary should be
materially reduced. The dumping of stone
on the breakwater groynes is proceeding,
as is dredging of the basin for the exten-
sion of the jetty and the entrance channel.
Piles and other materials are being as-
sembled for construction of the extended
jetty head.

Albany Harbour.

Work on the Albany Harbour is expected
to absorb £:370,000 during the current
year. compared with £150,000 in 1950-51.
A contract has been entered into with Aus-
tralian Dredging and General Works Pty.
Ltd.-a subsidiary of very extensive Dutch
dredging interests--for the dredging and
placing to fill of 1.000,000 cubic yards at
Albany. The dredges have already left
Holland and it is anticipated that a com-
mencement will be made early in January.

It is hoped that the new 60,000-ton
capacity super. works at Albany, and the
bulk-handling terminal for wheat, oats
and barley will be completed by the end
of 1953, and accordingly every endeavour
is being made to have the necessary re-
clamation and dredging completed and the
two berths constructed by that date. In
view of the contract let, it is proposed to
transfer the department's suction dredge
"Sir James Mitchell" from Albany to Fre-
mantle, where it will commence dredging
for the new North Wharf berth.

Bussetton Jetty Improvemnent.
The Estimates contain a provision of

£20,000 for Busselton jetty Improvement.
The work involved will comprise lengthen-
ing of the shipping berth and general in-
provements at the head of the jetty which
will facilitate the handling of shipping at

Busselton. It is anticipated that this work
will be completed during the current finan-
cial year.

Ron. E. Nulsen: Have you finished with
the ports? I have not heard anything
about Esperance.

The PREMIER: I have finished with the
ports, and now propose to deal with water
supplies generally.

Metropolitan Water Sup ply, Sewerage and
Drainage.

Provision was made last year for the
expenditure of £450,000 on metropolitan
water supply, but the actual expenditure
was £79,108 mote than the estimate. For
the current year, expenditure of £876,000
has been allowed for in the Estimates. The
more important of the wvorks completed
last year included the Mt. Yokine ser-
vice reservoir No. 1, the total cost of which
was £180,000. A second service reservoir
is under construction and is expected to be
completed in December of this year. bring-
ing the total service reservoir capacity in
the metropolitan area to 132,000,000 gal-
lons, or somewhat more than the equiva-
lent of two days peak consumption.

Related works completed last year were
the 36-inch feeder main from Belmont to
Mt. Yoklne and the 30-inch outlet main
from Mt. Yakine to Mt. Hawthorn, where
it feeds the reticulation system. With the
considerable expansion of housing activity,
extensions and improvements of reticula-
tion mains absorbed a substantial propor-
tion of the overall expenditure on water
supply, the sum involved amounting to
£124,000.

An amount of E200,00 is included in the
Estimates for similar expenditure this
year, An amount of £35,000 is provided
for cement lining existing mains in situ.
or the same amount as actual expendi-
ture on this behalf in 1950-51. Other
works in the metropolitan water supply
programme represent jobs in progress. To
improve supplies in the Nedlands-Clare-
mont and Cottesloe districts, work is con-
tinuing on the Mt. Eliza-Swanbourne
main, while 30 inch and 36 inch trunk
mains are being laid across the new cause-
way as work on the bridge proceeds.

Good progress is being made in the
Attadale bore to augment the Melville
and Fremantle water supply by two million
gallons per day, and this work should be
completed and in operation for the sum-
mer of next year. The reconditioning of
the hills trunk main will probably take
several years to complete, but the Kan-
garoo Valley diversion channel, which will
provide one million gallons per day of ad-
ditional water to Canning Dam, is ex-
pected to be completed by the end of
1951-52. The department proposes this
year to spend £85,000 on the purchase of
meters, for which contracts have been
let oversea and in the Eastern States.
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In the sewerage and drainage section
of the department, expenditure incurred
in 1950-51 amounted to £267,000 com-
pared with the estimate of £290,009. For
the current year. expenditure of £315,000
is anticipated, comprising £52,000 for re-
curring works and services, such as minor
extensions and house connections; £174,000
for the continuation of works in progress;
£80,000 for miscellaneous new sewerage
works; and £10,000 for stormwater drain-
age. The department is still experiencing
difficulty in obtaining piping to meet the
heavy demand for water main extensions.
Of the 100 miles of 4-inch spun cast iron
Pipes ordered from England, nine miles
have been received, and it is hoped that
shipping will be available for regular de-
liveries to continue.

Other Water Supplies,
Including the Goldfields Water Supply

and comprehensive water scheme, the pro-
vision for water supplies in the Estimates
for last year was £1,522,000, whereas
actual expenditure amounted to £994,000.
For the current year, estimated expendi-
ture is £649,000, of which approximately
£200,000 has been provided for the com-
prehensive schemes.

Comprehensive Scheme.
owing to the defence Iprogramme

adopted by the United Kingdom and the
European countries, it has become virtu-
ally impossible to purchase steel plate
for the manufacture of steel pipes re-
quired for the comprehensive scheme, ex-
cept at exhorbitant prices. Because of
this, the rate of progress which had been
built up has been very greatly reduced.
The allowance of steel plate from the
quantity manufactured by the Broken
Hill Proprietary Company enables only a
relatively few miles of pipeline to be made
and laid each year compared with the
many miles required for completion of
the scheme. Contracts have been let in
England for many thousands of tons of
steel plate but these are outstanding and
there is no indication of when they will
be fulfilled.

The B~ritishl production for 1951 will be
considerably less than for 1950, due largely
to shortage of scrap, and at the same time
demands for re-armament purposes will
be substantially greater. It has, there-
fore, been necessary to curtail exports
and a quota of 75 per cent. of last year's
figures was fixed for Australia. For-
tunately, exports for 1950 constituted a
record, but the restriction will still be
severely felt. I had discussions with the
Minister for Supply, the President of the
Board of Trade, the Directors of the Iron
and Steel Federation, and the Australian
representatives of the British Iron and
Steel Federation when I was In London.
in addition to a large number of steel
manufacturers. Although there is no

escaping the fact that exports of steel to
Australia will be inadequate, I feel that
the authorities concerned now have a
realisation of the Importance of the West-
ern Australian orders and will do all they
can to carry them out as expeditiously as
possible.

One proposition discussed with the
British Government was that as Britain
is short of high grade iron-ore, we should
supply a quantity of this from Western
Australia in direct exchange for steel.
The advantages of such a proposition
from our point of view are obvious and
the matter was therefore strongly pressed.
However, a reply was received that the
economies of the scheme ruled it out.
Apart from spasmodic difficulties with
shipping, Britain was in sight of obtain-
ing all the ore she wanted mostly from
African sources at a cost of £:2 8s. Gd. per
ton, plus £3 is. Od. freight, a total of
£5 9s. Gd. per ton. Even at the most
favourable charter rates, the freight
from Western Australia would represent
£6 10s. Gd. per ton. We would, therefore,
have no hope of competing, as the cost of
obtaining the ore and delivery to Fre-
mantle would have to be added to this
figure.

Progress is being made by the contrac-'
tors for the construction of a new elec-
trically powered pumping station at Min-
daring Weir to replace Nos. I. and 2 steam
pumping stations now in operation. Similar
progress is being made by the contractors
for the two electrically powered pumping
stations to be Installed on the Wellington
Dam-Narrogin main. Improvements have
been made to the Goldfields Water Supply
main by duplication or re-laying with
larger diameter pipes those sections which
had previously restricted the flow of water.
A diesel-operated booster pump of large
capacity was installed some months ago
at Kellerberrin and this will enable an
increased quantity of water to be pumped
eastward during the coming summer.

A new eight million gallon storage tank
has been completed at No. 8 pumping
station and in addition a 25 million gal-
lon storage tank at Kalgoorlie is now in
course of filling. These improvements will
greatly facilitate the supply of water to
the Qoldfields during the summer months,
and It is anticipated that no further re-
strictions will be found to be necessary. An
amount of £50,000 has been provided in
the Estimates to cover expenditure on the
completion of work on the Mundaring
Weir. It is anticipated that the work will
be completed early in December.

The capacity of the reservoir has been
increased from 4,650 million gallons to
15,000 million gallons. It Is regrettable
that the run-off from the winter rains
was only sufficient to raise the quantity
stored to approximately 6.000 million gal-
lons. This, however, is materially greater
than the Previous maximum storage, and
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it is anticipated that all demands during
the coming summer period will be met
and still leave a substantial reserve for
the ensuing year.

Bullfinch Enlargement.
An amount of £140,000 has been pro-

vided on the Loan Estimates for this item.
The Western Mining Corporation Ltd. is
developing at Bullfinch a very large gold
mine, including the construction of a num-
ber of houses, constituting a medium sized
Inland town provided with sewerage and
all other facilities. Before the company
could enter upon the large expenditure
involved, it had to be assured of its water
supplies, and received from the Govern-
ment an undertaking that these would be
provided. Accordingly, the department Is
in process of laying the main connecting
Southern Cross to Bullfinch, a distance of
approximately 21 miles. A large number
of pipes have been laid along the route,
and between two and three miles of the
12-inch main have been connected.

Agricultural Areas.
A number of the older reticulated sys-

tems in the agricultural areas are in seri-
Gus need of renovation, but in the existing
conditions of shortages of piping and man-
power, little headway can be made in
carrying out this necessary work.

Wellington Dam Raising.
Approximately £50,000 has been provided

for this work during the current year. It
is anticipated that the preliminary opera-
tions, such as erection of camp, plant.
buildings, construction of roads, etc., will
be completed by about June next when
actual preparation of foundations and
construction of the damn will commence.
This damn now has a capacity of between
8.000 and 9,000 million gallons. When
raised an additional 50 feet as proposed,
the capacity will be increased to approxi-
mately 40,000 million gallons. This dam
will provide the water for supply to the
Great Southern towns and the agricul-
tural areas, which it is anticipated will
later be reticulated from it. The balance
of the water available will be utilised for
irrigation of the Collie irrigation area and
its extension southward towards Boyanup.

Country Towns Sewerage.
Provision of £101,000 has been made for

this work. This will include the expendi-
ture of £39,000 on the Albany sewerage
works; £37,000 on the Collie sewerage
works; and £:25,000 on the Geraldton
sewierage works. It is the policy of the
Government to continue to expend a regu-
lar amount each year on the sewering of
the larger country towns. It is anticipated
that the pumping equipment will be in-
stalled at Albany towards the end of this
year when connections to buildings can
be commenced.

The Government is taking over the modi-
fled sewerage scheme at Geraldton, and
will provide a new outfall main and re-
oiganis2 the system so that all sewage
matt-_r can be disposed of. This will also
enable extensions to be made outside the
limited area now dealt with. At Collie
the works have not been in operation for
any length of time. The laying of the
sewer pipes is making reasonable progress.

Country Towns Water Sup-plies.
Special attention is being given to the

provision of amenities to those living out-
side the metropolitan area and in par-
ticular to the improvement of water sup-
plies. An amount of £333.000 has been
provided for this work for expenditure in
24 country towns, extending from Gerald-
ton in the north to Albany in the south.
In addition, special financial provisions
have been made for improvements to the
watcr supplies in the North-West and
Qoldfields towns. Despite the shortage of
pipes and manpower, it is hoped that the
whole of the work included in the pro-
gramme for water supply to country towns
can be carried out during this financial
year.

Port Hedland Water Supply.
An amouR~t of approximately £26,000 has

been provided in the Estimates for this
work. The supply of pipes f or the pipeline
connecting Turner River to the town of
Port Redland has been so restricted that
the period before water becomes available
to Port Hedland has already extended far
beyond the original anticipation. The new
pipe-making equipment at Hardie's fac-
tory at Welshpool is now in operation, how-
ever, and it is hoped that much greater
progress will be made during this financial
year than has been possible at any pre-
vious time. Special priority is being given
to this work and everything- possible will
be done to expedite it.

Wittenoom Gorge Water Supply.
Approximately £7,000 has been provided

for this water supply. A bore has been
sunk in the vicinity of the town and the
supply generally has been greatly im-
proved.

Stock Routes.
For improvements of stock routes £25,000

has been provided and, with additional
boring plants available, it is hoped that
good progress with this very essential work
will now be made.

Irrigation and Drahmwge.

Approximately £.260,000 is available for
this work. Following completion of Stirl-
ing Dam, work has been in progress on
the construction of the channels and sub-
sidiary works necessary to provide for the
watering of the extended areas to be
brought und:r irrigation. Normally this
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work would have been completed some
time ago, but the shortage of manpower
and materials, Particularly cement, has
prevented this.

Examination of the country which will
be irrigated as the result of the raising of
Wellington Dam is also being made and
surveys and designs of the irrigation sys-
tem will shortly be put in hand. Drainage
of the wet areas of land in the South-
West is proceeding within the limits of
manpower available, and the benefits of
drainage works generally are evident
throughout wide areas in the improved
pastures now being grown.

Forestry.

For Forestry, an amount of £306,000 has
been allocated. Last year the correspond-
ing actual expenditure was £202,000, of
which £167,000 was spent on plantations,
including maintenance, and the balance on
housing for the department's forest
workers. The main plantations being de-
veloped by the Forests Department are di-
vided into two groups-Metropolitan and
Busselton- and within these groups there
are a total of 18 main plantations and
several minor ones. Although each planta-
tion has a planned programme, the main
object is to plant at least 2,000 acres per
annum, distributed amongst these planta-
tions according to the availability of labour
and other factors.

Western Australia expects largely in-
creased population over the next few de-
cades and concern has been expressed as
to future timber supplies. In 1950 a pine
working plan was approved aiming at an
ultimate area of at least 200,000 acres of
pines to provide future softwood supplies
for the State's requirements, including ply-
wood logs and timber for paper pulp. This
programme is being gradually built up.

During the planting season of 1950, 470
acres of pines were planted and during the
last three months 1,768 acres have been
established involving the planting of nearly
2 million trees. It is now Possible for this
planting to be done by machines instead
of the old method of individual band
planting of each tree. In addition to pine
planting, 318 acres of new mallet planta-
tion was established. Approximately
18.000 acres have now been Planted to
mallet in the Narrogin district and are
nearing the stage when thinnings will be-
come marketable.

For the current year, the department's
programme anticipates expenditure of
£.210,000 and £96,000 on Plantation and
housing respectively. It is hoped to com-
mence work on a total of more than 100
houses and to complete about 50.

Wundowie Charcoal-Iron Industry.

Last year an amount of £300,000 was
provided for additional plant to increase
the production of the Wundowie charcoal-

iron industry or £200,000 more than the
corresponding estimate. An additional
amount of £100,000 is earmarked for ex-
penditure this year on these developments
which include the provision of additional
charcoal retorts and larger and more effi-
cient blowers for the purpose of providing
more charcoal fuel and of increasing the
capacity of the furnace.

All the products of the industry are
selling rapidly and the availability of local
pig iron has been of the utmost importance
to this State in the post-war years. It
has enabled our foundries and engineering
works to operate with few interruptions
in contrast to the experience of the Iron-
masters in the Eastern States, and it has
helped to make possible the establishment
of the local tractor industry. Moreover,
it seems likely that other industries, such
as the manufacture of cast-iron baths, will
be established as a direct result of the
availability of local pig-iron from Wun-
dowie.

Land Clearing, Main Roads and Other
Equipment.

An item of £500,000 has been provided
for the purchase of heavy equipment for
land clearing, main road construction, and
for the general public works programme.
The successful development of the use of
heavy tractors equipped with bulldozers
and treedozers for the timber country, and
dragging heavy logs in the malice and scrub
country, has continued. Various improve-
ments in technique have been made, and
this method of bringing the State's uin-
developed lands into produjction has now
reached an efficient standard.

The Public Works and Land Settlement
Departments have under trial what is
known as the "hi-ball" method of clear-
ing moderate-sized timber country, and it
would appear possible that greatly in-
creased areas of country can be cleared
at a lower cost compared with the earlier
methods employed. This will be the first
time that this type of equipment has been
tried out in Australia. Further develop-
ment has been the modification of the
heavy Slaw Know rake imported from Eng-
land. as a result of which it is hoped to
rake through the newly cleared mallee
lands, of which there are tens of thousands
of acres in the southern areas, and root
up and bring to the surface practically all
the malice roots which at the present time
remain in the ground for a great number
of years, causing expense to the settler
In sucker treatment and in continuous
maintenance and repair of his farming
implements. If this rake is brought to a
stage when it can effectively do what is
hoped, then It will prove of untold value
in the development of this type of coun-
try.

The State Government is able to pur-
chase only a portion of the heavy tractors
and other equipment available, but it is
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'doing everything possible, through govern-
'mental and other channels, to icrease
the number of these units allotted to this
State.

Public Buildings.

Amounting to £990,350. actual expendi-
ture on Public buildings in 1950-b I closely
approached the provision of £1,000,000
mnade in the Estimates of last year. For
the current year, the provision is £1,105,000,
and covers a wide irange of projects em-
bracing new schools and hospitals and im-
provements and additions to buildings in
various parts of the State, as well as hous-
ing for public works employees.

State Housing Commission.

For the State Housing Commission two
amounts totalling £608,000 have been pro-
vided in the current Estimates. Of that
amount, £500,000 is being provided by way
of additional capital to the Commission
to enable houses for sale to be erected.
Since the early years of the war, the Com-
mission's scheme of provision of workers'
homes has been in abeyance, except for
a few houses erected to meet exceptional
needs. It is now proposed to recommence
the scheme under which houses will be
built by the Commission and financed from
its funds. The houses will be sold to
eligible applicants on the basis of a reason-
able deposit and the balance payable by
equal monthly instalments.

The first quota of houses will be built
mainly in country towns, and I hope that
regular additions to the Commission's
capital can be made each year so that
the homne-ownership scheme can be ex-
tended. Expenditure of £8,000 is antici-
pated by way of re-establishment loans to
occupiers of properties resumed in connec-
tion with the proposed Bassendean mar-
shalling yard and chord line, while
£100,000 has been allocated for the con-
struction of emergency housing for evicted
tenants.

* It is intended to build this year about
100 3-roomed buildings under the emer-
gency scheme, to provide accommodation
additional to that already available in the
community areas at Naval Base and Guild-
ford. The new units, however, will be
constructed on individual allotments in
various suburbs, and tenants will be en-
couraged to purchase. Already a number
of these houses have been completed at
Bassendean and others are in course of
construction at Bayswater and Scar-
borough.

Mr. J. Hegney: Have any funds been
made available under the Workers' Homes
Act?

The PREMIER: Yes. I just stated that
£500,000 has been made available under
that Act.

State Saw Mills.
Expenditure of the State Saw Mills is

anticipated to amount to £147,000 com-
pared with actual expenditure of £135,000
in 1950-51. The only new works provided
for are the erection of drying kilns at the
Carlisle depot for the purpose of increasing
board and moulding production and the
construction of an amenities building in
the same locality.

The main works in progress are the
Shannon River mill and the Pemberton
case mill. Pending its completion, the
Shannon River mill has already com-
menced production on a limited scale, and
full production should soon be possible if
the necessary labour and materials can
be obtained. Immediate housing require-
ments have been met, but the Estimates
provide for construction of additional
houses to meet the requirements of staff
when full production is achieved.

Reasonable progress has been made on
the Pember ton case mill, which is being
established for the purpose of increasing
case output, saving the general purpose
mills from cutting such small sections as
required for cases, and avoiding waste in
saw dust. It is hoped that this mill will
commence production early in the new
year.

Provision is also made for expenditure
of £63,000 on the completion of construc-
tion of the Rent River sawmill for the
Department of Industrial Development.
This mill, the construction of which com-
menced early last year. has been designed
to cut 500,000 fruit cases annually, and
can, if necessary, produce scantling. All
saws are electrically driven. Sawdust
waste will be burned under boilers, and
provision has been made to discharge
fociblocks from off-cuts direct into rail
wagons for transport to Albany.

Construction has been delayed by short-
ages of plant, material and labour, and in
particular by the lack of earth-moving
plant, required to provide the large volume
of filling called for at the selected site.
Thus, while the mill itself has been nearly
completed for some months, a fair amount
of filling and paving round the mill, and
on access and other roads, still remains
to be done. This work, however, will be
completed by the end of next winter, and
meanwhile, the mill will be able to com-
mence cutting.

State Shipping Service.

An amount of £445,000 is included in the
Estimates to complete the purchase of the
m.v. "Kabbarli" by the State Shipping
Service and to meet the cost of outfitting
the vessel. Last year, in accordance with
the agreement of sale, a deposit of £,40,000
was paid to the Australian Ship Building
Board and the balance of £300,000 is due
for payment on the completion and de-
livery of the vessel, which is expected to
take place towards the end of November.
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The cost of outfitting the vessel is the
responsibility of the State Government
and is estimated to involve expenditure
in the vicinity of £45,000.

The "Kabbarli" should prove very suc-
cessful on the coast, and an important
factor in its operation will be the ability
to maintain and dock it at Fremantle.
In order to enable the vessel to bring
additional frozen beef to the metropolitan
area, it has been decided to increase the
refrigerated cargo space from 120 tons to
380 tons, at an estimated cost of £40,000.
It Is intended to carry out the installa-
tions of the necessary equipment and the
insulation of the No. 2 hold, at Fremantle
in March next after the return of the
m.v. "Koolinda" from docking in Mel-
bourne.

State Brick Works.

The loan undertakings for the State
Brick Works comprise the establishment
of new works for the production of wire-
cut and pressed bricks. Last year, ex-
penditure on these jobs absorbed £135,000,
and it is expected that expenditure for
1951-52 will amount to £331,000.

The new wirecut works are now almost
completed, trial runs having already been
made. Full production at the rate of
150,000 bricks per week should commence
.soon. Progress on the new pressed brick
works is well advanced, and it is hoped to
have it in readiness by the end of the
financial year for a weekly production of
380,000 bricks.

General.

I have endeavoured to outline the pro-
posed expenditure this year by dealing
with the more important items of expendi-
ture. There are, of course, many minor
works which will be carried out to which
I have not referred. To have done so
would have made this long speech even
longer. Any information not provided in
the speech and desired by members will
be supplied during the subsequent debate.

The expenditure of all the estimated
amounts depends, in some cases, on the
arrival from oversea of equipment which
is on order, but conditions oversen are
such that delivery dat es arc uncertain.
Before the Estimates were prepared, ad-
vice was sought from oversea contractors,
and the Estimates represent the latest and
most reliable information available to the
Government.

The reduction in loan moneys has neces-
sarily eliminated some works which other-
wise would have been included. These
works have not the same high priority
as those included, though they are con-
sidered essential works. The works re-
maining in the programme now submitted
were determined only after very careful
scrutiny of the needs of all departments
and in the light of the Government's
policy of economic development.

While the reduced spending on loan
Works should make some contribution to-
wards checking inflation, it has to be re-
cognised that the execution of our develop-
ment and rehabilitation programmes will
be prolonged. By a wise selection of the
works to be done, however, the Govern-
ment believes that the economic develop-
ment of the State can Proceed smoothly
and effectively. I submit the Estimates
for the consideration of the Committee.

Progress reported.

BILL-LAW REFORM (COMMON
EMPLOYMENT),

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
Assembly's amendment to the amendment
made by the. Council.

DILL-RENTS AND TENANCIES
EMERGENCY PROVISIONS.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V.
Doney-Narrogin) [5.51 in moving the
second reading said: I wish to make it
clear that the provisions of this Bill repre-
sent the Considered opinion of the Govern-
ment as to what is the very best possible
in the rather exceptional circumstances in
which we find ourselves.

H-on. J. T. Tonkin: Were the magistrates
consulted?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member is early off the mark with his
questions.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is a fair question.

The CHIEF SECRETARY. The consult-
ing of everyone able to give any useful
advice in regard to the construction of the
Bill has not been my responsibility, but
I understand that the Attorney General
will be able to inform the hon. member
that that was done. I am not claiming
that this Bill is perfect, or even that it is
so near perfection as to be even reluctantly
acceptable to both landlords and tenants.
No side gets all it wants.

No Bill that deals with the complexities
and stubbornness of the age-old landlord
and tenant problem can ever bring equal
satisfaction to both sides or, for that mat-
ter, can ever be that brief, concise and
clear Bill that another place is so anxious
for and that I would have been only too
glad to provide had that been possible.
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Nor, I believe, would it be wise to submit
a Bill couched in the main-though some
people have wanted this-in the language
and intention of the recently defeated Bill.
Mambers will agree, I am sure, that to
do that would be deliberately provocative
to another place and would be but to ask
for a second rejection. The onus is upon
this Assembly and upon another place, for
that matter, to save this Bill, and that
can be done only by a co-operative attitude
on the part of one Chamber towards the
other.

Mr. W. Hegney: The same as in regard
to the last Bill!

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
giving an opinion at this juncture. The
hon. member can probably guess my
opinion, but we will leave it at that for
the moment. I would like to state my
view that there are three tendencies that
need correction. One is that strong and
calculated tendency to focus attention upon
the troubles of the landlord, and at the
same time to push the woes and wvorrie s
of the tenants into the background. An-
other-and this affects us here-is to de-
bate inter-Chamber grievances at the ex-
pense of time that should be given to the
rents and evictions issues. The third is
the foolish and, in my judgment, entirely
useless bias towards the parrot cry that
the existing Act is a hotchpotch of incon-
sistencies, ambiguities and misconceptions
and, as such, is beyond human under-
standing.

I am not sure that I have the three
long words absolutely correctly, but I think
I was sufficiently near them. As I see
that view of the situation, it is just one of
those smart quips that people put up some-
times to tickle the fancy of shallow-think-
ing people. I agree it is smart. I will
not agree it is anything else. It is not
even the truth, and I do not think anyone
here recognises it as being the truth. To
say it is beyond human understanding is
just a foolish overstatement. That is the.
only way I can describe it.

Admittedly, the Hill is difficult in parts
and, as cannot be avoided, there are other
parts subject to more than one interpre-
tation. Where does one find any major
Act of Parliament in this State or this
country, or in any country that is not
subject to varying interpretations? We
cannot escape that. I recall the Deputy
Premier making some reference to the
Chief Justice of England-I think it was
the Chief Justice-only recently lecturing
one of his courts, or it may have been
some gathering of senior legal luminaries,
upon the inevitable pregnability of all Acts:
even the smallest of them.

As I see it, an Act can always protect
itself against probable or anticipated con-
tingencies, but it has no chance on earth
of protecting itself against a horde of pos-
sible attacks arising from changing cir-
cumstances year after year and, in times

like these. month after month. In order
to be fair, we should consider in this case
the weekly assaults made upon the rent
Act in this State, and consider that a
lawyer will approve the Act, or attack it,
according to the requirements of the case
he happens to be handling-one today,
and Possibly a different case tomorrow.
So it needs to be an amazingly proper
Act in order successfully to withstand at-
tacks of that kind. There have been com-
plaints of delay in submitting this Bill.
I admit there has been a delay; I cannot
do otherwise.

Mr. W. Hegney: Who is responsible?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: Who does

the hon. member believe is responsible?
Mr. W. Hegney: I am asking you.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I know the
hon. member is. I was just wondering. I
I have a right to seek the hon. member's
opinion.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Minister
would know better than the hon. member.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I can say
in reply that the delay has arisen because
the Crown Law Department has to protect
so many strategic Points in the Bill from
outside legal attack as from the 1st Janu-
ary next; and also has to see that justice
might be meted out as evenly as possible
to the contending parties, namely, the
landlords and the tenants. I know that
members opposite, and those on this side
of the House, too, have frequently ques-
tioned me during recent weeks about the
delay, and I1 can understand their concern.
But the Government has been just as con-
erned as have members, and I want to say

that not one of these waiting days or hours
has been wasted.

Members, including you, Mr. Speaker,
will agree that there has been an obvious
intention in certain places to load the As-
sembly with all responsibility for the pre-
sent state of our rents legislation. I do not
take that too kindly. That intention, in
my judgment, is most improper, particu-
larly having regard to the well-known
history of the case. Whilst I am not going
to deal with that, I do want to stress the
fact that except for a few money Hills,
the blame or kudos-if indeed there be any
kudos-for all Bills must be borne equally
by the two Houses, since each House shares
equally with the other the responsibility
for the final shaping and intention of all
Western Australian legislation.

What another Place did in rejecting the
rents Hill last session was strictly within
its legal rights, and I do not blame it at
all. Nevertheless, if anyone were to ask
me whether the Legislative Council was
justified in that rejection, I would cer-
tainly answer in the negative, but even so
if another place happened to be asked the
same question I am sure it would reply In
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the affirmative; and it so happens that In
the case under review it is the opinion of
the Legislative Council that counts

Hon. J. B. Sleeman:. It seems to me that
the Minister was left with the Labour
members there supporting him, and the
others against him.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The hon.
member knows as much about that as I do,
and whether what he says is right or
wrong is not worthy of discussion.

Hon. J. B3. Sleeman: You should disci-
pline your members there.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know that I am interested in that for the
moment. I shall deal now with the ex-
pressed desire by certain people that the
control of rents should be allowed to lapse.
I can find not a single commonsense excuse
for such a course. No member, either here
or in another place, can justifiably plead
that the position which the Act of 1939
was designed to control has so improved
that the Act can now be safely set aside.
Yet there are people, sensible enough at
ordinary times, who will insist that control
is no longer necessary. In 1939 the hous-
ing position, both here and in the other
States, was such that protective legislation
became necessary.

Today, as members know, owing to the
heavy weight of immigration, and despite
the splendid efforts put forth by the State
Housing Commission. the position in West-
ern Australia, and, of course, in all the
other States, whilst under control, is
nevertheless most serious and requires the
closest possible protection or considera-
tion. So, in the circumstances, It is most
inconsiderate and improper in my judg-
ment to have regard for the necessity of
one side only, and airily and foolishly to
sum up the housing and rental position
by saying that there is now no need for
protection. I am referring to the constant
plea that there is no longer any need for
protection but that the position will right
itself; and that rents, if left alone, will
find their own level and no-one need worry
about the position any more.

The Minister for Health: Mr. Speaker,
I would like to know what the light is In
the Chamber that I have not experienced
before. Is there something wrong with
the lighting facilities here? There seems
to have been a flashlight.

Hon. A. H. Panton: That was the Minis-
ter's eyes flashing. He was very annoyed.

The Minister for Health: May I say in
explanation that if it was a flashlight from
anywhere, as a result of which a photo-
graph is likely to appear in the papers, I,
as a Minister, object.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I might say,
with reference to the remarks of the Minis-
ter for Health, that I am as much con-
cerned as anyone else in the Chamber,
and I raise no objection at all. I was
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speaking about the suggestion that rents
would find their own level if left alone.
The level that people making that
statement have in mind, as I see the
position, is not that normal fairplay-and-
justice-to-all level, but rather the fright-
ening skyhigh level of heavily inflated
rentals charged by those who have been
in the habit for a long while now of out-
witting the law-those houseowners who
charge £3 and more per week for a single
room, and whose consciences in my judg-
ment are so callous as no longer to operate.
Those are the people who will surely start
to take advantage of the 'position if, in
today's parlance, the lid is lifted.

I might explain that when I speak of
houseowners of this type, I am not refer-
ring to houseowners as a body but only to
that small and greedy group who form,
in my judgment, no more than about five
per cent, of the whole number in the State.
I am acquainted with many landlords and
landladies who are not only reasonable in
regard to this matter, but extremely gen-
erous. Mention of the better type of
householders reminds me of a deputation
of houseowners that waited on me about
November of last year. These people were
led by a Mr. Kensitt, I think, who, I
understand, is president of the House
Owners' Association. Both Mr. Kensltt
and the other members of the deputation,
appeared to be men of an extremely reas-
onable type. I have no complaint what-
ever about their attitude towards the
rental problems we were then discussing.

Hon. J, B. Sleeman: They sent out a cir-
cular afterwards.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, I saw
it. I assume they had the right to send
it out. Speaking still of the need for con-
tinuance of control, I mention here that no
other State-none at least that I know of-
talks of discontinuing controls. The diffi-
culties that confront us here equally and
similarly confront them, so I hope that
members will not run away with the idea
that we have greater troubles than the
other States, because we have not. I un-
derstand that applicants for houses in this
State number somewhere in the vicinity
of 15.000. 1 am not too sure of that figure,
but the Minister for Housing can correct
me it I am wrong. On the basis of four
persons to a house, that number represents
some 60.000 people.

If we think of the terrific competition
that exists for the available housing, as
represented by these figures, we will realise
how plain it is that a new standard of
rents could quite easily come into being if
the lid were lifted. The absence of re-
strictions would probably-one cannot be
absolutely sure of this-in many cases push
rents up to at least two or three times what
they are now. I know that there are those
who say that housing accommodation is
worth what it will fetch, but that is not
so and cannot be so. Members know that
some rents, no matter what the prevailing
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conditions are, will be below what they are
worth; whilst many would be what might
be termed fair; and many more would
probably be three or four times more than
their actual value. I think it should be
agreed, in this Chamber anyhow, that to
allow protection and control to cease would
imply judgment of a quite childish type.

This Bill, as its title indicates, is for an
Act relating to rents and the recovery of
possession of certain premises, and for
matters incidental thereto. It repeals the
Increase of Rent (War Restrictions) Act
which under present conditions, is due to
expire on the 31st December, 1951. If this
Bill is assented to before that time, then
the Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act will cease to exist at that date. If
assent is not given by the two Houses, then
of course the existing supervision and con-
trol over rents will lapse after the 31st
December next.

As members will recall, this is the second
occasion in about two months that legisla-
tion on this subject has been dealt with
by this Parliament. The first measure was
passed by this Chamber without a division
and, I believe, without a single dissentient
voice. However, the measure was lost in
another place, and the Government was
so concerned about the serious conse-
quences which would ensue because of the
lack of effective legislation that it took the
unusual course of seeking the prorogation
of Parliament and the opening of a new
session so that this measure might be intro-
duced. That the Government thought fit
to take such action is an indication of
the great importance it attaches to the
need for continued legislation to deal with
rents, evictions and other problems linked
up with the question of rents.

Of course it is Government policy to re-
move controls wherever desirable and where
the need for them has ceased to exist.
But with the question of rents and evic-
tions, this procedure has not been possible
or desirable owing to existing circum-
stances. The purport of the Bill intro-
duced during his absence by the Deputy
Premier was to rectify anomalies in the
existing legislation, but as the provisions
of that measure were not acceptable to
another place an attempt is now being
made, by this Bill, not to amend the exist-
ing law, but to introduce an entirely new
measure designed to ease controls in cer-
tain directions and to maintain the pro-
cedure for adjusting differences between
landlords and tenants.

Briefly stated, the Bill's most important
proposals are those providing for a quali-
fied but general increase of up to ten per
cent, on rentals as at the date of the
passing of the Bill. It also provides for
extended jurisdiction for courts to deter-
mine a fair rent as well as' limited protec-
tion in respect of evictions, with particular
reference to Servicemen, certain classes of
ex-Servicemen and/or their dependants,

and the exclusion from the operations of
the Act of certain premises such as those
owned by the Crown, holiday premises to
a limited extent, farms and the like. As
members can see, the Bill is divided into
six parts, thus providing easy reference.
Quite a few definitions are included in
the measure and that, of course, is essential
for legislation of this nature.

It might be as well to mention here that
the term "lease,"~ as referred to so often
in the Bill, includes any contract for the
letting of premises whether orally or in
writing and for a fixed term or otherwise.
The owner of premises let on a Verbal
agreement for a weekly tenancy is a lessor
and his tenant is a lessee; that, of course,
is the same as with written agreements.
Having gone beyond the definitions, the
Bill then sets out that its provisions will
apply to all premises, including part of
premises where the part is separately
leased-the reference here, of course, is
to shared accommodation-but excludes,
as T have already stated, Premises of the
Crown, either Commonwealth or State,
an instrumentality of the Crown, premises
of the State Housing Commission, the
McNess Housing Trust and premises in re-
spect of which there subsists a publican's
general license, a hotel license, a way-
side-house license, an Australian wine and
beer license, or an Australian wine license,
Issued pursuant to the provisions of the
Licensing Act.

H-on. A. R. G. Hawke: Why exclude
those premises?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think the
hon. member knows even better than I
do. It was done last time and T do not
remember that he raised any objection.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I did.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sure

that by nowv the hon. member is fully in
accord with the action' being taken to
continue to exclude these premises. The
Bill will also exclude premises which,
for the time being are used or which
are ordinarily used as a grazing area,
farm, orchard, vineyard, market garden,
dairy farm, poultry farm, pig farm
or apiary. It also excludes dwelling-
houses ordinarily used for the occu-
pation of persons employed by the lessor
while so used, and any Premises leased
for holiday purposes where the period of
the lease to any one lessee does not ex-
ceed 12 weeks. Finally, there is a provi-
sion by which any premises may be de-
clared by proclamation to be excluded
from the provisions of the Act.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is a danger-
ous power, surely.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
know to what it specifically refers, but I
should imagine there would be odd and rare
cases that might arise at any time-may-
be business premises for all I know, houses
difficult to classify in some way or other.
or maybe one of those houses which is
used as a dwelling and a shop as well.
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Of course it is well known, and the hon.
member will agree, that very often these
cases crop up and they cannot be fore-
seen. If they could be foreseen they would
be provided for in the Bill, but I think
it wise to have that clause in the measure
to cover buildirigs. of the type to which I
have referred, because in such cases they
could become a problem. I have already
made mention of the fact that there is
provision for a qualified but general in-
crease of up to ten per cent. in rentals.
I agree that that requires further elabora-
tion.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It requires justifi-
cation.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Owners of
premises let on or before the day on which
this measure applies will be permitted to
charge the rent lawfully chargeable at
that date under the old Act, plus a margin
of up to ten per cent. as may be agreed
in writing between the parties concerned.
In addition, increased outgoings, if any,
may be charged, but spread over a speci-
fied period subject to 14 days' notice to
the lessee--this, of course, is brought over
from the old Act. It is set out in the Bill
that the ten per cent. increase will not
apply where the rent has already been
determined by a judge, the court or a
rent inspector, Increased outgoings repre-
sent expenditure not already included in
the rent, for rates, taxes, charges for clean-
Ing or the supply of gas and electricity and
charges for insur.n,nce payable pursuant to
a lease by a lessor in respect of premises.

With regard to premises which have
never previously been let or leased and are
let after the day on which the Act com-
mences-that is the 1st January, 1952-
rent is not to exceed that at which the
Premises are first let, unless, of course,
there are increased outgoings which may
be added subject to the usual notice of 14
days. Therefore, either party-lessor or
lessee, owner or tenant--may apply to
the- court from time to time for a fair rent
to be determined. There is provision also
that any person who is so entitled and
intends to let premises may apply for a
fair rent to be determined prior to occu-
pation of such Premises. Where the pre-
mises are part of other premises-and
here again we are touching upon the shared
accommodation problem-which part Is
leased separately for residential purposes
at a rental not exceeding £2 a week, an
application for a fair rent shall be made
to the rent inspector; where the rental
for part of premises is beyond that amount,
all applications must be made to the court.

The Bill provides that in determining
the amount of rent to be charged, the
rent inspector or the court may take into
consideration such factors as are deemed
to be relevant. There is also a provision
that if a rent inspector is of the opinion
that the rent of premises on which he
is asked to make a determination would
exceed £2 l0s. per week, he shall refrain
from making a determination and shall

refer the application to the court, unless
the lessor and lessee agree, in writing,
to the rent inspector's making a de-
termination. That, I think, is a very use-
ful provision and one that I feel sure will
be acceptable to all members. Then there
is provision for appeals to the magistrate
or a judge of the Supreme Court, as the
case may be.

Mention is made of a provision which
states that where the capital value of
the premises exceeds £3,000 the lessor or
the lessee may appeal to a judge of the
Supreme Court against a decision of the
local court. Although it does not say
so, I take it that the value of the house
would, by arrangement, be according to
the judgment of an approved valuer. Once
a rent determination has been made by
the rent inspector, the local court or the
Supreme Court, neither the lessor nor
the lessee may make further applications
for a variation of the rent until after the
expiration of six months. There is the
qualification, however, that an applica-
tion may be made within that period
where it can be proved that some injus-
tice has occurred by reason of error or
omission; where substantial alterations.
for instance, have been made to the pre-
mises, or where there has been a sub-
stantial increase or decrease in the use
of furniture, goods, etc., supplied under
the term of whatever lease happens to
be involved.

All of these provisions for the de-
termination of rentals are considered to
be an equitable way of dealing with the
disputes which arise from time to time
with landlords and tenants. At present
there is no limitation at all placed upon
the rent inspector's jurisdiction to de-
ternilne a fair rent where the accom-
modation is part of the premises or, as
it is more commonly known, shared ac-
commodation. But by the Bill the in-
spector's authority will be limited to pre-
mises which are part of other premises
leased or let separately for residential
purposes at a rental not exceeding £2 per
week. Any determination of rentals be-
yond that amount will be subject to the
jurisdiction of the court which procedure,
in my judgment anyhow, represents a
very considerable improvement upon the
practice up to this date.

Turning to that part of the Bill which
deals with recovery of possession of pre-
mises-and this is a very important mat-
ter-we find it sets out that eviction pro-
tection will not apply in respect of pre-
mises Jet after the 31st December. 1950.
or to premises which the tenant sub-lets
either wholly or in part without the con-
sent of the owner. It is very necessary to
explain that this would not affect premises
where there is temporary or casual use,
such as the accommodation of a friend or
relative and where there is no considera-
tion in money or moneys worth involved,
and is not in contravention of any specific
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provision of the lease which controls the
transaction. Eviction protection will not
apply to people who as lodgers occupy
premises, or who, in the opinion of the
court, occupy premises as lodgers; nor will
it apply in respect of premises leased for
a fixed term until that term has expired:
nor will it apply to premises subject to
a periodic tenancy until that tenancy has
been determined.

All other premises with certain reserva-
tions, which I shall indicate, are subject
to protection in respect of eviction. if
the lessor happens to be a person who has
owned the Premises for at least six
months, and has resided in the Common-
wealth for at least two years and requires
the premises for any purpose for his own
occupation, or for occupation by both or
either of his parents, or a married child,
and who have resided in the Common-
wealth for at least two years. the owner
may make a statutory declaration setting
out these requirements and give to a ten-
ant notice to quit. Such notice shall be
that to which the lessee is entitled at law.
or six months, whichever is the longer.

If the lessor is a body, whether incor-
porated or not, and has owned the pre-
mises for at least six months and requires
the premises for occupation for any pur-
pose by that body, by its agents, or ser-
vants. or by another body which is the
lessor's partner, it may cause one of its
officers to make a statutory declaration
specifying the details as provided for in
the Bill and may give to all persons oc-
cupying the Premises similar notice to
quit. A new provision creeps in here,
namely, if the lessor is a trustee and re-
quires the premises for the purpose of
winding up the trust he may make a
statutory declaration to that effect, and
may give to the lessee and all other per-
sons occupying the premises notice to Quit.

Mr. Brady: That is a dangerous pro-
vision.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think so; it seems to be quite a reason-
able one and if I had seen it in the pre-
vious Bill I certainly would not have
moved for its excision.

Mr. Brady: The estate of those who die
intestate could cause a lot of trouble.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not
think so. I think it would ease the trouble
that the hon. member has in mind. The
Bill goes on to state that any time after
the notice of expiration to quit, the court
shall make the necessary order, where the
lessor requires the premises for his own
occupation or for those people I have
mentioned, or where a body or organisa-
tion is involved. Those who recover pos-
session under these provisions shall not
at any time during the 12 months follow-
ing the date of recovery lease or part with
possession of the premises except by leave

of the court. For any infraction of that
law a very heavy penalty is likely to be
imposed.

There is another important provision
regarding evictions and that relates to
the occupation of premises by unsatisfac-
tory tenants. There are, of course, plenty
of unsatisfactory tenants just as there
are unsatisfactory landlords. The Bill sets
out the necessary procedure for an ap-
proach to the court in such cases, and the
court may exercise its discretion in dealing
with this matter. It is not particularly
easy to set out the several situations which
will call for treatment-that is because of
some unsatisfactory activity on the part
of the client-so it is quite a proper thing
to allow the whole matter to be at the
determination of the court.

Some of the factors that might be taken
into account are where a person has de-
clined to pay or for some reason has not
paid the rent, or where he has failed to
take reasonable care of the premises.
There are, I suppose, other conditions
which could render a person liable to
eviction proceedings and these would be
for non-observance of a condition of a
lease, where the person has been guilty
of conduct which is a nuisance of annoy-
ance to neighbours: where he has been
convicted of using the premises for an
illegal purpose: or where he has become
the occupant of premises by virtue of an
assignment or transfer to which the lessor
has not consented. In proceedings of this
nature, of course, the notice to quit shall
be that to which the person is entitled
at law, or 28 days, whichever is the longer.

It might be appropriate to observe here
that eviction proceedings for many of the
reasons I have mentioned are provided
for in the regulations gazetted under the
original Act. For the sake of greater
convenience they have now been trans-
ferred to the Bill under discussion. One
very important aspect of the measure deals
with protected persons. It sets out that
"a protected person" shall be-

(a) A person receiving a pension under
the Australian Soldiers Repatria-
tion Act for total and permanent
Incapacity;

(b) the widow of a person whose death
occurred during or as a result of
his war service if and while she
has any child of his under the age
of 21 years dependant upon and
residing with her and while she
remains his widow.

Mr. Marshall: Suppose she remarries
and still has children under 21 years. What
happens then?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I take it that
she could then hardly be regarded as a
widow. Under the Bill a protected person
also means a person engaged on war ser-
vice within any Prescribed area outside
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the Commonwealth. ,I think that is a
repetition, word for word, of what was in
the Bill that was defeated in another place.

Mr. Marshall: That is nothing favour-
able to its support.

Mr. Hutchinson: Were not you going
to have the word "State" instead of "Com-
monwealth?"

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The mere
conversion of the word "Commonwealth"
into "State" would not be of much use-
at least not if the hon. member had an
amendment in mind. It would need to be
done in some other way. I am not averse
-and it would not be much use my being
averse-to members submitting just 'what
amendments they consider desirable in the
interests of the landlords and the tenants.
Under the provisions of the Bill "war ser-
vice" is defined as follows:-

"War service" means service as a
member of the armed forces of the
Commonwealth under the Defence
Act, 1903, the Naval Defence Act, 1910,
or the Air Force Act, 1923. during any
war, or during any operation prescribed
by regulation to be an operation of
the nature of war, in which war or
operation His Majesty became or be-
comes engaged on or after the third
day of September, one thousand nine
hundred and thirty-nine.

Mr. Marshall: Would that cover men
serving under the United Nations flag in
Korea?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Does the
hon. member mean Australians?

Mr. Marshall: We are not concerned
with Yankees in this Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: This would
obviously take in the type of service the
hon. member has in mind.

Mr. Marshall: They are not fighting for
the Commonwealth. They are fighting
under the United Nations flag.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: They are
fighting with the general support and con-
sent of the Commonwealth Government.
Subaclause (2) paragraph (a) sets out-

On the hearing of any proceedings
for an order for the recovery of pos-
session of Premises from a protected
person or the ejectment of a protected
person from premises, the Court shall
notify the State Housing Commission.

The Commission, on being notified, shall
make available to the protected person a
worker's home or a dwelling-house for
rental purposes. Until a house has been
made available, the court shall not make
an order against a protected person, un-
less it is satisfied that refusal to make an
order would cause substantially greater
hardship to the lessor than to the pro-
tected person, or that the acts or oms-
sions of the protected person had been

such as to render him undeserving of relief.
Those proposals are similar in effect to the
provisions in the existing Act and are con-
sidered to offer sufficient protection for
the classes of person set out in the defini-
tion-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Considered by whom?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: By me-and

provide adequate opportunity for adjust-
ment where both the landlord and the
tenant happen to come within the defini-
tion. The Bill provides that a person shall
not refuse to let residential premises for
the sole reason that it is intended that
a child shall live therein. It also permits
a lessor to enter premises and inspect.
subject of course to the terms of the
lease, within certain specified hours, which
is quite proper, and with due notice to
the tenant of intention to inspect. Failure
to permit a lessor so to inspect would be
regarded as non-observance of a condition
of the lease.

Provision is also made for offences
and penalties and for the prosecution of
offences, proceedings for which may be
commenced within two years from the time
w"hen the matter of the complaint first
arose. In 1his regard, the maximum
penalty is £500. This would include pro-
vision for cases where key-money and the
like are involved. The Bill concludes by
stipulating that the Act shall continue in
operation until the 31st December, 1952.

The measure contains a number of other
clauses, but most of them are of a machi-
nery nature and require no explanation
at this juncture. It is not for me to ex-
plain further, if I have not already done
so, that the Proposals in the Bill do not
represent a Perfect solution of the prob-
lems and difficulties with which we are
dealing. Rather would I prefer to say
that they represent a sincere and realistic
approach by the Government to legislate
for some reasonable adjustment in respect
of the difficulties that arise in landlord
and tenant relationships.

Before closing my remarks I must stress
one matter to the fullest extent, namely,
that from the point of view of totally and
permanently incapacitated or disabled
Servicemen, it is in every way essential
that this measure should be passed into
law. Otherwise, these very deserving people
will have no protection whatever against
being thrown upon the streets homeless
and more or less helpless. Recently a
deputation from the union of totally dis-
abled Servicemen waited upon me with the
object of ensuring that their Plight would
not be overlooked when this legislation was
being framed.

I was especially interested in one of the
members of the deputation. I know his
name, but I do not intend to mention it.
Being interested in him. I asked him for
some details of his present life. He told
me, amongst other things, that he has 11
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children, four of them in the Armed Forces
-two in the A.IP. and two in the Air
Force; three others having completed Army
service are in the C.M.F., and one is in
the school cadets. 'There can be no doubt
that this man, who may possibly have to
f ace eviction at some time or other, is of
the type that most of us would envy. He
suffers acutely from having been a soldier,
but he is evidently not of the type that
would prevent his boys from doing their
duty. We cannot get better Australians
than father and sons such as those to
whom I am referring.

This is not an occasion when I would
put forth any special pleading. Members
know just as well as I do what the situ-
ation calls for in relation to these people.
Before the deputation left, I asked this
man whether he had a copy of the medical
certificate, which he had earlier sent to the
State Housing Commission. He supplied
a copy, which I should like to read-

This is to certify that Mr.
is suffering from a dangerous cardiac
illness which Periodically causes him
dangerous cerebral episodes. These
turns are made considerably worse by
any Sort Of Worry. I am given to
understand that Mr. is having
housing trouble and, from my own ex-
perience, I know that every time these
problems of housing arise, Mr.has what is known as a cerebral vascua-
lar attack, each one progressively
worse, the last one necessitating ad-
mission to Hollywood Hospital. In
each attack he is in grave danger of
losing his life, and for this reason it is
strongly urged that all his housing
Problems be removed by whatever
method is available.

I have read that certificate so that mem-
bers may have in mind during the debate
that, if for no other reason, we should
go to all lengths In order to ensure that
the Bill is accepted, not only in this H-ouse
but also in another place.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: A man like that
should have had a house long ago.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Hie is occu-
pying a house where he has lived for the
last 10 or 12 years. and, though I am
not sure of the reason for his now being
under notice of eviction, it is not due to
bad behaviour or failure to pay the rent.
I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
timre.

On motion of Hon. J, T. Tonkin, debate
adjourned.

BILL--COAL MINING; INVDUSTRY LONG
SERVICE LEAVE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 15th Nov-

ember. .

MR. MAY (Collie) [6.111: When the
Minister introduced the Bill, I was rather
alarmed to find a reference to the effect
that only members of unions that had
received the endorsement of the Board of
Reference prior to the 18th April, 1951,
would be eligible for long service leave.
Some unions have received the board's
approval since then, and consequently I
made inquiries and research about that
phase of the Bill. I have ascertained that
the unions approved by the Board of Refer-
ence to participate in long service leave
may do so on the approval of the Com-
monwealth and they may be brought with-
in the interpretation by proclamation.
That is to say, all the unions in the coal-
mining industry in the State, not men-
tioned in the Bill, may be included by
proclamation when the Board of Refer-
ence has approved of their admission and
the board's decision has been approved by
the Commonwealth.

This allays the fears I entertained on
that score, and I am now satisfied in my
own mind that all unions in the industry
will be granted long service leave on re-
ceiving endorsement by the Board of Refer-
ence and subsequently by the Common-
wealth Government. In the matter of the
administration of the fund, the.- State
merely acts as the agent for the Common-
wealth, and so this measure is simply en-
abling legislation to carry out the work
under that agency. It does not cause the
State any financial anxiety inasmuch as
responsibility for the cost of long service
leave in the Industry rests with the Com-
monwealth Government.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MAY: Prior to the tea suspension,
I was referring to the craft unions in the
coalmining industry that have not been
provided with long service leave, When the
original Act was passed last year, rant-
ing long service leave to coalminers. the
only persons actually coming within its
amnbit were the coalminers themselves. I
do not know why the craft unions were
left out, but since then the Commonwealth
has agreed that all1 craft unions within
the industry should be included under the
long service leave provisions, provideQ that
each of those unions is recognised and
approved by the local board of reference.
The Bill will enable those craft unions
to be so included.

Provision is also made that any union
subsequently coming within the industry
may a~pply to the local board of refer-
ence for long service leave and, if the
application is agreed to, the matter is then
to be referred to the Coal Tribunal for
confirmation. Long service leave is now
enjoyed by coalminers in all States of the
Commonwealth. I believe the idea was
that it should be used as an incentive to
employees in the industry to increase pro-
duction, and to encourage continuity of
employment and production in the Indus-
try. I do not think there are any men
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more deserving of this privilege than are
the coalminers of Western Australia who,
without this incentive, have for many
years past kept up continuity of produc-
tion of coal to meet the needs of all State
instrumentalities.

The principle of long service leave, hav-
ing been recognised by the Commonwealth
Government, should be applied to every
individual working within the industry.
This measure represents a great step f or-
ward in the conditions under which coal-
miners work and will, no doubt, prove
to be a further incentive towards con-
tinuity of production. I am satisfied that
all employees belonging to unions work-
ing within the industry will, in the course
of time, come under the long service leave
provisions. I hope the House will sup-
port the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee,
Hill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.

0. P. Wild-Dale) (7.37] in moving the
second reading said: This Bill is short
and 'to the point, being, in effect, the
formal reintroduction of the old workers'
Homes Act into the house-building pro-
gramme of Western Australia. During
the past 12 months, only 20 odd houses
were built under this Act but, with the
help of some finance that has been made
available through the loan programme,
the State Housing Commission is about
to embark on a much more liberal build-
ing policy under provisions similar to those
of the old Workers' Homes Act. During the
past 12 months, three large pre-cut
house factories have been erected and con-
tracts have been let with them for the
supply of pre-cut dwellings. These houses
are an innovation in this State in that
the factories arc able to supply all the
components, with the result that we are
now able to fid builders who are prepared
to take contracts to erect small numbers
of these houses in far-flung country
centres.

At the present moment we are build-
ing in 113 country towns, and it is only
by virtue of the complete delivery of all
components that builders and contractors
have been persuaded to take on the erec-
tion of these homes in those areas. This
amending Bill is a step in the right
direction because it is necessary, in the
interests of the people of the State, for
us to press forward to the day when every
man will own his home. We all know
that once a man owns a square inch of
the country, he becomes a better citizen.

Furthermore, the funds position under the
Commonwealth -State rental agreement is
not as good as we might like it to be,
and one cannot foretell what will hap-
pen during the next financial year.

I take this opportunity of warning the
House-not that I have any inside in-
formation-that we will have to move
gradually from Commonwealth -State ren-
tal homes to workers' homes, because I
can see from the obvious signs that funds
to continue our present rate of build-
ing Commonwealth -State rental homes
will not be available in the future. There-
fore, men who have been on our waiting
list for some three, four or five years
will-unfortunate as it may be-have to
look to their laurels and try to do some-
thing for themselves.

Mr. Hoar: You will have to step up
the capital of the Rural and industries
Hank.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: Un-
fortunately, they have not the money,
either. The first matter dealt with in
the Bill is an arnemndment to that pro-
vision of the parent Act defining "a
worker". Last year, we amended the
Act to provide for a man receiving up
to £750 a year, but members will realise
that, with the recent basic wage in-
creases, there are few workers today who
would come within the limit. Unless that
figure is raised, the very people for whom
the Act was brought down will be ex-
cluded. This amendment, to which I
hope the House will agree, seeks to ad-
just that £750 limit by allowing all basic
wage increases subsequent to the 1st
November, 1950. As an indication to
members of what the position is today,
I might mention that the £750 limit
would exclude workers in many of the
lower income groups. Today, a carpenter.
without overtime, earns £725, as does the
bricklayer and plasterer also. It is there-
fore possible that, if the basic wage con-
tinues to rise as it has recently, we will
find that, before Parliament meets next
year, many of these men will be outside
the ambit of the Act.

The second amendment is to Section 23
of the parent Act, which limits the opera-
tion of the resumption powers to a five-
year period. That period expires in
January next, and I will ask the House to
agree to a continuation for a further two
years. At present the Housing Commis-
sion has 14.000 building blocks, in addi-
tion to which there are the resumptions
at Wanneroo but these at the moment,
are the subject of an appeal by one of
the companies from which we resumed a
large tract of land, and so it can be said
that they are sub judice. Those 14,000
blocks would be sufficient for the Commis-
sion's requirements for seven or eight
years. It is necessary for the Commission
to have power of resumption because on
many occasions, when it is desired to have
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a re-subdivision one man may bold out
although negotiations have been opened
with him and he may refuse to sell.
Furthermore, under the State Housing
Act, even though it is ridiculous to think
of it at the moment, the Commission has
the power of slum clearance, and it will
be imperative to have the power of re-
sumption should that phase of its work
be commenced.

The final amendment proposes to amend
Section 45 of the Act to allow of a man,
owning or taking possession of a worker's
home, immediately to commence making
his payment from the date he takes up
occupation. That provision is contained
in the War Service Homes Act, but the
position at the moment, under the
Workers' Homes Act, is that until a man
actually occupies his home, which may
not be completed for six or seven months.
there is no power to make him commence
his payments immediately, and it is in the
interests of the applicant, who has to
spread his payments over a period of, say,
40 years, to make his first payment at
the earliest possible date.

Finally, I want to make reference to the
unfortunate criticism made by a member
of another place, about two or three weeks
ago, against the staff of the State Hous-
ing Commission. I do not intend to de-
scend to his level: the State Housing
Commission is much too high above that.
However, I would like to repeat to the
House, as I have done on prior occasions,
that I know of no body of civil servants
who can be Praised more than the staff of
the State, Housing Commission. They are
harassed day and night, and it is very
poor recompense to them for a member
in another place to criticise men who have
no right of reply.

Mr. May: There is only one thing
wrong; they are all underpaid.

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
They are indeed a very fine body of mien,
and when I heard the accusations made
against them I was extremely upset. It
is just as well two weeks have elapsed
since that outburst, otherwise I might
have contributed to the reputation that
is given to redhaired men and said some-
thing that I would have regretted after-
wards.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How about wiping
them all out?

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING:
The members of the staff, as would any-
body else, have been greatly concerned at
the criticism to which they were subjected.
They held an orderly meeting and ap-
proached the chairman of the Housing
Commission who, in turn, informed the
Premier that they were disgusted and up-
set because a public man should make
such accusations against them. When I
returned from the Eastern States I called
the section leaders before me, and relter-

ated that the statements made were in
no way those of the Government or of
mine, and I asked them to dismiss from
their minds anything that they might
have read in the Press two or three weeks
previously. When people criticise my
department, as it has been criticised, they
tread right on my corns and I like to de-
fend the staff as strongly as possible. The
staff of the Housing Commission deplores
the accusations, and I think the House
will agree with me that that body of men
is doing a very fine job.

On motion by Mr. Lawrence, debate ad-
journed.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
it Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 13th Novem-
ber on the Treasurer's financial statement
and on the Annual Estimates, Mr. Perkins
in the Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £4.955:

MR. J. HEGNEY (Middle Swan) 17.501]:
I have read the statement by the Premier
on the Estimates of Revenue and Expendi-
ture and have examined many of the
items. The one thing that strikes me is
that in almost every case, the estimate
for receipts has exceeded the actual esti-
mate substantially and that the estimate
of expenditure for the year just passed
has also been exceeded considerably. I note
also, that Western Australia, as with other
States, is dependent for almost half of its
income from the Commonwealth, by way
of income tax reimbursement, special
grants made available through the Grants
Commission, and from other sources. It
transpires that when the year had ad-
vanced a little it was found that the
Treasurers of the respective States were
confronted with great difficulties, and as
a result they met in conference with the
Commonwealth authorities. At that con-
ference it was pointed out by the States
how financially embarrassed they were,
and that the formula that had been
worked out for the payments to each
State was totally inadequate and that the
Commonwealth would have to come to
the aid of the States and grant more sub-
stantial allowances.

That is what actually happened at that
stage. Subsequently the States found that
the formula, on which a grant of 70.4
million pounds was made available for dis-
tribution among the States, was totally
inadequate and before many months had
elapsed 90.4 million pounds had been allo-
cated for distribution. They had two
goes at it because the first alloca-
tion was totally inadequate, and then an
extra £5,000,000 was made available for
distribution on a pro rata basis In accord-
ance with the formula laid down; and
subsequently the Commonwealth Treas-
urer, of his own volition, made another
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:115.000,000 available to assist the States
in their financial difficulties. That, of
course, was in addition to the amount
they received from the Grants Commis-
-sion and, in regard to this State, the
£1,000,000 provided by the Commonwealth
'Treasurer to Indemnify it as a result of
the added costs and a substantial increase
in the basic wage of £1 per week. The
Commonwealth made three attempts be-
fore it could hand out to the States suf-
ficient for them to carry on.

When addressing the Committee the
Leader of the Opposition pointed out how
entirely dependent on the Commonwealth
we are for finance. He indicated that if
at some future tfime we had a Common-
wealth Government that was not so
favourably disposed as was its predeces-
sor, things could become very difficult for
the Treasurer of this State. Again this
year the estimate of revenue is to be con-
siderably in excess of last year's takings.
I think the amount budgeted for is
£33,000,000 which is almost £5,000,000 in
excess of what the Treasurer received last
year. The same thing applies to expendi-
ture: so much so, that on this occasion,
although the Treasurer budgeted for a
substantial deficit on the last Estimates,
when he received the payments from the
Commonwealth he showed a surplus at
the e nd of the year. However, on this
occasion, budgeting for the forthcoming
year, he expects a small deficit of £0,.000.

whether the Estimates will be any-
where near the amount estimated or
whether they will vary to the same degree
as they did during the past twelve months,
remains to be seen. Unfortunately, the
-position does not indicate how difficult it
is for the Treasurer to carry on, because
during the war the uniform Income taxproposal was put into force and we as a
State Parliament have now no say what-
ever in fixing the rates of taxation. We
are entirely dependent on the rates fixed
by the Commonwealth Parliament. As
members know, under the last Common-
wealth Budget it was proposed to increase
the income tax in Australia by a uniform
ten per cent. As we are entirely depend-
ent upon the Commonwealth Treasurer
as to the distribution of the income tax
received, although we may be doing fairly
well at present, if we strike the difficult
times that'- appear to be in the offing,
there is no doubt that the Treasurer of
this State would be faced with a diffi-
cult task, no matter who he may be.

When the Treasurer tells us how much
he intends to spend on this department
or in that direction it is all very well if
one knows what the income tax will be
but, when he is entirely dependent on the
Commonwealth Treasurer and he has a
deficit of a few thousand pounds, he is in
great straits indeed. The Premier made
reference to the fact that a committee of
advisers to the Treasurers was set up to

examine the financial relationship be-
tween the States and the Commonwealth,
and whether a conference. could be called
to discuss the question of a fairer distri-
bution of the revenue received than they
were receiving at that time. The Premier
also referred to the fact that the Loan
Council met and the Premiers' Conference
was held to give attention to these prob-
lems, because they were of pressing
urgency. However, because their attention
was direc ted to these urgent and current
affairs they were unable to apply them-
selves to the fundamentals of the problem;
that is, to work out a much more reliable
and accurate system than exists now in
regard to the financial relationship be-
tween the Commonwealth and the States.
Therefore it will be very interesting to
see Wvhat will happen in the future.

Throughout the Budget speech there
were indications of the effect of rising
costs on economic conditions generally,
and the difficulties confronting the State
in the administration of its affairs were
made plain in almost every direction. Side
by side with that consideration is the
fact ,that the basic wage has risen sub-
stantially during the past 12 months. One
might say that costs have risen almost
catastrophically. These factors make it
increasingly difficult for the State to find
the necessary funds to cope with the situ-
ation. Where will it all end? Recently
the Commonwealth Government took cer-
tain corrective measures, but whether they
will have the effect anticipated and pro-
duction is directed to the most advantag-
eous channels instead of being devoted to
luxury industries, the future months will
show.

It is only a few years since the Federal
Treasurer of today was critical of a former
holder of that portfolio, Mr. Chifley, be-
cause he was not reducing taxation quickly
enough. He suggested that the taxation
levied upon companies and those in the
higher incomes groups was altogether too
severe and that substantial reductions
should be granted. When, however, in due
course the gentleman himself became
Federal Treasurer, he found it necessary
to introduce legislation to increase tax-
ation-quite contrary to his advocacy of
12 or 18 months previously that there
should be a tapering off of taxation, which
should be made less burdensome on the
great mass of the people. In view of the
increased taxation, together with rising
Profits and heavier demands upon the com-
munity generally because of the continu-
ally rising costs, it is difficult to know where
it will all end.

The Commonwealth Government to a
large extent has power to adopt the neces-
sary corrective measures to bring about an
improvement upon present day conditions.
The question of price control represents
one Phase. Those comprising the present
Commonwealth Government, in common
with the Leader of the Government In this
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State. opposed granting to the Common-
wealth the power to control prices. If
price control had been handed over to the
Commonwealth, particularly when we con-
sider tse manner in which some industries
have been subsidised, there might be a
different tale to tell in Australia today.
As it is, prices seem to have run riot. We
have been told that Prices must increase
because wages have risen. The fact is
that commodity prices always increase be-
fore the worker receives any increase in
his wares. Thus the spiral will go on until
we shall inevitably be confronted with a
position that will be absolutely impossible.

Recently I have been scrut lnising various
papers, and have noticed how the profits
of many companies continue on the up and
up. While the workers are criticised for
not giving of their best in productive effort
and incentive payments are advanced as
a means of encouraging increased produc-
tion, profits still rise. We are told that the
hours nf work are too short, and con-
sequently economic conditions generally
are adversely affected. Yet the profits
of companies in Australia continue to rise!
I will give members some particulars of
the profits secured by a number of com-
panies which I have taken at random
from the papers I have perused.

I shall quote from some of the reports
that. were riublished in "'The West Aus-
tralian." For instance, Associated Pulp
Ltd.. showed a consolidated profit for the
year ended the 30th April, 1951, of
£243,709 as against a profit of £243,685 in
1949-50. The latest profit was arrived at
after providing £171,717-the correspond-
ing figure for 1949-50 was £78,893-fr tax-
ation and £301,406-£191,216 for 1949-50-
for depreciation. There is a p3rofit of over
£250-000. after making Provision for tax-
atinn. The Olympic Tyre and Rubber Coy.
Ltd.. also made a handsome profit and the
firm's stock in hand and work in progress
jumned from £1.699,128 to £4,265,841 in the
Year ended the 30th June, 1951.

An overdraft at the Union Bank rose
from £658.000 to £2.250,000. The profit
made was £311,799 after making provision
of £450,000 for taxation and £200,000 for
stock reserve. Robt. Reid Ltd., in the year
ended the 3.9th July. 1951. earned a record
consolidated profit of £314,916, more than
twice the figure for 1949-50. That profit
was struck after a tax provision of £331,780.
Constructors Ltd., showed a consolidated
profit of £31,021 and a dividend of 10 per
cent. absorbed £C14,307.

Mt. LyelI Mining Pnd Railway Coy.
earned a profit of £195,829 in the year
ended the 30th September as against
£95,447 in 1949-50, showing an actual in-
crease in profit of £100,000 for the one
year. Electrolytic Zinc Coy, also showed
a good profit. The dividend and bonus
provided by the company for the year
ended the 30th June last was equivalent
to 35 Per cent. on both participating pre-
ference and ordinary shares, compared

with 25 per cent, in 1949-50. The di-
rectors declared a final half-yearly divi-
dend of 10 per cent., making, with the
interim payments, 20 per cent. plus a
bonus of 3s.

Then again, the T. & G. Society,
reached a record in new business and
made a very substantial profit during
the last 12 months. The published re-
ports deal with the balance sheets of
quite a number of other companies, all
showing substantial increases in profits,
after making provision for taxation and
so on. This discloses a large rake-off
from the consumers, who in the final
analysis have to buy the commodities
produced by the various companies. That
brings me to an article that appeared
In the Sydney 'Morning Herald" under
the heading of "What About These Ex-
cess Profits?" The article reads-

Every time there is an increase in
the basic wage there is a scream from
the capi talists--industry will go bank-
rupt-manufacturers won't be able to
carry on, etc-and they immediately
adjust their profit margins and make
more money than ever before.

The "Sydney Morning Herald" of
January 16, 1951, had this bit of in-
teresting information from its Eco-
nomics Editor:

"A diligent correspondent, to whom
I1 am indebted, has worked through
the accounts of 154 public companies
whose latest year ended between June
30 and September 30 last year.

"His analysis shows that these 154
companies, with total paid-up capital
of £113.5 million, increased their pro-
fits after taxation on an average 'by
just on 25 per cent. in 1949-50.

"In the case of 44 commercial con-
cerns engaged variously in merchant-
ing. retail trade, and distribution, the
increase in profit on total paid-up
capital of £19.7 million was 37.4 per
cent.

"4Profit of '72 manufacturing firms
with £50.8 million paid-up capital
rose by 20.2 per cent."

This paper has said over and over
again that a halt must be called to
the continual increase in prices. The
above figures show that company pro-
fits are excessive and that there is
no justification whatever for increas-
ing prices as a, result of the recent
wage increase.

The criticism of these returns is not that
of a radical socialist. They have been
analysed by the economics editor of the
Sydney "Morning Herald," and the de-
tails were published a few months ago.
However, they will give members some
idea of the accumulation of profits by the
various companies mentioned. As I pointed
out earlier, workers' wages are continually
chasing rising prices. Many of the prom-
inent capitalists of Australia and big
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business generally claim that the shorter
working week and higher wages costs are
responsible for the difficulties in which we
find ourselves. In consequence, they as-
sert that the inflationary spiral will con-
tinue. It certainly appears that the states-
men of the Commonwealth are con-
fronted with a major problem, because
as the worker gets an increase in wages,
so do the big companies obtain profit in-
creases proportionately.

The time Is possibly not far distant
when we shall have to face a most diffi-
cult situation. The other evening the
member for Nedlands gave a dissertation
upon the economics of the position to-
day. I listened to him with great inter-
est when he quoted from economists to
indicate what is likely to happen, and
the methods necessary for adoption to.
meet the situation. He suggested that
more production with a reduction In costs
might be neessary. He also stated that
in the light of knowledge that economists
now possess, they were able to obviate
another depression. I am not silly enough
to believe that, because anything could
happen within the next four or five years,
but in March of 1950, Professor Copland,
addressing the Australian Institute of
Management said that Australia faced the
danger of a first-class depression. The
newspaper account of the address, which
came from Sydney continued-

One of our main troubles is our sense
of security, he said. Nine out of ten
Australians feel secure about every-
thing. But our present prosperity rests
on high world prices.

Subsequently, speaking In Melbourne on the
31st October, 1951, Professor Copland said.
according to a report in the "Daily News"-

Not many people realise what is hap-
pening-how could they, on the eve of
the Melbourne Cup? It will be a
different story next Melbourne Cup
Day.

The report goes on -

That is how Vice-Chancellor of the
Australian National University, Sir
Douglas Copland, feels about Aus-
tralia's economic position. He made
this gloomy forecast when he was guest
of honour at a dinner given by the
Australian Industries Development As-
sociation.

The report then discusses the question of
helping the development of our internal
activities by raising a loan in America, and
credits the Professor with saying 'that the
only solution was to seek a foreign loan
and that the only place we could get it
was the dollar area. Those are the state-
ments of Professor Copland. who is an
economist of some note and who indicates
that because of the economic conditions
confronting us we appear to be facing an-
other depression.

Mr. Marshall: He was the cause of. it.
It was on his recommendation that these
things were done.

Mr. J. HEGN"EY: It is well known that
our oversea balances have slumped in the
last three months. In today's paper Dr.
Coombs has something to say on the sub-
ject. He has been criticised for being an
economist of the London school, but he
is the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank. The newspaper extract is as
follows:-

Sydney, Monday.-The Governor of
the Commonwealth Bank (Dr. Coombs)
today gave a warning that Australia
could not continue indefinitely to im-
port at the current rate unless ab-
normal export prices were obtained.

There was no cause for immediate
alarm, he said, but Australia's overseas
gold and balances account had fallen
steadily during the past four months.

We are getting imports we have
badly needed for years in such volume
that we cannot pay for them out of
our exports, he said.

Dr. Coombs called a special Press
conference today to explain a drop
of £50,000,000 during the past week
in Australian sterling balances abroad.

The reason for this, he said, was the
decision of the Commonwealth Bank
to exchange £50,000,000 worth of
British Treasury bills held in London
for securities in the British Govern-
ment's new £l,000,000.000 funding loan
for a one-year security maturing in
November, 1952.

This was simply a change in the
nature of Australian securities.

So the Governor of the Commonwealth
Bank points out that unless the prices we
receive for our exports rise considerably
we cannot continue to import at the present
rate. on the other hand Professor Cop-
land indicated that if we are to develop
this country we must raise a dollar loan
in the United States. Those opinions ap-
pear to me in conflict, but the fact remains
that our oversea balances have slumped
considerably; and if there should be a fall
in prices in the world's markets for our
staple products, on which we rely for our
national income, the effect on our condi-
tions in Australia will certainly give us a
good deal of food for thought, because
we will be in difficulties. All those people
who arc getting a tremendous rake-off in
industry will have to knuckle under in the
same way as they have tried to make others
knuckle under.

As* the Premier has told us. there has
been a substantial reduction in the loan
funds available for the respective States.
It is well'known that some States can-
not spend the money they have, because
they have not the manpower or the plant
available for the purpose. But they are in
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a much better position than was the Gov-
ernment of this State during the depression
years. when the maximum amount per-
mitted to be raised by loan at one stage
was £2,500,000. Whereas the average
amount raised used to be from £3,000,000
to £3,250,000, tonight the Premier indicated
that substantial sums are now raised by
way of loan for carrying on our activities.

Undoubtedly great development is
needed in this State. The need for roads
and for home building is tremendous, and
it is necessary that the developmental
works that are in hand should be con-
tinued. But it appears from the dictum
of the Commonwealth that the States and
the Commonwealth itself will have to call
a halt to the progress of many most im-
portant national undertakings. At one
stage the question was discussed whether
or not the Snowy River project should be
proceeded with, In view of the cutting
down of loan expenditure and the en-
deavour to direct our resources into pro-
ductive industry, It will be interesting to
see what will happen In our economic life
in the next year or two.

I now propose to deal with matters
affecting my own electorate, and I shall
address myself first to the question of
transport. There is no doubt that trans-
port is of great importance to our own
State and also to Australia as a whole. The
time has arrived when more expert atten-
tion should be applied to this matter than
has been the case in the past. In the dis-
trict I represent, the Federal Bus Coy..
operated a bus service for many years prior
to the war. Those buses ran through
Inglewood as far as Beeehboro and Caver-
shamr and subsequently serviced Bassen-
dean and Bayswater. Towards the end of
the war, the company had great difficulty
in finding manpower, and in servicing its
buses. Frequently I had to toe the carpet
at various progress association gatherings
and road board meetings in connection
with this service, and the excuse made was
that there was difficulty in obtaining buses
and employees, because most of the young
men who would have been engaged on that
kind of work were employed in activities
connected with the war.

At the election in 1947 I was defeated
by a small margin, and I have no doubt
that the question of inadequate transport
played a part in that result. My successor
was here for 2-2 years, and I propose to
quote from a pamphlet that was produced
by my opponent at the last election which
purported to indicate to the electors of
Middle Swan the condition of transport in
that electorate. Under the heading of
transport, the Pamphlet stated-

A general improvement in Trans-
port facilities has been effected during
the past three years. The replace-
ment. of the Guildford Road and
Bleaufort Street tram services has been
approved. An -inter-suburban buts
service has been inaugurated. Bus
services generally have been extended.

In spite of what the pamphlet stated, the-
Beaufort-st, tram service has not Yet been
approved, and the Minister, in reply to
certain questions the other night, intim-
ated that it may be five years before bus.
services will be operating along that street.
When I was re-elected I knew that the bus
service was far from satisfactory, because
progress associations and local authorities.
were continually ringing me up and writ-
ing letters to me in an endeavour to have
an improvement effected, and I was fre-
quently in touch with the Transport Board
with that object in view.

My purpose is to secure the best possible
service for the eastern suburbs, and one
equal to that which exists in Nedlands. and
other parts of the metropolitan area. The
people of Nedlands can have first class
trolley buses running through their dis-
trict, and the same applies to Wembley
Beach, but the eastern suburbs are defin-
itely neglected, and I have set out to see
that reasonably efficient transport services
operate through the Middle Swan district.
I made representations to the Transport
Board in March and this is a letter I re-
ceived-

I am instructed to acknowledge your
letter of the 6th instant written on
behalf of the Morley Park, Hampton
Park and Beechboro Progress Associa-
tions who are desirous of discussing
alleged deficiencies of the service op-
erating through their respective dis-
tricts by the Federal Bus Service
Limited.

Whilst the Board would have de-
sired some amplification of the Items
proposed to be discussed, Members
are prepared to hear the views of
these people and have suggested that
their representatives call at this office
at 11.0 a.m. next Tuesday, 20th
March, or, if preferred, at a date to
be arranged shortly after the Easter
Holidays.

They wanted to have some idea of what
was to be discussed. If they had known
how inefficient the service was at that
stage they would not have asked for an
agenda for discussion. Eventually there
was a meeting between representatives of
the progress association and the Trans-
port Board, and when the case had been
Put to the board the latter had no answer
at all. it had to be admitted that all that
had been said and all the criticism I had
offered was substantiated by What the
deputation said.

Subsequently there was a deputation
from the Bayswater Road Board and the
Whatley Park Progress Association, at
which th- mzm~ber for Maylands and 1
we~re present and at which the inadequate
service operating along the Gulldford-rd.
and servicing the Bayswater district was
discussrd. The deputation urged the exten-
sion into the Bayswater district of the bus
service that was about to supplant the
Maylands. tram, A case was put up to
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the Minister and the chairman of the
'Transport Board, who had to admit that
it was substantiated to the hilt. Arising
out of those deputations I received from
the Minister this letter, dated the 13th
June-

For your in formation I would like
to advise that the Federal Bus Ser-
vice has notified the Government of
its intention to cease operating its
various bus services this month. The
date of cessation was originally stated
as the 15th June, 1951. but the com-
pany has now agreed to continue run-
ning until the 24th June, 1951.

This notice did not allow very mnuch
time to prepare alternative plans but
the question was immediately taken
up with the Omnibus Proprietors'
Association to ascertain whether
arrangements could be made for any
of its members, either individually or
in conjunction with the Federal Com-
pany to continue operating.

The ultimate result of this approach
was that, as from the 25th instant-

(a) The Perth-Morley Park and
associated services will be
conducted by the North
Beach Bus Co. Pty Ltd.

(b) The Perth-Bassendean Ser-
vice will be conducted by the
Inter-Suburban Bus Services.

At that stage the North Beach Bus Com-
pany took over the service, but the re-
markable thing is that the Transport
Board and the Minister finally agreed to
give that company the best portion of
the service in the Bedford Park area.
The company refused to take over the
thinnest portion of the route-from
Beechborough to Caversham. For a period
it agreed to give a skelton service, but
subsequently it refused to go -beyond
Morley Park. So the North Beach Bus
Company was given a compact area which
was previously serviced by the Federal
Bus Company.

Members will know from the cartoons
which appeared in the "Daily News" that
children living at Beeehborough had no
bus to take them to school, although a
service had operated there for 18 years
previously. I was told by the chairman
of the Transport Board that the service
had never been authorised. When the
Federal Bus Company first operated there,
the principal of the concern agreed to
run a service into the Bayswater station
and one out, for the benefit of the children
attending the Bayswater school, yet the
new chairman of the Transport Board
said there was not to be a service there.
The manager of the North Beach Bus
Company point-blank refused to provide
a service because he said there was nothing
there.

The 'Daily News" carried headlines
concerning the position of mothers urg-
ing a ban on the Bayswater school because

they had been denied transport. The
member for Maylands and I urged that
there should be an extension to Bays-
water of the tramway bus service which
was to supplant the existing Maylands
tram service. The Tramway Department
was prevailed on to take over the slender
part along the Beechboro-rd., and it is
now servicing the area through to Caver-
sham. The other evening I asked the
Minister what subsidy was paid to the
North Beach Bus Company, and the
answer was that £245 had been paid
since the beginning of July. Just recently
the Tramway Department sought leave
to extend its activities into the Bedford
Park district. I have here a newspaper
of' the 1st October, and under the head-
ing "Government Buses May Be Looking

for Work" we find the following:-
Early next year the Tramways De-

partment may have a number of new
trolley-buses and omnibuses stand-
ing idle in the carbarn without a
route on which to run them. This is
because of the Transport Board's re-
fusal to grant the Tramway Depart-
ment's request for additional eco-
nomical routes on which to operate
new services.

With the development taking place in
the Bedford Park district, the Govern-
ment bus which operates along Guild-
ford-rd. and into Bayswater could also
,serve Bedford Park, and so provide a
continuous service right through to
Beechborough and Caversham. The
North Beach Bus Company has the com-
pact area, while the Government bus
service has the slenderest portion of it.
In addition, the private company has re-
ceived a subsidy of £245. The time has
come for the Minister for Transport to
give some attention to extending the
Government facilities into the Bedford
Park district so that the people there can
have a decent and up-to-date service.
The time is overdue for experts to
examine the question of transport. We
should have one transport authority, and
the revenue derived from transport
should go back to the authority, so that
we could have an efficient and up-to-date
service for the people.

Another thing that happened in the
Bayswater district is that the chairman
of the Transport Board agreed to allow
the North Beach Company to operate along
Dundas-rd. The Federal Bus Company
had operated along Namer Parade to
College-st. for a number of years and,
when the North Beach Bus Company
took over, the chairman of the Trans-
port Board allowed it to operate along
Dundas-rd. and into Robinson-st., thus
bringing many more people into the area
serviced by it, whereas previously they
had used the tram. The private buses
have been allowed to cut into the tram-
way revenue. In this instance the bus
comes to within one-tenth of a mile of
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the Civic Hotel;, practically to within a
stone's throw of the tram. We cannot
have economic transport that way. When
the North Beach Company took over it
refused to run its buses along Crawford-
rd. and away from the tram where the
Federal Bus Company had operated, and
so it denied the people there a service.

I point out to the member for Mt.
Lawley-the Attorney General-that sub-
stantial development has taken place at
the back of the Mt. Lawley golf links,
and that the many people there have
to walk a considerable distance to the
tram. The new company was permitted
to go close to the tram route instead of
following the previously well-defined
route. Another feature is that at Ccl-
Iege-st.. the Perth Road Board truncated
a corner and built up the road to carry
the traffic. The manager of this com-
pany, in justification for running his ser-
vice along Dundas-rd., said that he had
to take two turns, and it was much bet-
ter to go along Dundas-rd. For 12 or
13 years the Federal Bus Company op-
crated its service around that corner
without a serious accident. The corner
at Dundas-rd. and Robinson-st. is defi-
nitely much more dangerous than the
one that the Federal Bus Company used
to go around.

Following my representations, a num-
ber of buses have been provided to run
along Crawford-rd. The old Federal Bus
Company collapsed because it did not pro-
vide new buses. The present service op-
erates through the back country and also
along Crawford-rd. The member for
Guildford-Midland said that a good por-
tion of the inter-suburban service goes
along Guildlord-rd., which is in my ter-
ritory. I get many complaints about
the inefficiency of that service, which
operates into Bassendean. The time is
long overdue for the overhauling of our
transport services. As the Government
has ample buses available, and as the
North Beach Bus Company Is being sub-
sidised, I suggest to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport that
the time is opportune for the Government
to put these services into operation.

Whilst the Minister said the other even-
Ing that it may be five years before the No.
18 tram is supplanted by buses, both the
Perth and the Bayswater road boards are
urging the member for Maylands and me
to make the strongest representations to
have a bus service operating on this route
prior to the time forecast by the Minister.
The Carrington-st. service should continue
along York-st. and go up the back of the
Beaufort-st. tram, and so give a service to
the many people there. Transport is an
important problem in the electorate I re-
present. The samne thing applies in the
Belmont area. A service operates there
and from time to time I get complaints
about its inefficient running. It is high
time that we set up an efficient transport

authority to see that our people get effi-
cient transport. Bus fares in respect to
both tram and private buses were in-
creased as from Monday last. In the
Press announcement concerning the in-
crease, we find this-

This is the firs$ ,ccasxon on which
increases in Goverinment, and private
transport fares have been announced
simultaneously.

Earlier, when increases in private
fares have been announced before
Government increases, passengers
have preferred to walk further to
catch and travel on Government con-
veyances.

That is actually what has happened, but
in this connection the Transport Board
for the first time has laid down that the
increases are to be simultaneous, so that
people patronising the private buses will
not be able to avail themselves of cheaper
fares by walking a longer distance to a
Government tram. The increases have
been substantial. As fares are an item
in the basic wage regimen, no doubt the
increases will have an effect in due course.
I have had discussions with some managers
of bus companies, and they have informed
me that when increases in fares take place
what actually happens is that people do
walk longer distances to get the lower
fares; or alternatively a number club in
to defray the cost of a car and so make
their fares less than they would ordi-
narily be.

Another important feature of the in-
creased fares is that on Saturday after-
noons and Sundays a surcharge is placed
on tram fares. Over the years, workers
In this State have advocated the abolition
of this surcharge of id. on fares because,
generally speaking, trains are the only
means of transport for workers and their
families If they go out on Saturday after-
noons or Sundays. Now they are con-
fronted with substantially increased
charges, plus a surcharge. Almost over-
night, in one fell swoop, the concession
that has operated for many years has
been wiped out.

I now come to the question of roads in
my electorate. I notice that the Minister
for Works is not here this evening. About
18 months ago the Bayswater Road Board
called a conference of all the adjoining
local authorities and the various progress
associations. Members of the Perth Road
Board, the Gulldford Municipal Council,
the Bassendean Road Board, the Bays-
water Road Board and a number of pro-
gress associations attended. Everybody
present was concerned about the condi-
tion of the Guildford-rd., and in due
course a deputation waited on the Minis-
ter for Works. At that stage, the Minister
was unable to give a reply as to what
could be done in connection with this road
because the Federal Aid Roads Agreement
had not been finalised. Eventually, the
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agreement was completed and our benefits
under the Act are considerable. However,
up to now the Minister has not advised
me or the local authority as to the in-
tention of the department regarding the
Ouildford-rd.

The member for Guildford-Midlafld has
discussed this matter from his angle, be-
cause the road passes through the Bassen-
dean district. Practically 50 per cent. of
traffic flowing to the city passes along the
Guildford-rd.. and I think if a census of
vehicles were taken it would be found that
the traffic using the Guildford-rd. would
be equal to that which uses the Great
Eastern-highway. Actually, moneys were
appropriated prior to the outbreak of the
last war to be used for the widening and
improving of the Great Eastern-highway
and the Albany-highway. But, with the
outbreak of hostilities, the work was sus-
pended. The Belmont Park Road Board
asked me to make representations in the
proper quarter, and the matter was again
raised with the Minister when a deputation
waited on him. I realise that there are
difficulties, but many years have passed
since the outbreak of the war and the
condition of the main eastern highway
through the Belmont district Is definitely
unsatisf actory.

The Belmont Park Road Board and the
Bayswater Road Board are concerned about
the need for improving the roads in their
respective districts. Members of the Bel-
mont Park Road Board, the member for
Canning and myself made up a deputation
to the Minister for Works requesting that
substantial funds be made available for
improving the roads in the district. Up
to date I have not heard anything about
that matter. The same applies to the
Bayswater Road Board, and when the
Federal bus service collapsed the manager
of the North Beach Bus Co. and the
manager of the Government Tramway, De-
partment said they would not take the
responsibility of sending their buses over
certain roads which had been used by
buses operated by the Federal Bus Co.
The Transport Board wrote to the Bays-
water Road Board asking that the road
board give attention to these roads. The
Bayswater Road Board endeavoured to pre-
pare an estimate of what it would cost
to put the roads into a satisfactory condi-
tion for taking heavy traffic, and this is
a copy of a letter sent to the Minister on
the 7th September last-

Re Beaehboro-rd., Benara-rd., Col-
lier-rd. Regarding complaints by
bus companies that some of the
board's roads are not in a fit state
for bus traffic, the engineer was re-
quested to draw up estimates to place
the above roads in first-Class order
for their use to a reasonable standard
Of width, but to full specification of
bitumen surfacing.

The attached schedule of estimates
indicates that these roads will cost
approximately a total of £36,720 and
the board will be pleased if financial
assistance can be granted to deal with
the roads as outlined in the estimate.

The estimate was drawn up as follows:-
Benara-rd. R 4,650
Beachboro-rd. £.. 25,030
Colliet-rd. E, 7,040

£36,720

That was the estimate of the Bayswater
Road Board for the strengthening and
widening of the roads to enable them to
carry heavy bus traffic. What is appli-
cable to the Bayswater Road Board is
equally applicable to the Belmont Park
Road Board, and I have no doubt that what
applies in those two districts applies in
most other districts. That is a difficulty
which confronts not only the Masin Roads
Department but also the local authorities
in their efforts to provide decent roads to
carry heavy traffic, and traffic which will
give a service to the community. I raise
these matters because they are of import-
ance to the Bayswater Road Board and the
Belmont Park Road Hoard, the two prin-
cipal boards in my district.

I come now to a matter in which I
have always been keenly interested, and one
which was referred to by the member for
Moore when speaking on the Estimates.
He urged the Premier and his Cabinet to
approach the Arbitration Court with the
object of having an increased working week
with the idea of trying to bring about in-
creased production. He developed his argu-
ment by pointing out that the workers
should be permitted to benefit from the
increased Productive effort brought about
by a longer working week. 'He went fur-
ther and said that an approach should be
made to the Taxation Department to see'
that the earnings of the workers, over and
above the 40-hour period, should be ex-
empt from taxation.

The exemption of overtime rates from
taxation would be altogether beyond the
capacity of the Taxation Department and
there are many People, other than workers,
who are engaged in work which could be
considered overtime. For instance a doctor
might be called out two or three times
during a night and sometimes in the early
hours of the morning, He could claim that
a certain portion of his income came from
the early morning visits because those
visits were outside his ordinary hours.
On that basis he could apply for a rebate
on taxation for the overtime worked. I
have heard this discussion on many
occasions and much the same argument
was put up by the trade unions during
the war period. They wanted the over-
time rates to be exempt from taxation
but the then Commonwealth Treasurer,
Mr. Chifley, pointed out that that was
impossible.
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The 40-hour working week now enjoyed
by Australian workers was granted after
a full and extensive inquiry by the Com-
monwealth Arbitration Court. The hon.
member suggested that we should ap-
proach the Arbitration Court on this
question, but it would be necessary to get
other State Governments to do likewise.
The Commonwealth Government would
also have to make representations and, as
a matter of fact, this aspect has been dis-
cussed in the Commonwealth Parliament.
The late Mr. Justice Drake-Brockman,
who was no Labour supporter, was Chief
Judge of the Commonwealth Arbitration
Court and that court sat for a period of
18 months examining this problem from
every angle. Finally the court had to ad-
mit, on the evidence submitted, that it
had no alternative but to grant a reduced
working week of 40 hours.

The argument put forward by the mem-
ber for Moore about the 40-hour week
was also put forward years ago when the
hours of labour were considerably in ex-
cess of 40. 1 used to work in the engineer-
ing industry and fellows have told me
that in the Old Country they worked any-
thing up to 56 hours a week. They were
compelled to start before breakfast and
were allowed a breakfast break. Those
conditions existed in England up to only
a few years ago and in our own country
we used to work 48 hours a week, but it
was found that the productive effort of
the workers in many cases increased when
those hours were reduced to 44, and the
same thing applied when the hours were
reduced to 40. 1 have quoted a few balance
sheets here tonight and have shown the
enormous profits being made by many
companies throughout Australia. That in-
dicates that the companies are doing
much better than the workers.

I know that quite a few tradesmen now
work during the week-ends. This is out-
side their ordinary jobs and in some cases
they exploit their fellow workers. But both
the employers who engage them on their
o~rdinary work and the trade unions are
trying to prevent this sort of thing, be-
cause the men were granted a 40-hour
wvorking week so that they could use the
balance of the time in improving their
homes and their 'general standards.
Though it has been said that the time
is inopportune for Australia to have a 40-
hour week I would remind members that
that has always been the story whenever
a reform of working standards has been
brought about.

The late Mr. Wilson, who represented
Collie, loaned me a copy of a report of
a Royal Commission into the coalmining
industry in England 75 years ago. That
report showed that children of eight years
of age were working in the mines, drag-
ging baskets of coal. The same thing ap-
plied to women and when some reform
was suggested the coal barons, as they

were called, held UP their hands in horror
and indicated that if that were done their
industry would not pay. Opposition was
also forthcoming from the parents of the
children working in the mines. They got
the children out of the mines and sub-
sequently they got the women out of the
mines.

Whilst I know that there has always
been strife, particularly in the coalmining
industry, the fact remains they brought
about industrial reform. When it was
initiated in this State it was said that
it would be our ruination. Now we are
confronted with the stage that the workers
get the benefit of the present working week.
I refer to the system throughout Australia
when I say that value has diminished
considerably because of the fact that the
basic wage is continually increasing; it
is increasing so sharply that margins for
skill are small compared with what they
were in years gone by. Consequently pur-
chasing power has been diminished con-
siderably. Therefore I do not think that
the advocacy of the member for Moore
would provide any solution to the problem
that contronts us at the present time.

As a matter of fact, as you know, Mr.
Chairman, the Commonwealth Treasurer
and the Prime Minister-but particularly
the Treasurer-were very critical of the
then Labour Government when they said
that it was bringing about the direction of
labour, but they are doing it by economic
conditions and by making people take up
types of employment to which they are not
accustomed. I think the advocacy of the
member for Moore would require a lot of
propaganda before he could succeed in
bringing about a longer working week. I
do not desire to keep the Committee any
longer because I know there arc other
members who wish to speak, but when
the departmental Estimates are considered
I will take the opportunity of referring to
important matters concerning my elec-
torate.

MR. ]BOVELL (Vasse) [9.2): In analys-
ing the Estimates of Revenue and Expen-
diture as submitted to this Committee by
the Premier, I was most alarmed at the
rising cost of transport in this State. We
know that thz2 basic wage increases are
responsible to a large degree for the in-
crease in the expenditure of the Railway
Department. The estimate for 1951-52 is
£10,158,000. which is an increase of
£1,308,800. This is increasing the burden
on the country people. When I first came
into the House as the then member for
Sussex there was a move by the Govern-
ment to reorganise the Railway Depart-
ment and matters of some controversy
were raised in this House. The then Minis-
ter for Transport, now Senator Seward,
submitted certain proposals, and I must
say that had I been in the House as long
as I have been now I would not have sup-
ported the Government in those proposals.
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The proposal was that the Minister
should take over control and that control
should be taken frbm the Commissioner
and vested in the Minister. Subsequently
three Commissioners were appointed. I
believe these Commissioners have been
doing a conscientious job, but I have yet
to be convinced whether they have effected
any economy in the running of the Rail-
way Department. We are asked, especially
the country people, to pay higher freights
and higher fares, and the burden of trans-
port which is the main artery in developing
our outback districts is becoming so great
that the Government must investigate
fully every means of reducing the costs on
the country people who are endeavouring
to develop the resources of this State.

In fairness to the previous Commis-
sioner, Mr. Ellis, I would like to say that
I believe he was made a scapegoat. I am
sorry I did not have more political ex-
perience when I came into this Chamber,
for if I had I would not have agreed to
his becoming the target for the Govern-
ment's persecutions in regard to the re-
organising of the Railway Department. I
am open to correction, and I am willing to
be told, but from my own observations of
the three Commissioners, I should say
that no greater economy has been effected
in the railway system than when the
former Commissioner, Mr. Ellis, was there.
It must be remembered that Mr. Ellis was
Commissioner during a period of depres-
sion, and later he was confronted with the
difficulties of the war years. I think it was
to his credit that he kept the railway ser-
vice going.

I ask the Government to investigate, in
the interests of the country people who are
developing the resources of the State, the
possibilities of decreasing the burden of
freights and fares which they are carrying.
1 would also like to refer to the great
amount of Loan expenditure proposed for
the rehabilitation of our railways. I want
to register my own personal protest against
the inauguration of what I think is termed
a centralised control of the line between
Armnadale and Bunbury. I believe this is
being penny wise and pound foolish. The
only solution to this problem is to have a
double line. In making investigations into.
Railway Department Affairs recently I
learned that this line between Arinadale
and Brunswick Junction was the only coun-
try railway that is paying. As we heard the
Premier say, it is proposed to re-lay the
60-lb. rails from Armadale to Bunbury
with 80-lb rails. Although 60-lb. rails may
be needed elsewhere, an additional line
should be laid, thus giving the Railway
Department an opportunity effectively to
deal with the great amount of produce,
such as coal, stock and potatoes, and also
other primary products that are trans-
ported to and from the South-West areas
and the metropolitan area.

1 also hope that the Railway Department
will get back to transport by rail. We have,
of course, a very large system of roads in
this country which have to be maintained
at great cost. In this connection the Com-
missioner for Main Roads and his depart-
mental officers are doing a wonderful job.
Mr. Young is away at the moment and has
been away for some time, but I have found
him ever willing to discuss the problems of
country members-speaking for myself,
anyhow-concerning roads and the diffi-
culties experienced by the outback district.
I would like to express my appreciation
of Mr. Young and his officers for the con-
sideration they have given me at all times.

Mr. Butcher: Are they all bitumen roads
down there?

Mr. BOVELL: Not yet. Transport by
road should be transferred to rail as
speedily as possible. Admittedly, the road
service is working very satisfactorily. Here
again, as an observer, I would like to pay
tribute to the courtesy of the road bus
staff. I have seen great displays of cour-
tesy by the bus drivers, especially to elderly
people; not only to the elderly people but
to the travelling public generally. I think
a record should be entered of the work they
are doing and the interest they are taktng
in their jobs. I still think that as soon as
possible the Railway Department should
revert to the railway system for transport
and use the steel horse.

I hope, too, that there will be a service
between Boyanup Junction and Busselton;
a passenger service south of Bunbury, both
going to Busselton and, say, Bridgetown.
I think there should be an extra service
inaugurated which could be a non-stop
diesel service from Perth to Picton Junc-
tion and from there to Boyanup. The
train could then break, and one part could
go to the Busselton-Margaret River sec-
tion and the other to the Manjimup sec-
tion. 1 hope that comes about eventually,
because the delays between the arrival of
the bus and the departure of the Aus-
tralind and vice versa means that people
after travelling a number of miles by bus
or train spend up to two hours in Bunbury.
This is too long. Once a traveller starts
on his journey his objective is to reach his
destination and I think the time spent
in Bunbury could be mninimised.

Another matter to which I would like to
refer is the effort of the Government to
rehabilitate ex-Servicemen from the 1939-
45 war. I believe this scheme is showing
good results and I want especially to com-
mend the Director of War Service Land
Settlement in this State, Mr. Baron H-ay,
for the effort he is putting into this scheme.
There are a number of settlers in the
electorate which I have the honour to rep-
resent who have started a new venture,
that of tobacco-growing. There has been
no tobacco-growing south of Busselton
until recently, but in travelling through
the Karridale district last summer I saw
some excellent tobacco-crops and the
people engaged in that area are extremely
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pleased with the results they have attained
in the short space of time in which they
have been growing tobacco.

Of course, whilst the Government is
assisting some returned Servicemen to re-
habilitate themselves, others are doing so
under their own steamn. In Busselton we
have a small secondary industry that has
grown up under the direction and through
the initiative of two young ex-Servicemen
from the 1939-45 war. I trust the member
for Warren will resume his seat shortly
because earlier in the session he made in-
directly what I consider to be an unwar-
ranted attack on these two young ex-Ser-
vicemen who are now concerned with the
Bussolton Modelling Works. Shortly after
the end of the war one of those young
men came to Busselton and became inter-
ested in the production of plasterboard,
which is a very vital commodity. To begin

. with, there were only five men em-

.-ployed. This man was later joined by
the other young man to whom I have
referred.

From'i a daily output of 160 to 180 yards
of plasterboard the production has risen
to almost 1,000 yards. and the number of
employees is 22. That is a very com-
mendable effort. Two young men, who
had given their services to the country
when they were most needed have, from
almost scratch, built up an industry
which is providing an essential need in
the community. From very small be-
ginnings the enterprise has grown to one
which is creating employment for 22 men.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: Where do they get
the plaster?

Mr. BOVELL: To answer the member
for Warren-I am not concerned at the
moment with the interjection by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition-

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I thought it might
be awkward!

Mr. BOVELL: -early in April of this
year the Busselton Modelling Works was
approached by a firm of builders from
Manjimup, in the electorate of the mem-
ber for Warren, to do a fixing job. The
offer was refused by the Busselton Model-
ling Works, because it had its hands full
and was unable to see its way clear to
accept the offer. It was suggested that
the Manjimup firm should ask its usual
suppliers to do the work. I am informed
that it was further pointed out that the
price ex Busselton would be higher than
the price quoted ex Perth, mainly due to
freight, etc. to Busselton and back to
Manjimup. That might answer the inter-
jection of the Deputy Leader of the Op-
position.

Later the representatives of the Man-
jimup firm of builders went to Bussel-
ton, approached one of the two men of
*whom I have spoken, and Inquired the
T eason for the refusal of the work. It
was explained that with the approach of

the winter the drying rate of the sheets
would be slow, and the great majority of
the sheets were used by the fixers and
there was little available for supply.
There were four sets of fixers to be kept
going, and the programme ahead of the
Busselton Modelling Works did not at the
time permit any work to be fixed outside
the Busselton area, which is the area
with which this business venture is
mainly concerned.

The Manjimup builders asked whether
the firm was prepared to give a quota-
tion to do at least three jobs and, if the
price was satisfactory, all future work
would be given to the Bussetton firm.
It was again pointed out by the Bussel-
ton Modelling Works that although it
was prepared to give a quotation, it would
be a waste of time because the Perth
firms could quote cheaper on these jobs.
and it would be better for a Perth firm
to do the work as no guarantee could be
given at that stage for a continuity of
supply to Manjimup from Busselton.

After the quote was prepared and
posted, another of the principals of the
firm at Busselton was contacted by tele-
phone and told that, although the price
was higher than that In Perth, the Man-
jimup firm was satisfied and asked
whether the Busselton Modelling Works
would do the job as soon as possible.
Again the firm was told, I am informed,
that it was impossible to say when the
work could be completed, and the Man-
jimup firm was advised to go to Perth
and get Its usual contractors to do the
work.

The Manj imup firm informed the Bus-
selton Modelling Works that owing to a
difference of opinion with its usual sup-
pliers it was looking for someone else
to do all its future work, and the Bussel-
ton works was asked if the Manjimup
firm could have the Busselton works
agency in the Manjimup area. It was
pointed out, however, that no guarantee
could be given of continuity of supplies
and that the firm would in no circum-
stances entertain the idea of agencies out-
side the Busselton area. It was also
stated that, with the number of fixers
on the pay-roll, the firm could not af-
ford to let supplies go to jobs other than
those the firm itself fixed and supplied:
otherwise it would in time lose the ser-
vices of its own fixers, who would no
doubt leave the area and slow up the
building rate of houses in the Busselton
district which is, of course, the main
concern of a local organisation such as
the one to which I have referred.

After considerable telephoning by the
builders in Manjimup, it was agreed that
the Busselton firm would do one job only,
on the understanding that the builders
got their future supplies elsewhere. This
was agreed to and the job was completed.
During the negotiations, the price of plas-
terboard increased, due to the increased
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cost of raw materials, freight and wages;
and, under the rise and fall clause, the
extra charge was made to the builders.
Naturally the Busselton Modelling Works.
like similar organisations. is a member of
the Fibrous Plaster Association whose job
is to foster the industry and see that a high
standard of workmanship is achieved at
all times.

Anyone who has a legitimate complaint
against a firm such as the Busselton
Modelling Works can write to the associa-
tion giving the facts and, if the complaint
is proved, the firm concerned will be dealt
with by the association. I make these re-
marks in answer to the statements of the
member for Warren last session because,
in fairness to these two young men, I must
say that at no time have any of the con-
tractors in the Busselton district com-
plained about them, as far as I know. The
22 men in their employ are very well satis-
fled.

I visit the works periodically, and I feel
that these two ex-S9ervicemen-and I
know the member for Warren being an
ex-Serviceman himself will bear with me
for the mornent--endeavoured to assist
this firm of builders In Manjimup to the
best of their ability when actually they did
niot want to accept the work. These two
young men, with their organisation, are
doing a wonderful job in the Busselton
district and, as far as I know, there have
been no complaints made against them In
respect to the conduct of their business,
which is filling a great need in the elec-
torate I have the honour to represent.

110N. E. NULSEN (Eyre) [9.25]: 1
listened attentively to the Premier intro-
ducing his Estimates tonight, but I did
niot hear him once mention my district.

The Premier: When was that?,

Hon. E. NULSEN: When the Loan Esti-
mates were being introduced.

The Premier: You are on the General
Estimates now.

'Hon. E. NULSEN: 1 felt rather dis-
appointed, but perhaps I should be flat-
tered that no money is required in my
district.

The Premier: We are doing a good deal
with the Esperance plain. We are moving
along there very nicely.

Hon. E. NtTISEN: I am grateful to
the Government for establishing a re-
search station there. It has confirmed
what I have been advocating in this House,
for the 19 years that I have been here. The
man who has done most for Esperance Is
dead, namely, Phil Collier. He gave us
our railways, roads and jetties. As a
matter of fact, he gave us nearly everything
we have.

Mr. Ackland: You will find the experi-
mental station will give you prosperity,
which Is the best of the lot.

Hon. E. NULDSEN: I am glad to hear
that. It will accelerate prosperity in the
district, I know. But we knew, before.
the research station was established at
Esperance, the potentialities of the sand-
plain, and what a wonderful piece of'
country we had there. The Esperance
Downs are far superior to Many Peaks
and other parts which have been developed
under the War Service Land Setttlement
Scheme. I had a talk with the director
of the scheme, Mr. Baron Hay, but un-
fortunately he would not consider extend-
ing the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme into my area. I do not know why.
It must be because he wants to develop,
the South-West before giving considera-
tion to that good piece of land outside
of Esperance which will carry probably
four sheep to the acre.

I was at the field day, held at the re-
search station, a short time ago. It was.
a most successful day indeed. The experi-
ments carried out by the departmnental offi-
cials were numerous and instructive to the*
general public. I venture to say that I
have not seen better clover, even in New
Zealand, than I saw at the research station.
Also, the lupins and other crops were a
great credit to the officers concerned. We
owe a debt of gratitude to the Minister
for Agriculture for putting the research
station there. It has confirmed what we
already knew from experiments conducted
by Mr. Helm when he was a director of
the pine forests at Esperance. He proved
conclusively what the value of the land
was, and he said to me, "You can advocate
this land for your life, because the people
of Western Australia do not realise the
great asset they have In this treeless
plain." That is what we called it at the
time. I wanted to call It Gabbygal Downs,
and not Esperance Downs, as I thought it
would be a better name because it is the
native name for Esperance and maeans
"big water." We have plenty of water
there and a good rainfall with a wonder-
ful climate.

I wish to pay a tribute to both R. 0.
Stewart and A. 0. Helm who were directors
of Pine Forests Ltd. from about 1928 to
1931. They were unfortunate because, had
they received sufficient financial assistance,
I am satisfied that the Government or the
State would not have lost as much money
In the mallee as it has. I also pay tribute
to Mr. deBurgh, who has always cham-
pioned the possibilities of that area.
After only a short period of cultivation,
Mr. Helms carried seven sheep to the
acre on that land for three months, and
I would remind members that that was
at a time before we discovered the value
of trace elements, such as zinc. On that
land a mixture of zinc and copper is very
beneficial, and there is also a deficiency
of phosphate in the soil. As against that.
the land costs practically nothing to clear.
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I am glad that the research station has
done such a wonderful job. as it will be
of great assistance in the development of
Esperance Downs in the future. Mr. But-
ton's pastures were beyond the wildest
expectations of the farmers who travelled
down from Cunderdin and other parts of
my Leader's electorate. Those men were
astounded at what they saw. Mr. Berry-
man also has made wonderful progress
and has shown just what can be done
there. Mr. Bow has been in the district
for many years, and his farm, which is
set out in the old English style, is well
worth seeing. Latterly there have come
to the district new settlers with consider-
able money. Mr. Noel White has spent
between £E15,000 and £20,000 on his pro-
perty there, and expects to carry 9,000
or 10.000 sheep-or perhaps more-within
the next two or three years.

We have vindicated completely the
findings of the Light 'Lands Royal Com-
mission, and Sir Charles Latham, the
chairman of that Commission in 1938, is
very pleased with the results. I am glad
that the possibilities of the area have
been confirmed by our departmental
officers. Mr. Shire, the sheep expert, has
always been enthusiatic about the fat
lamib prospects of that district, and I
think his hopes will soon be borne out
if the Government will give us what we
are entitled to in that part of the State.
If the same amount of money was spent
on the Esperance Dawns as has been spent
on other sections of the State. we would
be able to show a far better return for it.

The Premier has seen this country for
himself but, had he been there this year,
he would have been more than surprised
at the results attained at the research
station and on Mr. Button's property. Mr.
Button, who has about 600 acres, was told
by the Cunderdin farmers that, instead
of carrying no stock at present, he shouid
be carrying at least 1,000 sheep. one man
went so far as to say that he should be
carrying nearly 2,000 sheep. It is good
country which will carry 1,000 sheep to
600 acres after only two year's develop-
ment.

The Premier: It is valuable country if
it will do that.

Hon. E. NUJLSEN: It is. Mr. Helms
grew wonderful clover, Tangier pea,
lupins and other pasture on that land,
and since seeing what has been done at
the research station and on Mr. Button's
and other properties, I have absolutely
no doubts as to the potentialities of that
part of the State.

If something is not done soon to assist
the goldmining industry, it will be in a
grave state. Costs are rising all the time
and developmental work is not going
forward. Anyone who knows the industry
realises that if development is not con-
tinued ahead, mines must eventually close

down unless they have far greater re-
serves than are existent today. Govern-
ments, both State and Commonwealth,
will have to do something to help save
the industry. There are a few of the larger
mines that could carry on for some years,
but in time even the biggest of them will
catch up with their development and have
to close down, leaving millions of pounds'
worth of gold behind, unless they receive
some assistance. I need hardly remind
the Government of the great part played
in the development of this State by the
gold produced from our mines, and the
Premier is well aware that gold is accepted
in any part of the world-even in Russia
-today.

I think the people of my electorate are
entitled to a reasonably good road between
Ravensthorpe and Esperance. I notice
the member representing the Ravens-
thorpe area smiling, and I believe I will
receive his help in this regard. The pre-
sent road is dangerous and will require
the expenditure of a considerable sum to
put it into a safe condition. I believe
there should be at least a gravel road
from Raveusthorpe to Esperance.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Will any large
bridges be required?

Hon. E. NULSEN: No. There are no
great obstacles to its construction. The
greatest problem would be to construct
the road over the hill near Ravensthorpe,
but that would not be a great difficulty
to road engineers. The road between
Coolgardie and Norseman is most import-
ant, and I hope the minister will give
consideration to have it bituminised when
the section between Southern Cross and
Coolgardie has been completed.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Has not the Gov-
ernment surf-aced that road with bitumen
yet?

Hon. E. NULSEN: There is about 50
miles of it to be completed, and I do not
think it will be finished until next year.
This is an important road and the east-
wvest traffic is increasing, I suppose that
20 vehicles would travel over that road
daily to and from the Eastern States.
There is also a considerable amount of
traffic over the Coolgardie-Norseman-rd.
during holiday times when the population
of Esperance increases by about 3,000
people. *There is a constant stream of
cars during the holiday period to and from
Esperance. If the road could be bitumninised
as far as Norseman it would ultimately be
sealed right through to Esperance. I men-
tion this fact because we must look to the
future and these roads I have mentioned
are most important.

Many members will recall that in the
early days the people in that area did not
get the service to which they were entitled,
because most of the facilities were given
to the people on this side of the State.
The position became so bad that the
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people in my area wanted to break away
and form a small State of their own. We
do not want that psychology to develop
and so we must give the people in that
area a reasonable share of all services.

I have here the report of the State
Electricity Commission. This is not a re-
port to Parliament, but is one from the
manager, Mr. F. C. Edmondson, to the
chairman of the Commission. This report
is dated 1950 and it is just about time that
we had the 1951 edition so that we could
obtain some up-to-date information, I
consider that Parliament should have a
report from the Commission so that the
Commission can take full responsibility.
If the Minister were here I would ask him
to see that it put up a true report-al-
though I am not reflecting on the integrity
of the document.

The Premier: The Minister Is listening
to you although he is not in his seat.

Hon. E. NTJLSEN: I hope the Minister
will see that we do get a report from the
Commission and not a second-hand one
from the general manager to the chairman,
because this is not in accordance with
Section 58 of the Electricity Act.

I feel most disturbed about the situation
of our railways because costs are increas-
ing all the time, freights are increasing,
and fares are going up. This is having an
adverse effect upon people in the back
country. We must remember that there
are thousands of persons in the metropoli-
tan area who do not make any contribu-
tion towards our railway system. Yet if
it were not for the railways those people
would not be in the position they find
themselves today because the railways
have done a wonderful job in the develop-
ment of this State. Therefore, there should
be some other means of making sure that
everyone makes a fair contribution towards
our railways.

If a person from the country-say
Wiluna or anywhere in my electorate-
wvants to come for a holiday to the metro-
politan area it costs anything up to £70
for fares for the man and his family. That
is unreasonable and we want to keep these
people in the back country. There are in-
sufficient people there now and we cer-
tainly do not want to lose those already
resident there.

It seems that the only way these people
will get justice is for them to come to the
metropolitan area where they can enjoy
all the amenities now available to those
living in the city. The people in the out-
back parts of the State produce the real
wealth of this country, our wheat, wool,
etc., but there are hundreds of people wvho
have never been in the back country and
have never made any contribution towards
the State. Those people do not realise the
adversities suffered by primary producers.

The Premier: Do not they all make a
contribution for the loss on the railways?
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Hon. E. NULSEN: Thiey might do that,
but they do not make a contribution to-
wards keeping the railways going, and that
is the main thing. The people in the
country do the work to keep people in
luxury in the metropolitan area.

The Premier: No. A lot of them are not
iving in luxury.

Hon. E. NULSEN: But they have more
privileges in the metropolitan area. The
question of demurrage is also beginning to
hit the People very hard. At the sidings
used for wood loading the Railway Depart-
ment leaves the trucks, but if they are not
loaded by the return train the contractor
is expected to pay demurrage. That is not
fair. I realise that the trucks should not
be hield up and that we should do every-
thing possible to help the department.
However, when a train is brought into
Esperance on a Saturday morning it is
most difficult because there is a half-day
holiday followed by a full holiday on Sun-
day. If the trucks are not unloaded and
emptied ready to go back by the return
train on Monday morning the business
people have to pay demurrage. I wonder
if the people in Perth would have to un-
load their trucks if the train came in on
a Saturday morning? Of course they
would not, because there is nobody work-
ing at that time. Yet the people in the
back country are expected to clear those
trucks within a limited time.

I know of a case at Salmon Gums where
a truckload of oil and other goods came
in, and it could not possibly be unloaded in
time to get the truck away on Monday
morning. Consequently the man had to
pay demurrage and the same thing ap-
plies in Esperance. Something should be
done about it, but on the other hand I
realise that we should co-operate with the
department to keep the trucks moving as
much as possible. The station-master-
should be allowed some discretion.

There was a settler at Dalyup, 25 miles
out, who was advised that his super. was
on the train that arrived on Saturday. He
came in to pick it up and found that it was
not there, but had been left behind. So lie
went home and on Wednesday, when the
super. arrived, he was not there to unload
it and Consequently had to pay demurrage.
That is most unfair. In such a Case, wvhere
it is not possible to Unload a truck, or
where advice has been received that a
truck of super. or anything else has not
arrived after the consignees have travelled
many miles to the station, and when the
truck arrives on the following Wednesday
without the knowledge of the people con-
cerned, they are forced to pay demurrage
on the goods transported. That is not
justice. I will deal wvith the items as they
are brought before the Committee, but I1
do express the hope that the people in
the country will be placed on -a basis com-
parable with those in the city.
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MR. MAY (Collie) [9.511: It is possible
that the general feeling of the Premier is
that members should speak to the items as
they are brought forward rather than on
the general debate. However, as it is
possible to speak on the general debate, I
do so with reference to several items. We
all know that this Chamber comprises 50
members who represent the whole State.
In the course of their duties they offer 50
different aspects of the State's activities
to this Chamber for the consideration of
the Government. When that is done on
the Estimates the Premier and his Min-
isers should be patient and attentive and,
what is mare, responsive. During the past
five years that I have been a member of
this House I have wvondered whether suffi-
cient notice is taken of members' state-
ments relating to the requirements of their
districts.

The Premier: The hon. member has
fared pretty well in his district.

Mr. MAY: Yes, in some ways, but that
was not so much as a result of what was
brought before the Premier's notice in this
Chamber.

The Premier: Oh, yes!

Mr. MAY: We had better not go into
that. In the course of my travels around
the State I find that its primary produc-
tion prospects are particularly bright. This
year the State will produce a maximium
of wheat, wool and other primary products,
That is something of which we can be
proud and such production will be of great
benefit to the State as a whole. I have
listened to several members tonight speak-
ing on the railways. I have come to the
conclusion that whatever capacity the
railways have for carting merchandise and
other goods it should be used to the full,
and we should not have to rely on road
transport unless it is absolutely necessary
in the circumstances. I know that the rail-
ways cannot always cope with the trans-
port offering, and that they are forced
to rely on road transport for the cartage
of some commodities.

I again join forces with the member for
Vasse, and agree with his statements re-
lating to the duplication of the Perth-Bun-
bury line and the Brunswick-Collie line.
I agree with him that the central remote
control-or whatever the name the depart-
ment has given to the system-for the in-
crease of traffic along those lines is not
going to meet with the success that is an-
ticipated. I agree with the member for
Vasse also that the 60-lb rails should be
allowed to remain where they are, and the
80-lb rails should be used for the dupli-
cation of the line. However, it is intended
that they be used on the central control
system. I will not travel on the central
control, but will stick to the buses. I do
not think It will be a success In spite of
what the experts think about it.

The Photograph that members saw of
the central control system in America is
based on an entirely different set-up from
that proposed to be established in the
South-West. I cannot see how one man
operating from the Perth railway station
is going to control the whole of the traffic
along that line. I still consider that the
duplication of the line will be the only
means of stepping up the traffic for the
cartage of products from the South-West. I
now wish to refer to spark -arresters. This
is a most important matter to the people
of the State, especially those in the
country. I have seen evidence of what
damage can be done to crops and summer
feed by sparks from a locomotive, and
when an individual makes an effort to pro-
duce an efficient spark-arrester the Rail-
way Department could at least give it a
trial.

The Premier; The Railway Department
has been doing that for many years.

Mr. MAY: It has not. I think the mem-
ber for North am will bear me out on that.
The spark-arrester invented by Mr. Brew
has not been tried out by the railways. It
has been tested by various timber mills and
has proved successful. I have seen the
reports on it, and am more than surprised
that so far it has not been given a trial by
the W.A.G.R. I think it should be. If a
man such as Mr. Brew is prepared to
expend his time on inventing a spark-
arrester, at least it should be tested by the
department. There has been much corres-
pondence on the spark-arrester, but so far
as I am aware it has not been tested by the
W.A.G.R.

I wish to draw the Premier's attention
to the great output in the South-West of
dairy products and of meat, timb~r,
coal, fruit, etc., and the need for trans-
porting that production as quickly as pos-
sible, especially perishable fruit. It is time
thec railways devised some scheme to move
it speedily, and if the railways are unable
to do so it should be done by road trans-
port. Perishable fruit should not be grown
in the South-West if there is no transport
available to cart it before It becomes un-
fit for human consumption. At pre-
sent the growers cannot get the pro-
duce to the market in a reasonable time.
That is one reason that can be advanced
for the introduction of a duplicate line.
The position is acute not only in regard
to the cartae of p3rishabls fruit, but also,
the increas in coal and tmbzr production
and the transport along that linQ will
result in the position that, in two or three
years, the railways will not be able to
cart thcs2 commodities in spite of the cen-
tral control.

I now wish to refer to the possibility,
or even the probability, that a second
charcoal-iron industry will be established
in this State. I do not know just where
that will be or whether any decision has
been made, but I would point to the suit-
ability of Collie for the efficient establish-
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meat of such an industry. Before very
long the railways will be transporting coal
to the Goldfields to the tune of about
130,000 tons a year. There is perfectly
good iron-ore at Koolyanobbing which
could be back-loaded because, if we are
going to cart coal the trucks should be
back-loaded with something, and the only
possibility in that direction would be iron-
ore to feed a second charcoal-iron plant
at Collie. I hope that will still be given
consideration by the Minister responsible.
I would also like to know from the Govern-
ment what has become of the Lurgi gas
plant. It has been in cold storage now
for a considerable period. Three years ago
we were told that it would be a going con-
cern in no time at all, but so far there
has been no indication that the Govern-
mnent intends to go on with the project.

I would now like to turn to the port of
Bunbury, That port should be given all
the work it is possible to give it from
the immediate interior, as this will avoid
any congestion at Fremantle. -Much more
produce should be shipped from Bunbury
than is being done at present, and I join
forces with the member for Bunbury in
this matter because I know it is one of
his pet subjects. When we see the con-
gestion of traffic along the Perth-Bunbury
line and the goods waiting to be trans-
ported to the metropolitan area, it makes
one wonder why they are not diverted to
Bun bury and shipped from there. 1 am
happy to see that the member for Moore
has resumed his seat-

Hon. A, R. G. Hawke: He looks very
nice, too, if I may say so.

Mr. MAY: -because I want to refer
to what he said when speaking about the
wheat position in this State and, incident-
ally, to several other matters he men-
tioned. He spoke of increasing production
as though nobody seemed to be trying to
do that. I do not think he meant it that
way, but that is just how he said it. The
fact remains that most people in this State
are anxious to increase production and to
stop the cry of "under-production" that
is being heard. The hon. member did not
mention anything about a matter which
to my mind is causing a good deal of the
loss of production in wheat at any rate.
I refer to the position of super. I know
that any number of small farmers who are
developing their holdings, provided they
could get extra super. would increase their
productive areas. It is no use asking a
farmer to try to produce wheat, at least,
without giving him the necessary super.
I know the position in this State but we
have got to overcome it by some means.

Mr. Ackland: It has been reported that
one of the big super, orders has been
cut considerably.

Mr. MAY: I know about that, but there
are still people getting super. and not
using it for the purpose for which it was
sent to them. The position should be
policed more strictly than it is at present.

I know of farmers who have got their
issue of super. and have not used it for
wheat-growing, for which purpose it was
supplied to them. We could very well help
the smaller farmer by policing the bigger
farmer who is getting large quantities of
super. and is not using it for what it was
intended.

Mr. Ackland: Dlo you think be is likely
to pay £16 a ton and not use it?

Mr. MAY: They do use it;, make no mis-
take about that. But they do not use it
for wheat production, for which it was
originally intended. The member for
Moore also spoke about the shortage of
goods being produced and his solution, of
course, was to increase the working hours.
I do not think we should take that on
because it would be a retrograde step. As
a result of the 1929-33 depression, when
goods were well and truly over-produced,
the people of this State were starving be-
cause of that fact. I do not think it Is
necessary to increase the working hours;
all that is needed is just a little organisa-
tion and a little incentive, and a guarantee
that that position will never again arise
in this State where we had the spectacle
of starving people put on the scrap-heap
because we were over-produced. Does the
hon. member think that the workers who
went through that and are still working
will ever forget that period?

Mr. Ackland: If we produce twice as
much food we would not be over-pro-
ducing.

Mr. MAY: We did over-produce and it
was the working-class man and his family
who suffered. Can we blame these men
today for making sure that such a state
of affairs does not again arise? Workers
are quite prepared to produce what is
necessary for the people of this State, but
they are not prepared to go through those
conditions again. They were not artificial
but were brought about by the operations
of the associated banks at the time. The
hon. member knows as well as I do that
every man was encouraged over a certain
period to get whatever money he wanted
from the bank. But what happened when
he got it? He was foreclosed on and lost
everything. The hon, member cannot tell
me it was not fixed, because it certainly
was. But the workers will not again be
caught by those conditions. That is one
reason why the workers of this State-in
my opinion, at any rate-have made up
their minds that there is not going to be
another depression such as the one they
went through in 1929-33.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The banks will
fasten another one on them.

Mr. MAY: They will but it is my opinion
that the working class will not put up with
the conditions with which they put up in
those Years. If ever this State suffered
disgrace it was in the depression of 1929-33.

Mr. Griffith: You mean you would en-
courage them not to produce.
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Mr. MAY: The hon. member will not
tell me what I am. going to say; If he
wishes to say anything he has every right
to do so when he speaks on the Estimates.
So far as my knowledge of the worker is
concerned, he will not allow such a state
of affairs to recur. The hon. member was
probably too young to worry about it in
those days, but there are still men living
and working who went through that period.
It did not affect me personally, but I know
other people who went through it and I
would not be a party to helping a posi-
tion like that to come about again-not
for anything.

My remarks would not be complete
without reference to the production of
coal. At present the position is causing
some people considerable concern. Al-
though the yearly production has reached
the 800,000-ton mark, it is still not keep-
ing pace with consumption, and when the
miners take their holidays over the Christ-
mas period there is a possibility of not
being able to maintain supplies as re-
quired. The position in this State Is that
the supply is still dependent largely on
open-cuts as against deep mining. During
the period from the 1st January, 1950, to
the 6th October, 1950, the deep mines
produced 441,147 tons and the open-cuts
193,043 tons, while for the same period in
1951 the deep mines produced 377,275 tons
and the open-cuts 279,046 tons, represent-
ing a decrease in the deep mines of 63,872
tons and an increase in the open-cuts of
23,031 tons. Those figures reveal an
alarming position.

The Premier: What about all the mech-
anisation. that has taken place?

Mr. MAY: I shall refer to that presently.
At the moment, I wish to point out how
largely we are dependent on open-cut
coal. The other evening the member for
Guildford-Midland spoke of the quality of
some of the coal supplied to railway loco-
motives, and I wish to indicate how dam-
aging that could be to the local industry
if we were in open competition with coal
from the other States as we were before
the war. We would not be in the race. If
there were any chance of importing coal
from Queensland or New South Wales, we
would not be in a position to maintain the
use of local coal purely on account of its
inferior quality. We have good coal at
Collie, but it is not being produced. Coal
from the open-cut will never equal in
quality the coal obtained from deep
mining. I am fearful of the time when
we shall be in competition with outside sup-
plies if the quality of our coal does not
Improve.

The Premier: I think that is a good way
off. The Commonwealth is paying a tre-
mendous amount of money by way of sub-
sidy.

Mr. MAY: That is so, but Queensland is
producing open-cut coal in tremendous
quantities.

The Minister for Education: Queensland
open-cut coal is very poor in quality, too.

Mr. MAY: Yes, I saw some of it in Kal-
goorlie. Before the recent war, the Mid-
land Railway Company would not use an
ounce of Collie coal if it could get Eastern
States coal. Since then it has used the
local product, and I hope it is finding that
its railway can be run on the local coal
and that there is no need to import coal.

It is evident that efforts are being
made to develop our deep mines. I have
been referring to this subject for the last
five years. For a long time, the new
mechanisation. plant was lying on the
surface at Collie-I gave the figures last
year-without being taken underground.
I know that the old mines have to be
adapted to take the mechanised plant,
but efforts seemed to be lacking to de-
velop the new mines so that we could at
all times be assured of a supply of good
coal. Now, however, the Griffin Com-
pany is developing a deep mine and it
seems that the Western Collieries will
soon be developing the same, and efforts
are being made by Amalgamated Col-
lieries to develop a second seam at Cardiff.

I can only hope that the authority
vested in the State Coal Mining Engineer
will be exercised to ensure that the work
of developing the deep mines is con-
tinued uninterruptedly. A big effort has
been made to get a system operating
under which the deep mines at Collie
could be developed. The old idea was
to get as much open-cut coal as Possible.
We know that open-cut coal is much
cheaper than coal from the deep mines,
but it is not so substantial in quality
and has not equal lasting qualities. Fur-
ther, the open-cut sites at Collie are
limited and, should another national
emergency occur, we might find our-
selves in difficulties to maintain supplies
for the State.

Now that a State Coal Mining En-
gineer has been appointed, I feel that we
have turned the corner. So far as I can
ascertain, he, as well as his staff, is doing
a good job, and I see a, prospect of deep
mines being developed-new mines and
old mines being developed in such a way
as to Permit of the adoption of modern
methods of producing coal. The methods
of producing coal have changed consider-
ably in recent years, and I think we can
look to the future with confidence. Pro-
vided close supervision is exercised over
deep mining, I do not think the State
has anything to fear in the way of a
shortage of coal supplies.

I have little further to say on the
general debate, except to add this. I re-
present a constituency that produces coal,
and the men in the industry have been
very tolerant over the years.

Mr. Marshall: Too tolerant.

The Premier: Rubbish!I
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Mr. MAY: Their conditions are gradu-
ally improving. This is not one of the
best of industries for men to be employed
in. As most members know, it is very ob-
jectionable sometimes.

Mr. Marshall: At all times.
Mr. MAY: The men who have been en-

gaged in the industry over the years and
really belong to Collie have been very
tolerant, and, remembering the conditions
under which they have laboured, V am
particularly pleased to realise that those
conditions are improving. Greater super-
vision is being maintained underground.
A few years ago conditions were shocking,
and it is a wonder that any coal was pro-
duced at all. The companies, however,
appear to have realised that they were
on the wrong track when they tried to get
every ounce of coal out of a pit at every-
body's expense, and particularly at the
expense of the State, as was the case for
a long time. Many a coal seam was ruined
as a result of the get-rich-quick policy
of some of the companies.

Now, however, they have realised that
it is better to make the conditions of the
men more attractive, and they have come
to understand that that creates a better
understanding and certainly a better feel-
Ing in the tidustry. Were it not so, this
State could not possibly enjoy freedom
from serious industrial trouble such as it
has experienced for a long time. We have
been free from that because the men have
been very patient over a long period in
regard to the need for better conditions.
Some of those conditions have been im-
proved and, as a result, the State is get-
ting the benefit, because there has been
continuity of supply and no industrial
trouble; and, what is more, there has been
a contented set of people in the district
who are doing a good job for Western
Australia. The Government should be
very thankful that that position exists.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[10.23]: After hearing the Minister for
Housing, I thought I had better say a
word or two for those who have been
attacked in this place and are not able
to defend themselves. The Minister's de-
partment was fortunate in having him
here to defend it, and I agree with a lot
of what he said. It seems to me, however,
that there is a dastardly habit growing
in this House of accusing anybody who
does not hold the same opinion as one-
self of being a communist. The member
for Moore discovered, in the first place,
that the University was full of com-
munists, and he wanted to know from the
minister for Education what he was going
to do about it. Evidently the Minister
was able to quieten him on that point.
Then he broke out in another place. He
was not satisfied with branding the Uni-
versity people as communists, but went
for Harry Webb; and the scurrilous state-

ment that was made during the Federal
election was issued partly under the name
of the member for Moore. Then came his
latest attack in which he said that there
were a lot of communists in the Public
Service, and wanted to know what the
Premier was going to do about it,

I would like to know from the Premier
whether he has made any statement about
all these communists that are saturating
the Public Service; whether he is going
to take any notice of the member for
Moore, or intends to ignore him, the
same as the Minister for Education did
when the member for Moore talked about
the communists in the University. I think
it is a wonderful blessing that the "No"
vote was carried, otherwise we would all
have been declared communists by now;
and I suppose by the time I sit down the
member for Moore will want to declare
me a communist, too. However, I am not
very worried about what he does.

Rion. A. RL. 0. Hawke: The Common-
wealth Government would probably have
appointed him one of its security police.

Hon. J. B. SLJEEMAN: Yes. Then he
would have bad the right to declare
everybody. He reminds me of what the
Minister for Housing said about a man
having obsessions. I think the member
for Moore gets obsessions quite often. He
goes to bed at night and has the obsession
that he sees a red-eyed coinmo. with
whiskers three or four inches long, and
with a sickle in one hand and a hammer
in the other. Then he turns over, and
finds another coming from the other side
of the bed. He makes himself believe that
there are all these communists he talks
about; but I do not think there are nearly
so many and, if certain conditions were
not as they are, there would not be a
breeding ground for them.

Then the member for Maylands hops
in and joins in the popular cry. He finds
out that Mr. Crulksbank and all the mem-
bers of the Market Gardeners' Association
are communists. I happen to have known
Mr. Cruiksbank ever since we were boys,
and 1 do not think there is an atom of
truth in the statement that he is a com-
munist.

The Minister for Lands: Did not you
expel him from the Labour movement?

H-on. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister
for Lands wants to hop in, let him get
up and say what he thinks. He knows
that Mr. Cruikshank is not a communist.

Mr. Qldfield: I did not say he was..

Mon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The hon. mem-
ber knows that he is not, and that the
members of the Market Gardeners' Asso-
ciation are not communists. What the
hon. member should have done if he wanted
to do a service to his suffering electors
was to talk about something he knew of,
and that is the racket in potatoes. He
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worked for a firm which dealt in potatoes
and, if he had told what happened in that
racket, he would have done more service
to his suffering electors than by trying to
brand Mr. Cruikshank and the members
of the Market Gardeners' Association as
communists.

Mr. Oldfield: I did not say he was a
communist.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The hon. member
did say he was a communist, and that the
members of the Market Gardeners' Asso-
ciation were communists.

Mr. Oldfield: Read "Hansard."
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Let the hon.

member read "Hansard" and ask the Chair-
man to produce it. As a matter of fact.
the member for Maylands has "Hansard"
in front of him. He said Mr. Cruikshank
and the members of the Market Gardeners'
Association were communists. I say that
Mr- Cruikshank is not a communist. I
do not believe in quite a number of things
Mr. Cruikshank has done, but that is his
business. He is free to please himself. if
he wants to do certain things with which
I do not agree, that is all right. If I
want to do things with which he does
not agree, that is all right. I do not be-
lieve he was ever a communist, and I do
not believe he is one. So far as saying
the market gardeners are communists is
concerned, that is another tale, the same
as is told about everybody else. We know
thie way Mr. Chifley was accused of being
a communist, and Dr. Evatt and Mr. Ward
and Mr. Calwell. I ask you, Mr. Chairman,
do you believe they were communists?

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is a fair
question.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like to
tell members what they did to Mr. Chifley.
About two days before he died, there was
a cartoon in the "Daily News." It showed
Mr. Chifley in armour on a black horse
with a badge around his neck containing
a hammer and sickle. The reading on the
cartoon was, "Knights in Shining Armour
Usually Ride White Horses." The horse
was shown crushing Labour underneath
it.

Mr. Manning: It seems that the horse
was a communist!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: A few days after
Mr. Chifley's death, they bad a Picture of
his pipe with the word 'Dinkum." He
was a communist on the Thursday, and
he was a dinkumn fellow two days after-
wards! That is the sort of thing they are
saying about everybody. I wish to read a
couple of lines from his last speech, made
a few hours before his death-

I say to You that, in the period I
have been leader, I have always be-
lieved that the movement has to make
up its mind what is the right thing
to do anid, no matter what the daily
Press says, or any section of the com-

munity might say, we must go on
fighting. I hope the spirit which ani-
mated the people who began the
Labour movement goes On today. We
have a great responsibility to more
than half the people of Australia, de-
spite the slander and calumnies of the
Press against the Party and indi-
viduals in the Party. We have seen
in the campaign in this State some of
the mean and vicious propaganda
against individuals, such as that
against Dr. Evatt, M.H.R.

Ben Chifley had no doubts about Dr. Evatt
although the public of Australia and the
Liberal supporters branded him as a com-
munist. Hie went on to say-

The 1949 elections were won by the
Liberals by a policy of hysteria; by the
successful propaganda of branding the
Labour Government as a government
for communism or socialism. This
socialist outcry had people frightened
of the terrible things which were to
happen. There was, of course, not
an atom of truth in them. In the 1949
and the last elections we fought
against great odds, including a hostile
Press, except one or two papers, such
as the Melbourne "Argus."

We only ask for fairness. We do not
get that, and we had to combat a
numbcr of whispering campaigns. I
do not care what people say about me,
so long as I feel I am fighting for the
great masses of the people. Some
people keep in the movement provided
they can keep clear of everything un-
popular done by the Labour movement.

You cannot afford to be in the
middle of the road. You have to be
quite clear about what you believe In,
whether popular or unpopular, and you
have to fight for it.

So it is quite evident that Hen Chifiey
was satisfied that Dr. Evait was not a
communist. The other night the member
for Moore in his rantings about com-
munists said they were not unchristian.
but anti-christian. A christian means a
follower of Christ, so that anti-christian
would mean anti-Christ. I fear that if
Christ were alive today he would be treated
the same as he was treated when he was
on earth. The people would say, "Away
with him; he is a commo--a socialist."
I suppose no greater socialist than Christ
ever lived. I expect the member for Moore
will not believe that Christ was the greatest
socialist that ever lived, and if Christ were
alive today I suppose the hon. member
would be one of the first to say. "Away
with him."

Mr'. Manning: I do not think that is a
fair observation.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The member for
Harvey can stand up and say what he
thinks. I think it is a fair observation,
and if the hon. member knows anything
about the teachings of Christ he will know

818



[20 November, 1951.J11

that Christ was the friend of the working
man and a socialist to the backbone. But
my friend here is not a socialist to the
backbone, so therefore he would be anti-
Christ,

Mr. Bovell: I am surprised that the
member for Fremantle-

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not know
whether the member for Vasse is making
this speech or 1.

Mr. Bovell: It is heresy to align the
Saviour with Russian communism.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: What was that?
The CHAIRMAN: Order! I suggest that

the member for Fremantle address the
'Chair.

The Minister for Lands; It is a pity you
would not keep in-

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: -a Wying cow
like him. Let him stand up and-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Fremantle must sit down.

Mr. Bovell: I ask for a withdrawal of the
,statement of the member f or Fremantle
that I am a lying cow. It is unparlia-
mentary and I object to it strongly,

The CHAIRMAN: The member for Vasse
has objected to the remarks of the member
for Fremantle.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I will withdraw
and say he is not a lying cow, but if he
wants to interject let him do so in such
a way that I can hear him, and not have
it recorded in "Hansard" that I would not
reply to him. I hope, Mr. Chairman, you
will either restrain him from interjecting,
or tell him to speak up so that I can hear
him.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Fremantle must address the Chair.

Hon. J. 13. SLEEMAN: I do not want
to listen to interjections at all, and 1 do
not want them to come in on the sly like
that.

Mr. novell: I will repeat it.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Are you. Mr.

Chairman, going to stop the member for
Vase', or l t me attack him. I can break
evens with him if you are going to allow
him to go on like this. The member for
Maylands, instead of branding everyone
as a communist, could have told us some-
thing about potatoes. Hle could have said
how the people of this country were suffer-
ing because of the doings of various people
in the potato trade. He could have told
us that the potatoes first go through the
local agent, then through the potato dis-
tributors, then through a man called Mur-
ray. and from him to the Potato Board,
from the Potato Board to the wholesaler
and from the wholesaler to the retailer,
and lastly to the consumer.

Mr. Oldfield: I never mentioned potatoes
in my speech.

Hon. S. B. SLEEMAN: I would like the
hon. member to tell me how much Potato
Distributors Ltd. have made.

Mr. Marshall: How would he know?
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Because he was

working for a firm which dealt in potatoes.
He ought to have some knowledge of the
trade in which he was employed.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He was peeling
the consumers.,

Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: I would like to
know how much the members of this firm
made out of the £1 share that they starte-I
with. From memory I think that 26 of
them started off with a £1 share each and
called themselves Potato Distributors Ltd.
They get a share out of every Potato that
passes through the firm. For every ton
of potatoes that goes through the Potato
Board a man called Murray, I think, gets
about 3s. 5d. a ton just for writing out
invoices. So I say to the member for MvaN-
lands, as he knows a lot about this busi-
ness, he would do better if he would help
us to do something about it. We were
fortunate once when potatoes were scarce,
because the waterside workers refused to
load potatoes until some were made avail-
able for, the local market.

l am pleased to know that the lumpers
are in Fremantle, so that we shall not 1)e
short in the future. We might be short
of something else if things do not alter
there. I hope this business of branding
everyone will cease because, as the good
book says, to steal a man's good name -)r
bear false witness is breaking a command-
ment. As members should be the last to
break the commandments, I trust that in
the future we will not have people branded
here, under privilege, by members when
they are not game to say the same things
outside. The Minister for Housing told us
that tonight, and I agree with what he
said.

Mr. Marshall: I do not agree with what
he said.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: We have no right
to attack a man here unless we are pre-
pared to go outside and attack him.

Mr. Marshiall: W~e are th repres2ntatives
of the people, and if we cannot criticise,
them, God help us!

H-on. J. B. SLEEMAN: The civil servan's3
have a Minister to protect thorn here,
which is more than other people have.
The people I am talking of have no
Minister to come into the House and pro-
tect them.

Mr. Marshall: That is a different thing
altogether.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I can remember
that a few years ago the talk was all about
"Boishies" and before that it was "the

Mr. Marshall:, And before that again it
was the agitators.
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Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes. I suppose
you will remember, Mr. Chairman, how
an election was fought on the L.W.W. and
how the other side said that Tom Walsh
was one of the I.W.W. They had posters
showing him jumping on the Union Jack
and they said, "If we are returned we will
immediately deport Walsh and Johansen,"
but they were returned and did not deport
them. In fact, in a few weeks time, Walsh
was working for their organisation.

The Premier: A reformed character.
Hon. J, B. SLEEMAN: They said that

if returned they would deport him, but
instead of that they gave him a good job.

The Premier: We have a lot of time for
the reformed man.

Mr. Marshall: He was the best friend
they had at that time, just as the commas
are now the friends of the Liberal Party.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I can remember
the time when, if a man said anything
against the Boer War, he was branded as
disloyal and a disrupter of the British
Empire. I have known a parson to have
his church stoned because he said what
he thought about the Boer War. There are
individual communists in the various trade
unions, and they gain ground because they
are energetic and have ability and do good
work for the industrial movement. Were
it not for the rotten conditions against
which they fight there would be no breed-
ing ground for the communists. If every-
one was satisfied and contented there
would be no communists. It is when things
get bad that the communists make a har-
vest, because it is under those conditions
that they breed.

Mr. Hutchinson: Do you think any people
would ever be really satisfied and con-
tented?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Not everybody,
but the great majority.

Mr. Lawrence: The member for Cottes-
boe could apply that statement to the
politicians.

Mr. Hutchinson: I apply it to everybody.
Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: There will always

be the divine spirit of discontent.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I come now to the

matter of the Government's having closed
one session and opened a new one. The
Premier closed the last session quickly
and we were told we were to have another
one quickly, but a month went past and
no new Bill! Now the new rents legis-
lation has been brought down, but we
will not get far with it if I am any judge.
I can remember the member for Nor-
tham once bringing down a Bill dealing
with the Legislative Council. The Gov-
ernment told him it would be put at the
bottom of the notice paper and said "You
cannot steal our policy." The Gov-
ernment brought a Bill down and it passed
through this House and was sent to the

Legislative Council, which promnptly threw
it out. I am satisfied that when another
place has had a go at this legislation we
will not recognise it.

I want to know what the Government
proposes to do about the action of the
Legislative Council in mutilating legisla-
tion sent on from this House. Something
should be done about it. I am sick and
tired of hearing promises made. year after
year, that something will be done to re-
form the Legislative Council. It is now
many years since both the Government
and the Opposition in this House came to,
an agreement to appeal to the Privy Coun-
cil and find out just what the powers of"
the Legislative Council were, but eventually
nothing was done about it -and so another
place still throws out our legislation. I
think we should make a real endeavour
to show another place that we want our
legislation treated as it should be, or else
we will endeavour to abolish the Legis-
lative Council altogether,

I have here a copy of the report by the
Joint Committee of the House of Lords
and the House of Commons appointed to
consider the petition of the State of West-
ern Australia in the matter of secession.
There was a gentleman named Watson who
was one of the delegates from this State
and I think members have heard of him.
This report states-

It is, however, a well established
convention of the constitutional prac-
tice governing the relations between
the Parliament of the United Kingdom
and other Parliaments of the Empire,
that the Parliament of the United
Kingdom should not interfere in the
affairs of a Dominion or self-govern-
ing State or Colony, save at the request
of the Government or Parliament of
such Dominion, State or Colony, that
is to say, in effect that interference
should only take place at the request
of such Dominion, State or Colony
speaking with the voice which repre-
sents it as a whole and not merely at
the request of a minority. That rule
was well established before 1900. and
has been consistently acted upon as
an undoubted Constitutional Conven-
tion. It is not necessary to refer to
the numerous authoritative declara-
tions of the principle, which must be
regarded as fundamnentatl in these Mat-
ters.

In the present, instance, the Par-
liament of the United Kingdom Is
asked to alter the commonwealth Con-
stitution Act, not in response to a
general demand by the citizens of the
Commonwealth, constitutionally ex-
pressed in the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment and transmitted by the Com-
monwealth Government, but at the
request of the Government of the
State of Western Abstralia. which, as
such, is not concerned with the Com-
monwealth affairs. It is essential in
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this connection to keep in mind that
Western Australia, in joining the Com-
monwealth surrendered all those pow-
ers, previously enjoyed by it as a self-
governing Colony. which under the
Commonwealth of Australia Constitu-
tion Act, 1900, were vested in the
Commonwealth...

Furthecr down it says-
It is clearly only at the request of

the Government and Legislature prim-
arily concerned that the Parliament of
the United Kingdom can be entitled
to legislate. In respect of matters ap-
pertaining to the Commonwealth. it
could not so, legislate without the re-
quest of the Commonwealth authori-
ties; in respect of matters appertaining
to the sphere of State powers it could
not so legislate without the request
of the State authorities. The
State of Western Australia, as
such, has no locus standi in asking
for legislation from the Parliament of
the United Kingdom in regard to the
constitution of the Commonwealth,
any more than it would have in asking
for legislation to alter the constitution
of another Australian State, or than
the Commonwealth would have in ask-
ing for an amendment of the constitu-
tion of the State of Western Australia.

This distinction is recognised and
enforced in the Statute of Westmin-
ster. The Preamble to that Statute
reaffirms the established rule that the
Parliament of the United Kingdom will
not pass any law extending to a Dom-
inion, as part of the law of that Dom-
inion, otherwise than at the request
of that Dominion; the Statute is there
dealing solely with Dominion affairs.
But in section 9 (2) the Statute pro-
vides for the case of the States by en-
acting that the Parliament of the
United Kingdom may deal with re-
spect to any matters within the auth-
ority of the States of Australia, with-
out any concurrence of the Common-
wealth, that is, it may deal with such
matters at the request of the States.

The Commonwealth of Austra-
lia Constitution Act, 1900. begins
by reciting that the people of
the five original States had agreed
to unite in one indissoluble Fed-
eral Commonwealth under the
Crown. Western Australia joined the
Federation in accordance with the op-
tion provided by the Act, and the six
States are on the same footing in -this
connection. The Parliament of the
United Kingdom in enacting the Con-
stitution, was giving effect to the voice
of the people of the continent of Aus-
tralia, and not to the voice of any
State or States. It is only therefore
when invoked by the voice of the
people of Australia that, according to
constitutional usage, the Parliament
of the United Kingdom can properly
vary or dissolve that Federal Union.

It is true that, as things stand, the
Parliament of the United Kingdom
alone can pass an Act which would
have that result. It is true also that
this Parliament has In law full com-
petence to do so, even against the wish
and without the consent of the Com-
monwealth. To do so indeed would not
be outside its competence, in the
strict legal sense. But it would be
outside its competence if the estab-
lished constitutional conventions of
the Empire are to be observed, as ob-
served they must be. Only by observ-
ance of this principle can the legal
competence of the Parliament of the
United Kingdom to legislate for the
internal affairs of any Dominion or
self-governing state or colony be re-
conciled with the fundamental concep-
tion of them as autonomous commun-
ities.

And apart from theory, it would be
easy to state the practical difficulties
which would follow from any depart-
ure from this principle. Hence what
the Petition prays for is, in that sense,
something which is beyond the juris-
diction claimed by the Parliament of
the United Kingdom.

The conclusion is-
The conclusion, therefore, of the

Committee Is that inasmuch as the
prayer of the Petition of the State of
Western Australia asks for legislative
action which, in their opinion, It would
be constitutionally incompetent for the
Parliament of the United Kingdom to
take, except upon the definite request
of the Commonwealth of Australia
conveying the clearly expressed wish
of the Australian people as a whole,
and inasmuch as this Petition is pre-
sented by the Government of Western
Australia which as a State, is not con-
cerned with the subject matter of the
proposed legislation, the Petition is
not proper to be received.

We have gone on from year to Year and
nothing has been done. I think the time
has arrived when this country should
definitely make an application to the Im-
perial Parliament in an endeavour to get
something done about it. That Paria-
ment has the power if we refer the matter
to it. Everybody seems to have gone quiet
on this; nobody seems to have any idea
as to what shape future action should take.
Some People say that the only way to do it
is to get a majority in that Chamber and
those members could vote themselves out.
I think this idea would be worth trying.
There is certainly no harm in trying, and
it is high time that we did something to
get rid of this other Chamber.

There has not been a Legislative Coun-
cil in Queensland for many Years, and
during the time when a Liberal Govern-
ment was in office in that State nothing
was done to revive the Legislative Council
because the Government knew that the
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people would not stand for it. If our
Government is not prepared to go to the
Imperial Parliament and ask that some-
thing be done, let us have a referendum to
see what the people think about it. That
is another way of doing it and the time
is long overdue for something to be done
in that direction. So I hope the Govern-
ment will take some notice of my remarks.
I can see the Deputy Premier smiling, hut
I would like to hear his opinion about the
decision Of the House of Lords and the
House of Commons.

The Premier: I think his opinion would
be that it would be a colossal waste of
time.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like to
hear his personal opinion and not one such
as he gives in this Chamber.

Mr. Styants: He only wants the will to
do it.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: We must do
something; something attempted is some-
thing done. We will not get anywhere if
we do not try. People say that It is better
to have loved and failed than never to
have loved at all. It is not a question of
love in this instance, but just the opposite,
and I think it is time we made some de-
finite attempt in the direction I have in-
dicated.

Now we come to the question of assist-
ance to wheat and wool farmers by way
of a cartage subsidy. This is an item
upon which there should be some discus-
sion. We find' that last year the Govern-
ment put £100,000 on the Estimates for
subsidising the cartage of wheat by road.
The Treasury expended £150,000 for this
work and I suppose another £100,000
worth of damage was done to the roads.
Now we find that there is another item
creeping in further down the list-f5000
for the cartage of fittings used for the
bulk-handling of wheat. The Government
this year has paid £6,418 for this work
and that seems to be a new departure.
How long has this been going on?

Mr. Styants: Three or four Years.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not think

SO.
Mr. Styants: Yes, it has: it was on the

Estimates for last year.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It may have been

an estimate without anything being spent
for the previous year. This demands some
answer f roma the Premier. Surely the
bulk-handling people should be able to
Pay for the cartage of their own fittings
and I am certain the farmers could pay
for the cartage of their own wheat. If
the Government has any money to throw
away, and wants to help the primary pro-
ducers, let it help the poultry-farmers
and pig-raisers. Those people are down
and out whereas the wheat farmers are
doing very well at the moment. It seems
that if something is not done for the

poultry-farmers they will go out of busi-
ness altogether. There are a number of
these farmers in my district and they
are in a pretty bad way; yet the Govern-
ment can turn round and spend £:150,000
on the wheat farmers. Something should
be done to keep the poultry people going.

There is another question I went to
raise and that concerns sulphur ior the
manufacture of super. I suppose the Pre-
mier thinks that because I am a member
for the metropolitan area this is a sub-
ject I should leave to country members.
However. I made a trip to the Goldfields
two or three years ago and interviewed Mr.
Agnew, the chairman of the Chamber of
Mines. I explained this question to him
and he said that they had already decided
to look into it. However, since then I have
not heard anything from Mr. Agnew or
the Government to say that anything has
been attempted. Thousands of tons of
sulphur are going up the stacks on the
mines and, if the Government or the
mines are not prepared to put in plants,
then it might be possible to implement the
same idea as they have with the arsenic
plant at Wiluna where it is worked on a
royalty basis. If that could be done there
would be plenty of sulphur for the manu-
facture of super.

I interviewed a number of managers and
the manager of Western Mining told me
that the company's mine in Kalgoorlie
would not permit of the recovery of a high
percentage of sulphur. But I understand
that the new mine at Bullfinch would
make it worth while as would other mines
along the Golden Mile. It seems to me
that this, country will be right up against
it. I have a cutting from the newspaper
which reads as follows:-

Scarcity of Sulphur to Continue.
The International Materials Con-

ference said today that the world
sulphur shortage would not be over-
come in 1952 or 1953. despite the re-
cent discovery of new deposits in
Louisiana. Supplies beyond that time,
an I.M.C. official said, would depend
on whether the military demand de-
clined and whether new sources were
found and existing ones developed to
the utmost. The United States pro-
duces 90 per cent. of the total world
supply of crude sulphur, and this year
has been exporting 20 to 25 per cent.
of its production. The world output of
crude and refined sulphur in 1951
was estimated at 5,862,300 tons or
1,271,900 tons short of requirements,
the I.M.C. said.

So I think the Government should per-
severe and find out whether the mines
along the Golden Mine can be fitted with
plants which will assist us to obtain more
sulphur.

We have heard a lot about the turn-
round of ships. People often say that
it is because of the waterside workers
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not working hard enough or often
enough that We have the slow turn-
round of ships. The waterside workers
do a fair day's work: there is no doubt
about that. I can see the Minister for
Works smiling but if he were working
down on the wharves he would find some
difficulty in keeping up with the men: he
would find it a little more difficult than
sitting in the soft seat he is now occupy-
ing.

The Minister for Works: There is al-
ways a rush for work down there when
applicants are called for.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMA.N: That is because
there is all this talk about big money.
The same thing is happening at the
moment with farming and people are
rushing to get wheat farms. That is
only because farmers are prosperous at
the moment but these good times will not
last for ever. Other people say that the
solution is to engage more men. The
trouble is that when more men are en-
gaged they are taken from other valu-
able industries: there are even tradesmen
applying for work there now because of
this talk of big money. One master car-
rier told me that he has lost most of
his good men, most of them leaving the
last time applications were called for
waterside workers. However, there are
other questions that affect the turn-round
of ships, and one in particular is the
stowage of the ships. Many ships that
come into Fremantle take four or five
days before the cargo can be reached.
This is because the Fremantle cargo is
at the bottom of the ship and the cargo
above has to be removed, the Fremantle
cargo taken out and the other cargo re-
stowed. There is no excuse for that.

When a ship leaves a port on the other
side of the world the agents should know
what is to be its first port of call. If
it is to be Fremantle, then the cargo for
that port should be placed on top of all
the other cargo in the hold. If ships
enter the harbour with their cargo for
Fremantle below that for other ports,
that constitutes one good reason why the
cargo is not unloaded as quickly as it
should be.

Mr. Hutchinson: The problem is not as
simple as all that. The member for
South Fremantle knows all about it. I
think he would agree with me.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The member
for South Fremantle would inform the
hon. member that what I say is correct.
There is no doubt about that. It is just
the same as any other transport activity.
If a carrier is transporting goods from
Fremantle to Perth and he has to call
at Cottesloe and Claremont en route, he
does not place his packages for Clare-
mont on top of the load, but has them
stacked in the order of delivery.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is not as simple as
the hon. member makes it out to be, and
I do not notice the member for South
Fremantle springing to his defence.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like to
get the member for South Fremantle on
his feet to explain it to the hon. mem-
ber, because I think he is an expert On
this business.

Mr. Hutchinson: In which case he
would agree with me.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I think he would
agree with me. I have a complaint to
make as to the way the Government at-
tempts to keep industrial peace. Men-
have been fined for not doing a Jolt
which was not rightly theirs. These men.
were performing a different duty alto--
gether and, when they were detailed to-
another job and refused to comply, they-
w~ere fined for going out on strike. 'To'
date the Attorney General has not re-
funded those fines to them. I think the.
Is every justification for doing so and if
something is not done about it soon I
think the Government might have some
trouble on its hands.

The Premier: Is there not an appeal
before the court now?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It is finished.
The Attorney General: No decision has

been given.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The decision has

been reserved but the appeal has been
cpmpleted.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Govern-
ment had done its job at the time there
would have been no need for an appeal.
It was quite simple. The Premier knows
that if a butcher is asked to take the
place of a baker and he does not do so,
that does not constitute a strike action.
These men were not employed to work
on the tugs, but were on a different job
altogether. They were asked to take a
position on the tugs and, because they re-
fused, they were prosecuted and fined and,
apparently, as a result of the hearing of
the appeal today the decision has been
reserved. The Government was badly ad-
vised. Mr. Bogue, the Industrial Registrar,
is a man of sound commonsense and I
think he must have had a bit of a push
to take the action he did.

Another incident occurred in the State
Engineering Works, which is a -very

orderly place. A little while ago a selec-
tion ballot was to be held for the candi-
date who was to contest the West Pro-
vince, and one of the nominees made
application to the State Engineering Works
to address the men at lunch time and it
was refused. In reply to a question I
asked in the House, the Minister said
this-

Successive Governments have for
many years Permitted addresses by
selected candidates of all parties
(with 'one exception) during lunch
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hour at the State Engineering Works,
but it has been considered most un-
desirable for the staff at the Works
to be subjected to many addresses by
various aspirants of any one party
for selection in respect of such party.

The Minister wants such candidates to
stand on the roadway outside the works
to address the workers. If the man is
reputable he can be relied on to do the
right thing when he enters the works to
make such an address. His only desire
is to address the men at the works dur-
ing the lunch hour for a quarter of an
hour. I do not think the refusing of'such
an application makes for industrial peace.

The Minister for Works: That has been
the attitude adopted by my predecessors.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It has not; it
has only been adopted since the Minister
has been in office. Up till quite recently
people have been allowed to enter the
works for the purpose of addressing their
electors.

The Minister for Works: In this case
it was not a selected candidate, but a
nominee for a selection ballot.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It does not mat-
ter what It was for; even if it were a can-
didate for the municipal council, he should
have been allowed to enter the works to
address the workers. Their only desire is
to approach the workers and find out who
is their desired candidate. What harm can
they do? Such candidates address the
workers in the men's own time during
the lunch hour. but the Minister says,
"No. stand out on the road and do the
job." That does not make for industrial
peace but tends to make the men dissatis-
fied. This is what the manager of the
works stated in a letter written to Mr.
J. R. Flanagan, of the boiler shop-

Dear Sir,
In reply to your application request-

ing permission to hold a meeting in
these works, I amr sorry to inform you
that Head Office, Perth, has advised
that they cannot grant your request.

The Minister, in reply to my question,
went on to say-

This policy has brought forth no
complaints from the employees them-
selves.

The Minister for Works: That is so.

Hon. J1. B. SLEEMAN: Well, I have here
a petition from the employees of the State
Engineering Works. It reads-

To be presented to the Manager, State
Engineering Works, Leighton, on
behalf of the employees.

Dear Sir,
We the undersigned employees of

the State Engineering Works. Leigh-
ton, wish to vigorously protest to the
Minister against the unwarranted and
unjustifiable prohibition wherein can-

didates for the West Province A.LP.
Selection Ballot were prevented -at the
works during the lunch period from
personally addressing the employees
qualified to vote in the said ballot.

in view of the oft-proclaimed ap-
peal for amicable industrial co-opera-
tion we consider that such restrictions
are not conducive to the maintenance
of the very desirable harmonious re-
lationship between employer and em-
ployee.

We therefore request the Minister
to ensure that every facility will in
future be extended to responsible citi-
zens who as members of the Austra-
lian Labour Party seek permission to
address the employees at the works.

The Minister for Works: I know nothing
about that petition.

Hon. J. E. SLEEMAN: Then follows 136
signatures. The Minister should be rea-
sonable and give favourable consideration
to such requests.

The Minister for Works: What is the
date of that petition?

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: There is no harm
done by these people, They are not going
to burn the place down, which is what
they used to say about the I.W.W. I
remember standing in the street one Sat-
urday night and a fire broke out in one
of the buildings, and as the fire brigade
dashed to the scene a woman alongside
me said, "This is the I.W.W. again." The
fire had broken out because an electric
light switch had fused.

Raon. J. T. Tonkin: This Government
stopped the member for the district en-
tering the State Engineering Works on one
occasion.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Stopped the
member for the district! What do mem-
bers think of that?

The Minister for Works: What occasion
was that?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I did not Say the
Minister stopped him; I said "the Gov-
ernment."

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: That is another
black mark against the Minister, if he was
responsible for the member for the district
being prevented from entering the works.

Mr. Griffith: The member for Melville
did not say "the Ministcr I He said "the
Government."

The Minister for Works: Would the hion.
member please erase that black mark?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is noticed from
the Estimates that the grant to the Surf
Life Saving Association was reduced by £50,
and the Committee is indebted to the mem-
ber for Cottesloe for ensuring that such
a reduction is not going to be made. It
struck me as rather strange that £15,000
should be allowed on the Estimates for re-
pairs to the East Perth cemetery and yet the
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Surf Life Saving Association should have
its grant reduced by £50. It certainly ap-
peared odd to me that there should be a
reduction of £50 in the grant allowed to
people who save lives, and yet provision
made for the expenditure of £15,000 for
the care of the dead. There is a new de-
parture to which I should like to refer. I
have here a reference appearing in "The
West Australian," as follows:-

The State Government had decided
to increase its grant to the Surf Li!fe-
saving Association from £100 to £400
a year. Mr. Hutchinson, the member for
Cottesloe. announced in the Legislative
Assembly last right. Speaking during
the general debate on the Estimates
he said that the Premier. Mr. MeLarty,
had arranged an interview with the
Under Treasurer, Mr. Reid, and the
increased grant had been decided on
at that interview. "The association
will now realise that the Government
recognises its value and the splendid
work it has done over the years and
is doing this year," he said.

It seems a new departure for a private
member to announce Government policy.
Instead of the Treasurer making a decision,
he introduced the member for Cottesloe to
the Under Treasurer and let them fix it
up between themselves.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are jumping to
conclusions.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am not: it is
here.

Mr. Hutchinson:
Treasurer made the
I asked the Premier
announcement.

Actually, the Under
recommendation, and
if I could make that

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: And the Premier
said "Yes." I remember when the hon.
member was speaking on the Fremantle
Harbour question. The Minister for Works
lost an official document, and when the
member for Cottesloe got up he passed it
to him to read to the House. The Min-
ister should have read it himself. The hon.
member must be a very fortunate young
man; in one case the Minister for Works
bands him a document to read, and in an-
other the Premier arranges an interview
with the Under Treasurer, and they fix up
the question of the grant between them.

I should now like to refer to the subject
of motorists and drunken driving which
seems to be increasing very rapidly. I think
this should be dealt with very severely.
There is no excuse for drunken drivers
having charge of vehicles. I know of
people who have a few drinks and will
sleep it off before they attempt to drive
cars in the metropolitan area. I think a
man who is foolish enough to get
into a drunken state and drive his motor-
car deserves all he gets, and it is time
the penalties were increased. I have no
sympathy at all with the drunken driver,

and I would be prepared to support the
Government with a view to doubling the
existing penalties. I do not know what
it proposes to do about it, but I think
something should be done so that this
may be Prevented in the future.

There is one thing that helps these
drunken drivers, and that is our licensing
laws; they are Partly responsible for those
people being in charge of vehicles at night,
for it will be noted that most people are
caught In the night, generally after 9
o'clock. They get into a bar, look at the
clock and find there is only 10 minutes
before closing, and say, "Six schooners,
please." As a resuilt, there is a drunken
driving charge. Those who do not ask
for six schooners drink up their beer as
fast as they can. If the hotel was open
till a later hour, this Would not happen.

The Minister for Education: Why should
they ask for six schooners at 9 o'clock, any
more than they would at 11?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: They would ask
for 12 then.

Hion. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Deputy
Premier thinks that these people would
wait till 11 o'clock before asking for six
schooners he is, of course, entitled to his
opinion, but I do not think it would hap-
pen. If People can have a drink when
they want it, there will be less drunkenness.
I do not drink beer, not because I have
anything against it but because I do not
like it. I think we should make our laws
more reasonable, and increase the hours.

Mr. Hutchinson: Have you ever heard
this: That "Malt does more than Milton
can to justify God's ways to man"?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the hon. mem-
ber writes that out, I will consider it. I
know that the Saviour turned jars of water
into wine, and this was sent to the governor
at the feast. When the governor got it,
he said that they usually bring the best
wine first but now they have left it to the
last. The Wine made from water was the
best. I believe that hotels should be open
until later; it is not because I want beer,
but I suggest this for everybody concerned
and because there will then be less
drunkenness.

The Premier: That argument is not at
all convincing.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Premier likes
his glass of beer. If he comes out late from
a picture show or some other entertain-
ment at, say, about 11 o'clock, does not
he think it would be reasonable to have
a glass of beer and then go home?

The Premier: I would not agree to that.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: But if a man asks

for beer at 11 o'clock, he is told that be-
cause of our stupid laws our hotels were
closed two hours ago. I can get my ginger
beer any time I like, so it does not affect
mre.

Mr. Yates: We are three hours better off
than the Eastern States.
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Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the member
for South Perth thinks the present hours
are long enough, he is entitled to his
opinion. I notice that in Great Britain
the bars are open in most cases until 10
o'clock; in London, till 11 o'clock. On Sun-
days they are open from 12 noon till 2 p.m.,
and from '7 p.m. till 10 p.m., and that is
both in London and the country. Hotels
and licensed cafes that cater for the tourist
trade enjoy a license to serve drinks till 2
am. That applies to lounge trade, not
to bar trade. So it would seem that good
old Britain is well ahead of us so far as
its licensing laws are concerned.

Hon. A. It. 0. Hawke: There was a big
kite flown in the papers this morning.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I would like now
to have a word about S.P. betting. It seems
to me that we talk about this year after
year, but nothing is ever done. We find
people still being convicted for obstruction,
but they are not obstructing traffic at all.
The police simply go round to Jones and
say, "We will be around on Saturday."
They take him away and charge him with
obstructing, hut people on the streets and
in front of Nicholson's definitely obstruct
the traffic when they are making bookings
for plays. etc., and the Police do all they
can to dodge them.

The Premier: You told us about this the
other night.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I cannot tell the
Premier about it too often. If I mention
it a sufficient number of times, he might
make some move in the matter. We per-
mit the Turf Club to license People and
break the law. They even give men
licenses and charge them up to 20 guineas
to break the law. On Saturday afternoons
the magistrates go to the course and bet
unlawfully, and on Monday mornings they
sit in court and fine people for obstruct-
ing the traffic, although they must know
that those people have not been guilty of
obstruction at all. They fine people be-
cause they know secondhand that those
people have been using places for S.F.
betting, but they also know that they
themselves have been doing something just
as illegal on the racecourse.

I regret that the Minister for Health
is not in her seat at Present because I
have a few things to say to her. In 1936
the present Minister for Health stated-

I want to say this in conclusion
that I entirely agree with the Leader
of the Opposition that, if the law had
been enforced, there would have been.
no need for this Bill. It is useless
to make laws unless we enforce them.
There is a suspicion abroad that
starting-price betting shops are al-
lowed to continue because they are
making revenue for the Government.
That is horrible. we can only ask the
Minister for Police to see that the law
is enforced.

In 1940, the present Minister for Health
moved a motion as follows:-

That this House instructs the Gov-
ernment to give instructions to the
Chief of Police to immediately use all
statutory powers to close all betting
shops, houses, dwellings, and places of
whatsoever kind where illegal betting
is conducted, so that the law of the
land may be honoured and Govern-
mnent departments duly respected, the
responsibility for the execution of this
motion to rest with the Government.

So the hon. member placed the whole re-
sponsibility on the Government. At an-
other stage she said-

I stress in the latter Part of my
motion that the Government should
accept responsibility in this matter.
If the Minister is interested in his de-
partment-and I am quite sure he is
-the question of starting-price betting
must be of burning interest to him.
It would be laughable to suppose that
a Labour Cabinet, including of course
the Minister, and Caucus had not dis-
cussed this question. That the matter
had been one of burning interest for
many years past is evident by what
I read in the report of the Commis-
sioner of Police for the year ended
the 30th June. 1929.

Further down the hon. member said-
Therefore I ask, "What is one to

think? Who is to blame?" In this
Chamber I have repeatedly asked who
is to blame for the existence of so
many betting shops in the city. I
myself have no hesitation in saying
that the onus of this open flouting of
the law by a fraternity that must use
graft to enable it to carry on rests en-
tirely on the Government. In making
this statement, I do not single out
any particular Minister and say that
the onus rests on him. My speeches
in this House have always been im-
personal.

Then she went on to voice this gem-
It has been traditional in the British

Parliament that should a member of
the Cabinet disagree with his col-
leagues, he is in honour bound to with-
draw from the Cabinet. Therefore, if
the Minister for Mines would follow
the practice of Ministers in the most
honest Government of the world, he
would immediately withdraw, because
I presume that his statements about
betting were sincere.

She claimed that the Government was
permitting S.P. betting for the sake of the
revenue it was obtaining from fines. She
was and still is opposed to E.P. betting. The
present Government has done no more
than any other Government did, and she
still remains a member of the Cabinet.
She has not done what she says is done
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by Ministers in the most respectable Gov-
ernment of the world, namely, leave the
Government because it has not closed
these betting shops. She retains her place
in the Cabinet. She should surely ensure
that the Cabinet does what she desires or
else get out!

The Premier: This is the mast respect-
able Government in the world.

Hon.. J. T. Tonkin: Is not the Minister
for Health still relying upon prayer to
clear it up?

Hion. J. B, SLEEMAN: Since she has
joined the Cabinet, she realises that there
is no possible way of stopping it. She did
suggest that the Ministers' Fraternal
should go to the betting shops on Saturday
afternoon and pray, to which the late
member for South Fremantle replied that,
if they went there to pray, they should
pray for the punters and not for the book-
makers. Evidently that has not done any
good, either. However, it is time the Gov-
ernment did something. Here are a few
quotations from the report of the Commis-
sion held in South Australia-

When the Church of England was
invited to give evidence, the Lord
Bishop of Adelaide replied that he did
not desire to do so, but in an address
to the Rotary Club on the 9th March,
1933, on "The Ethics of Gambling."
he expressed his views on the subject
as follows:-

After dealing with the moral,
social and economic evils of gambl-
ing, he said that legislation directed
to its -total suppression would do
more harm than good, because it
would have the bulk of public
opinion behind it, that State control
of betting did not go to the root
of the evil, and that the most urgent
need was the creation of a right
public opinion.

in the English Committee's report, the fol-
lowing appeared:-

in the present state of public
opinion. . . . large numbers regard
betting in no sense as immoral or sin-
ful. The view is one which appeals
to the vast majority of people and the
majority of truly Christian men.

Mr. Tuck, who was described as the most
persistent and consistent social reformer,
was asked whether he agreed with that,
and he replied-

To a great extent that does apply.
I know truly Christian men who be-
lieve that, but they are outside the
churches I represent. The vast
majority in oui churches are against
gambling, or, if not, they gamble on
the sly. That is to say, they have the
consciousness that it is wrong.

The Religious Society of Friends submitted
a statement to the 1933 Royal Commission
in which the following occurred:-

There is probably no way to eradi-
cate this evil, which has taken so firm
a hold on all classes of society, save
by the slow and gradual process of
education in the ideals and practice of
true citizenship; but it is easy to see
the first step which might be taken
by a Government whose members had
at heart the true welfare of the
people.

An Act to prohibit the publication of
albetting news and advertisements of
all tipsters' news and views by remov-
ing the constant incitement to bet
would go far to lessen the appalling
extent to which the vice of betting and
gambling has permeated the com-
munity.

It is a far cry from the Religious Society
of Friends to the Sydney "Bulletin." How-
ever, on this matter I am able to quote
from that publication without the possi-
bility of there being any suggestion of
collaboration or honoarable understanding
between the two. The following appeared
in the "Bulletin."-

There is one way in which S.F. bet-
ting could be stopped instantly. It has
been pointed to in the "Bulletin" be-
fore, but it deserves repeating because
it provides the perfect touchstone for
testing-out the sincerity of all anti-
starting price betting crusaders. S.F.
betting could be Stopped instantly if
the first information permitted to be
published about any race meeting was
that contained in the race-book sold
on the course on the day of the races.
How sincere the bulk of anti-starting
price crusaders are may be judged
from the fact that they will instantly
dismiss that suggestion as pre-
posterous.

A paragraph from the report of the
Queensland Royal Commission on Racing
and Gaming, read as follows:-

The publication of betting odds and
the publicity given in the Press to rac-
ing matters generally have acted as
powerful incentives to illegal betting,
and a great many persons have of re-
cent years acquired the habit on the
main assumption that professional
tipsters can assist them in the speedy
accumulation of wealth.

So it goes on. It is true that the news-
papers are catering more and more every
day for the S.F. betting public. A cutting
from a recent edition of "The Daily News"
reads-

Special Features in New Edition:
"The Daily News' Fist Spurts Edition,
appearing for the first time tomorrow,
wvill provide punters with many new
aids they cannot afford to be without.
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These include special track work in-
formation from Melbourne and Sydney
as well as Perth-

As they cannot bet on the racecourses in
Melbourne and Sydney, that must be 8Th.
betting.

-and greatly expanded panels of
selections. From Melbourne will come
a last-minute survey. Saturday morn-
ing track pointers, and a poll analys-
ing the selections of newspaper tip-
sters. A special sporting news section
and features will cater for all other
sportsmen.

The papers are featuring it more and
more every day. I venture to say that
if members pick up the "Daily News" or
"The West Australian" next Friday they
will find at least three full pages given
to racing. If that was stopped it would
do a lot to lessen S.F. betting. At the
same time, I do not think we can wipe
it out. No matter what we do it will
still continue. I put in a week-end at
Adelaide and the police there said that
they would resign from the Force rather
than return to the old illegal days. I
do not know how they are getting on
now.

Mr. Marshall: It is just as bad as ever.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMA&N: A former Leader
of the opposition in this House, Sir
Charles Latham, said that betting had
been stopped in Queensland. I went im-
mediately after him to that State, but
it had not been stopped at all. The point
was that he was so big that he looked
like a policeman and there was no betting
when he was around: but I could make
bets anywhere. It is said that in Mel-
bourne there is nO S.F. betting, but Mel-
bourne is the worst of the lot from that
point of view.

The bookmakers there have a round
the same as the butcher and the baker
have. A friend of mine who works in a
doctor's establishment said that a bookie
came along twice a week on Wednesday
and Saturday mornings, and if there were
any winnings to be paid he returned on
the Monday. She said, "The doctor's wife
and I have our few bob on." There are
regular rounds there and the bookmakers
go from door to door. We do not want
that to happen here.

The time has arrived when something
should be done. If we are not going to
wipe out* S.F. betting why not do the
right thing and effect some control? Let
us have a municipal or a Government
tote that will satisfy the people. They
will be able to have their little gamble
then. There is no doubt that the Aus-
tralian likes his gamble and he will not
be stopped. if he does not indulge in
S.P. betting he will take part in two-up.
We should bring down legislation to deal

with this matter. The previous Gov-
ernment made a couple of attempts, and
the member for Murchison introduced
two Bills,

Mr. Marshall: Three.
Hon. J. B. SLE3EMAN:. Every attempt

was defeated, If this business were legal-
ised it would be properly controlled and
the punter who won would be sure of
getting his correct odds. I hope the
Government will soon see its way clear
to bring down a B3ill, no matter what it
is, so long as it is some thing to provide
lot' the people who want this sort of
thing.

I now wish to speak about the price-
raising commission, Some people call it
the Price-Fixing Commission, but it is
More like a price-raising Commission. The
Government asked the people to vote
"No" and if they did it would be able to
control prices. But what has happened?
Bread is now l0d. a loaf. The price of
corned beef took a high jump recently.
Tea went up and apples are 7Id. each.
Fancy paying 7d. for a Granny Smith
apple! One can imagine how the gentle-
man about whom the Minister for
Rousing was speaking-the totally dis-
abled returned soldier-would be likely
to get on if he had to supply each of
his 11 children with an apple a day. That
would be 11 times sevenpence. it is
ridiculous!

Bread is 10d. a loaf, and I think flour
will increase by 5s. 6d. per ton in the
near future. I suppose that will mean
that bread will be Is. a loaf. Petrol has
gone up 12id. per gallon. That is the
dizzy limit. We find that garages are
being renovated, decorated and painted.
The proprietors are spending £400 or
£500 on their garages to use up their
Profits. Yet petrol has gone up lid. a
gallon. I hope something will be done to
hand over control to the Commonwealth
and let that Government have a try at
price-fixing.

Let this Government tell the people
what it really thinks. It knows it has
no chance of controlling prices. The
Commonwealth might be able to do
something, but the States never will be.
The best thing is to have a referendum,
and for the Government to tell the
people that it cannot control prices and
that control should be handed to the
Commonwealth. I wish now to refer to
the Criminal Code. For a long while I
have been trying to persuade the Attor-
ney General to do something about this
matter. I had a' Bill prepared but found
that its provisions were in the Criminal
Code, so I did not introduce it. I want
the Minister to put into operation Sec-
tion 705 of the Criminal Code which
reads--

In any case in which the Governor
is authorised, on behalf of H-is Ma-
jesty, to extend the Royal mercy to
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an offender under sentence of im-
prisonment with or without hard
labour, he may extend mercy upon
condition of the offender entering
into a recognisance conditioned to
keep the peace and be of good be-
haviour for a period from the date of
the sentence equal to the term of
the sentence or for any less period.
Upon complaint being made on oath
before any Justice of any breach of
the condition of the recognisance,
such Justice may issue his warrant
for the apprehension of the offender,
and for his detention in custody until
he can be brought before a Justice
to be dealt with hereunder, and any
Justice, on such offender being brought
before him, may, on due proof of such
breach, declare the recognizance for-
feited, and commit the offender to
prison to serve, as under the sentence
aforesaid, any unexpired balance of
the term of such sentence, which, for
this purpose, shall be deemed to be
revived.

I have appealed to the Attorney General
several times. I informed him that in
Canada there is an Act on those lines, and
it is said that only three per cent, of the
people who are released ever return. There
are quite a number of people in Fremnantle
gaol who are not criminals, but who will
be made criminals if they remain there.
They should be given a chance to make
good. I think the Attorney General should
be well pleased if only three per cent. of
them return. I notice from the paper that
New South Wales and Queensland are
making a move in this direction, and we
also should do something. I appeal to him
to give these people a chance.

Two or three years ago, a chap came
to the House and asked to see me. 'He
said he had a rotten past, and wanted
to know whether he was going to be driven
back to his old game or be allowed to go
straight. He said he had come from the
East and had decided to start life afresh
here. He obtained a job in a hotel in
Perth, but a few days afterwards a detec-
tive came in. The next morning the man-
ager said. "Here is your money." The
man said that he then went to Waroona
and got a lob at the hotel there. He was
getting on very nicely. The manager used
to go to Perth and leave him with the
keys to the establishment. One night two
detectives entered the hotel on their way
from Bunbury, and the next morning the
manager said, "Here is your money."

The man asked, "What is wrong?" The
manager replied, "Nothing, but here is
your money. You can go." This man
asked me, "Are they going to drive me
back to the old game or are they going to
give md a chance?" I rang Commissioner
Hunter. At first he said they did not do
that sort of thing In the Police Force.
But he agreed to have a word with the
man. I said to this chap. "If you get into
trouble, you call me as a witness and I

will tell them what you told me." I have
never heard any more about him. I do
niot know whether he stayed or whether
he was driven out of the State.

There are many people in gaol who
could be released under the provision I
have mentioned. It was inserted to be
used and not to be looked at. I appeal
to the Attorney General to do something
In the matter. Let us give the Provision
a trial. If it does not come up to his ex-
pectations he can cease to make use of
it, but I think it is worth a trial.

[Mr, Yates took the Chair.]
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You have made a

deep impression on him.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I shall now deal

with a few local matters, the first of which
is in connection with the maternity hos-
pital. We have been waiting long and
patiently for this hospital, though not as
long as we have been for a high school.
Premises were purchased from the Crippled
Children's Society some time ago, but
things seem to move very slowly.

Another maternity hospital in Fremantle
is to close shortly. The People there should
have this hospital provided as quickly as
Possible. The Minister for Health might
be able to tell me how the matter is pro-
gressing. We want a lot more beds in the
general hospital, but it is not much good
my speaking on this subject as the Min-
ister is not here. The Minister for Educa-
tion is in his place, and I would like him
to tell me how we fare with regard to
the high school, We have had a definite
promise since 1927 in this regard, because
the then Minister told us that we would
have the next high school. Since then
several high schools have been built, but
Fremantle still has not got one.

I now come to the subject of electricity.
We have been squeezed and squeezed until
we are squeezed right out. It seems to me
there is only one thing to do and that is to
say "Finish. We cannot go any further."
We have not been given a fair deal. We
heard a lot about what happened in Persia
because the Persians wanted to break an
agreement. I think agreements are sacro-
sanct, but we find that in Fremantle they
are not, because we are told, "You sell out,
or we will put a Bill through to charge
you 1.6d. per unit." What else can the
people at Fremantle do? They are forced
to give way. Whilst they are going to be
charged 1.6d. for electricity, they are told
they will have to supply the meatworks,
the Harbour Trust, Mt. Lye]] and the North
Fremantle people at less than they have
to pay. Is that a fair business deal?

The Minister for Works: We do not
say, "You will sell, or -; we say, "You
pay the cost of production, or -"

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Commission
says we must sell, or we will be charged
1.6d. per unit.
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The Minister for Works: Have you got time the catchments at Canning and Mun-
a letter there?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister
likes, I will bring the members of the
Tramway Board to tell him what has been
said to them. The Minister knows that
he has a Hill prepared and, if the board
refuses to sell, that is what is going to
happen.

The Minister for Works: It is not a.
matter of having to sell, but agreeing to Pay
the cost of generation.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The people con-
cerned at Fremantle have been told that
1.6d. is the cost of production. Whilst
they will have to pay that, they will not
be able to get it from the other users whom
I have already mentioned. The authorities
at Fremantle will be charged more than
Hadflelds and industries at Welshpool are
charged. I do not know whether the Min-
ister thinks that is a fair deal. A big
trading consumer, retailing electricity,
should be supplied at least at the same
price as that at which other people get
it. I hope, when the Bill is brought down,
the Minister will not say that Fremantle
has agreed to it, or will agree to it, because
we cannot do anything else. During the
depression, when all salaries were reduced
-even those of members of Parliament-
the people in charge of electricity SUP-
plies did not come to Fremantle and say.
"Things are pretty tough, we will reduce
the price of electricity until they brighten
up." The authorities at Fremantle had to
stand to the agreement whether they were
making or losing money.

The Minister for Works: They were mak-
ing money.

I-on. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not know
that they were making much money in
those days. They might have made some
in different ways, but not too much out
of the sale of electric current. I cannot
conclude before mentioning one or two
matters for the benefit of the Minister for
Works. Unfortunately the member for
Cottesloe is not here. When he spoke the
other night he did not say anything about
the stagnant state of the river at Pepper-
mint Grove. I interjected-and I do not
know wvhether what subsequently occurred
was a coincidence, but the Peppermint
Grove Road Board had men out the other
morning, and they took a lot of stuff away.
The men who collected this green stag-
nant stuff said that they had hard work
to walk through It.

The algae nuisance is pretty bad in Your
part of the country, too, Mr. Chairman.
If members want to see a sighit they should
have a look at the Point Walter bank at
low tide, because they will see a wonderful
growth of algae there. There is no doubt
that it is being fertilised. We can call in
experts, analysts, and anyone else, but I
believe it is being fertilised from the har-
bour. The algae is growing to profusion
there because the water does not wash
down the river now. Even in the winter-

daring do not overflow, so the river re-
mains fairly salt for most of the year, and
the algae will stay there and not be killed
by the flush of water as it used to be.
Not only is it growing in the river but,
to prove that fertilisation is causing the
growth, it can be seen from Success Bank
to the Hell Buoy.

The whole of the outer harbour is covered
with algae. The fertilisation there has
come from the stuff that has been thrown
from the North-West boats after the cattle
have been unloaded. Worst of all, I under-
stand that Qeraldton is catching it, too.

The Minister for Works: Is that fertilised
from Fremantle harbour?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: No. I thought
the Minister would say that. At Geraldton
there is a septic tank system and all the
liquid is pumped into the harbour. Quite
a lot of stuff from the town runs into
the harbour. The Minister knows a lot
about Geraldton, and he knows that liquid
is being pumped from the town into the
harbour. That is because of the growth
there. If that is not so I would be glad
If the Minister would tell us what is making
it grow, and what is making it grow in the
Swan River and the outer harbour, Mem-
bers might have read this newspaper re-
port of a meeting of the Swan River
Conservation Committee. Under the head-
ing "Bad Times Ahead with River Algae
Nuisance" we find the following:-

"No work has been done in raking
up algae during the winter months and
there is a bad time ahead for us this
summer," said Mr. J. F. Liberty (South
Perth Yacht Club) last night. He was
speaking at a meeting of the Swan
River Conservation Committee.

At Places on the northern foreshore
decaying algae had been causing a dis-
gusting stench during the past three
weeks.

Mr. Liberty moved successfully that
the Government be asked to proceed
with cleaning up algae on the foreshore
and shoals of the river.

Other speakers declared that the al-
gae nuisance must be attacked at its
source and that the usual clean-up in
summer was only playing with the
problem.

Mr. 0. Strickland (South Perth
Road Hoard) said that examination of
40 different bacteria cultures found in
samples of water from the river had
revealed that no Pathogenic bacteria
were present.

Thorough tests made by a bacteriolo-
gist formerly employed by the Health
Department had shown, however, that
numerous other organisms present
caused irritation of the membranes of
the nose, ears and throat Of swimmers
and affected the feet.
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His theory was that the river water
was polluted by chemicals such as creo-
sote and the living organisms referred
to. These caused the irritations and
the membranes became affected by
airborne germs when swimmers lef t the
water. Some people were more allergic
to these infections than others. Mr.
Strickland added that there was no-
thing to be gained by stressing pollu-
tion of the river on the bacteriological
side.

There we have an illustration of the dam-
age that is being done. The medical pro-
fession at Fremnantle will tell anyone that
each summer when swimming in the river
commences they have numerous cases of
throat, nose and ear infection. One doctor
told me that his son and another boy had
this infection for two years running, but,
when they were sent to the beach to bathe
the following year, the trouble did not re-
cur. That helps to Prove that the river
is causing these infections. I hope the
Minister will try to do something to keep
the river clean, even if he is not prepared
to do anything further for the time being.
* Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.52 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

.ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Supply, £:11,000,000.
2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.

3, Parliament House Site Permanent
Reserve (A1162.)

4, Pig Industry Compensation Act
Amendment.

5, Prices Control Act Amendment (Con-
tinuance).

6. Muja-Centaur Coal Mine Railway.
'7, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-

tion).
8, Feeding Stuffs Act Amendment.
9, Petroleum Act Amendment.

10. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage Act Amendment.

11, Farmers' Debts Adjustment
Amendment (Continuance).

Act

QUESTIONS.

FREE MILK SCHEME.

As to* SUPPIYing9 North-West Children.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND asked the
Minister for the North-West:

What arrangements have been made to
implement the free milk scheme for school
children in the North-West?

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
replied:

All schools in the State have been cir-
cularised to the effect that if pasteurised
milk is not available, and that if an alter-
native supply of treated bulk milk or
powdered milk can be arranged, they will
be considered for inclusion in the scheme.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR EXTENSIONS.

As to Effect of Establishing Oil Refinery
at Kuijuana.

Hon. G. FRASER asked the Minister
for Transport:

Should the negotiations with the Anglo-
Iranian Coy. Ltd. for the establishment of
its refinery at Kwinana be successful, will
this have any effect on the Government's
proposal for upriver harbour extensions?

The MINISTER replied:
A decision regarding the establishment

of an oil refinery in Western Australia is
expected about the end of January next.
Should this be favourable, its effect on
existing development schemes will be
examined.
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